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Somerby Parish Council 
MINUTES of PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
10th March 2021 
Online meeting 
  

Present  Cllrs. Carl Powell (Chair) 
    Tom Allen 

Mandy Fox 
    Pat Fynn 
    Su Garner 

Bernard Pentecost 
   Clerk/RFO Kathryn Staley 
         

1. WELCOME, APOLOGIES & DECLARATION OF INTERESTS  
 

629/20/21 Welcome – The Chairman welcomed one government elector. 
 

630/20/21 Apologies – Apologies were received from Cllr Higgins and Cllr Orson. 
 

631/20/21 Declarations of Interest – No declarations of interest were received. 
 

2. ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF MEETING HELD: 10TH FEBRUARY 2021 
 

Proposed by Cllr Pentecost Seconded by Cllr Fynn 
 

Cllrs. resolved to approve 

 
3. SHLAA SITES UPDATE 
 

632/19/20 
 

SOM1 – Oakham Road 
Cllr Powell reported that there is a lot of new material on the Discharge of Conditions application which he has 
been chasing (in a personal capacity) for some months.  This mainly consists of the full site investigation report 
(163 pages), as the previous application only contained extracts amounting to around six pages.   
Cllr Powell has been in contact with NALC to determine whether he needs to declare a pecuniary interest in this 
application.  While he does not have an interest at present, should the development go ahead and cause 
flooding, his house would lose value. 
 

SOM2 – land off Manor Lane/High Street 
Nothing to report. 
 

4. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN UPDATE 
 

633/20/21 
Cllr Powell reported that the Neighbourhood Plan has passed examination and the compliance statement issued 
was on 1st March 2021.  He expressed thanks to all involved in working on the referendum draft.  The 
Referendum will take place on 6th May 2021 and this will be advertised in Towards together with a link to the 
referendum draft on the MBC website. 
 

5. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES 
  

634/20/21 General Highways Matters 
 

Cllr Allen reported that a parishioner had complained about damage to their car caused by potholes on Melton 
Lane, Burrough.  He had directed them to LCC.  Cllr Fynn reported that the road surface at the junction of High 
Street and Pickwell Road in Somerby needed attention.  Cllr Fox reported that the surface of Newbold Lane in 
Burrough was also in poor condition.  The Clerk would report all three roads to Highways. 
 

Clerk to contact Highways 

 

635/20/21 Community Speedwatch & SID 
 

Cllr Pentecost reported that the SID is currently in Pickwell. 
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636/20/21 Community Asset Register  
 

Correspondence is ongoing regarding the Methodist Hall between the applicant, MBC and SPC.  Cllr Powell 
expressed concern about the integrity of MBC’s planning process as none of these documents have been 
published on the planning portal, including SPC’s original objection.  This is also the case with other applications 
currently.  It is acknowledged that MBC are behind schedule due to the pandemic.  However, Cllr Powell 
suggests that there is potential jeopardy for MBC in not publishing documents in a timely and accurate manner.  
Cllr Allen proposed that SPC write a letter to MBC expressing these concerns. 
 

Proposal: Chairman to draft a letter to MBC expressing concern about the possible implications of late 
publication of planning documents. 
 

Proposed by Cllr Allen Seconded by Cllr Pentecost 
 

Cllrs. resolved to approve 
 

The government has launched a new £150 million Community Ownership Fund which will allow community 
groups to bid for up to £250,000 matched-funding to help them buy or take over local community assets at risk 
of being lost, to run as community-owned businesses.  Cllr Higgins has forwarded the details to Davina Bates as 
this may be relevant to the Methodist Hall should it become available to buy.   
 

Draft/completed ACV forms for the following have been circulated to Councillors for their comments: 
Somerby Memorial Hall 
Pickwell Village Hall 
Somerby Allotments 
Somerby Church 
Pickwell Church     

 
637/20/21 Horsepond ownership 
 

Nothing to report. 
 
638/20/21 Community Hub and Community Active and Rural Enterprise (CARE) 
 

SPC awaits an income & expenditure statement from the Hub in regard to their request for a £300 donation. 
 
639/20/21 Maintenance of Parish Assets/Grounds 
 

Cllr Fynn reported that Tim Maydwell had cut the road side of the cemetery hedge and raised the canopy of the 
trees.  The landowner who usually cuts the other cemetery hedges have not done so this year.  Tim is planning 
to cut the play area hedges this week.  He has stripped some ivy from the trees but, due to over-wintering birds, 
some has been left.  He is reviewing the condition of all items on the parish asset list and suggests that the 
wooden bins at the play area and horsepond need replacing as they cannot be repaired.  
The defibrillator/phone boxes in Somerby and Burrough have been cleaned. 
 
640/20/21 10th Battalion commemoration in Somerby village  
 

Cllr Powell reported that FOTT planned to offer a metal bench for the village green incorporating the plaque for 
Somerby Hall.  He suggested that the low wall around the bungalow might be an alternative site, subject to 
approval from the owner.  It was agreed that the Clerk would draft a letter which Cllr Fynn offered to hand 
deliver and discuss with the owner.   
 

Clerk to draft letter and send to Cllr Fynn 
 

Cllr Fynn to speak with owner of bungalow 

 
641/20/21 Boundary at Farm View, Oakham Rd, Somerby 
. 

LCC have proposed that no further action be taken, subject to confirmation from the grass cutting team that they 
have no concerns with the current layout. 
Cllr Powell has noticed that the OS mapping has been changed to include the verge with the private property.  
LCC are investigating this.  Cllr Garner has confirmed that the Land Registry has not been changed.  
 
642/20/21 Pickwell Telephone Box 
 

Nothing to report. 
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643/20/21 Post Office services 
 

Oakham Post Office have agreed to contact Angela Clark to discuss resuming the post office services at the 
shop.  Cllr Powell had spoken with Angela who confirmed that she is not opposed to services resuming.   
 
644/20/21 Hedgerow on Burrough Road, Somerby 
 

The parishioner who raised this issue has contacted ECT direct to repeat her concerns but has not received a 
response.  Cllr Fynn suggested that the parishioner speak directly to the tenant farmer of the land concerned 
and ask whether they can provide any information on how to proceed.  The Clerk will continue to contact ECT 
periodically for updates.   
 
645/20/21 Upgrade of Streetlights to LED 
 

Cllr Powell had spoken to the Chair of Twyford and Thorpe PC regarding the LCC scheme they used to convert 
their lights to LED and then followed this up with the named contact at LCC who had responded as follows: 
1. The County were operating a scheme whereby Parishes could pay for the capital cost of the LEDS over a 
five-year period. This scheme has unfortunately closed now. 
2. The capital cost to convert your lights will depend entirely on the style and type of your existing lights. If you 
have an inventory of your lights, we will gladly have a look at the lights and give you a capital cost to convert 
along with indicative annual maintenance and energy charges.  
3. There are a number of places where you may be able to get help with finance e.g., Public Works Loans / 
Grant from LCC.  
4. If you do convert to LED it is important to think about controlling the LEDS. The County have a Central 
Management System (CMS) which they use to control all 66,000 of their own lights plus Parish LEDS as well. 
This enables us to set the dim levels / all night lighting / part night lighting of the LEDS remotely, thereby giving 
ultimate flexibility of the operation. This would be available to Somerby if you asked us to install / maintain and 
pay the energy bills for the Parish on your behalf. In the case of bills we would invoice you for the capital once 
the work is complete and invoice for the maintenance and energy on an annual basis – usually in January, when 
we will also advise you of the forthcoming years charge in order for you to set the precept.  
5. If you chose to use an alternative LED supplier you would not have the benefits of CMS. You would have to 
select the power outputs and light arrangements of the lantern at the time of purchase and not be able to 
change them later. 
6. Without knowing the type of lights you have I can say that for a conventional streetlight on a steel column the 
payback period for the LED capital cost to convert is of the order 7/8 years (that’s when you take the reduced 
maintenance and energy bills into account). If you have a lot of lights on wooden telegraph poles the cost to 
convert can be a lot more depending on the light configuration and hence the payback period will be longer. 
With concrete columns it will depend on the condition of the column 
 

Cllr Allen had spoken to his contact at Aspect Lighting who is had agreed to look at the SPC requirements and 
offer some solutions to minimise any negative effects for residents.  He has given an indicative cost of £135 
+VAT for the TRT fittings (like those already in place on Somerby High Street).  These would need to be fitted 
by a third party.  Cllr Allen stated that it is very important to have some control over any new lighting, to ensure 
that each location is considered, and lights do not shine in windows or cause light pollution. 
 

The Clerk has obtained confirmation from Eon that SPC electricity bills will decrease in line with the reduced 
‘Estimated Annual Consumption’ following LED conversion.  They have also confirmed that our LED streetlights 
are not included in the maintenance contract as the lamps do not need changing regularly. 
 

Cllr Powell was mindful that the PC had only budgeted £1500 for upgrading to LED in 2021/22.  He had looked 
briefly at a company called Salix which provides loans for local councils for energy efficiency projects.  Loan 
repayments were made from the cost savings over an 8-year period.  LCC had also referred to grants available 
and Cllr Powell would enquire about these.   
 

It was agreed that a minimum of 3 quotes would be needed and these must be like-for-like (i.e., based on the 
specification provided by Aspect Lighting to SPC).    
 

Cllr Powell to ask LCC about grant funding 

  
646/20/21 Seed Packets for Residents 
A parishioner has asked whether SPC will fund the purchase of 450 wildflower seed packets to be delivered to 
every household with Towards at an approximate cost of £165 +VAT including information cards.  The request 
was discussed at length with comments on the following topics: 

• Sowing seasons (the seeds can be sown in Spring or Late Summer) 

• The implications of seeds being sown in inappropriate locations. 
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• Whether it is appropriate for SPC to fund this project.  Cllr Fynn pointed out that SPC has continually 
asked parishioners for ideas and this suggestion would be appealing to many people at a low cost.  

• SPC endorsement of a project which some parishioners may not approve of.  Cllr Fox suggested that 
most parishioners would be grateful for the gifted seeds and approve of the environmental aspect. 

• Whether Towards is the best method for distributing the seeds and the potential wastage of seeds if 
unwanted by recipient. 

• Alternative methods of distributing, e.g., collection from the shop or from councillors. 
Cllr Powell proposed that SPC purchase 400 packets of seeds but that they should be made available to 
interested parishioners rather than attached to Towards.  The parishioner would order the seeds and forward 
the invoice to the Clerk.  She would also liaise with Cllr Fynn on the wording for the information cards. 
 

Proposal: To purchase 400 packets of seeds (plus information cards) 
 

Proposed by Cllr Powell Seconded by Cllr Fox 
 

Cllrs. resolved to approve 

 
647/20/21 Climate Change Emergency 
 

Cllr Allen suggested that SPC invite the opinions of the parish regarding whether to declare a climate 
emergency, by placing an article in Towards.  He would write the article. 
 

Cllr Allen to write an article for Towards on declaring a climate emergency  

 
648/20/21 Dog Fouling 
 

The Clerk had had to ask a resident (for the second time) to remove their dog from the play area.  The same 
dog had also been seen fouling in the playing field and the owner had not cleaned it up.  The Clerk had written 
to the resident who had given assurances that it would not happen again and that they had returned to clean up 
the mess. 
 

Parish Projects 
Updates on current projects:  
 

649/20/21 Somerby Horse Pond 
 

Chris Fisher had begun the planting of the plants bought via the SHIRE Environment Grants scheme. 

 
6. PARISHIONERS TIME 
 

650/20/21  
 

A parishioner expressed thanks to the local family who had recently posted on the Somerby Village Chat 
Facebook group about collecting litter in the parish.  Cllr Fynn would put something in Towards.  It was 
suggested that SPC should obtain some equipment from MBC for anybody wishing to litter pick. 
 

Clerk to contact MBC re litter picking equipment 

 

7. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

New Applications  
651/20/21 21/00195/FULHH Proposed single storey side extension at 1 Firdale, Somerby 
   
Approvals  
652/20/21 20/01289/VAC Variation of conditions of 19/00662/FULHH at Cawthorne, Marefield Ln, 

Burrough 
652/20/21 20/01448/FULHH Single storey front extension at North Acre, Pickwell Rd, Leesthorpe 
653/20/21 20/01293/LBC Recovering of existing pitched roof using existing slates. Replace mineral felt 

roof to modern flat roof extension at Somerby Primary School, High Street, 
Somerby 

654/20/21 20/00102/FUL Erection of 10 dwellings on the former Southfields Farm, Church Lane, 
Somerby*   

* The decision notice for this application has just been issued despite planning approval in August 2020.  It 
includes a condition for the rewilding area to be retained and managed in perpetuity.  The developer has 6 
months from the date of the decision notice to appeal or apply for variation of conditions.  The rewilding area 
condition was proposed by SPC and should it be challenged or appealed against, SPC would contest this. 
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8. REPORTS AND INFORMATION 
 

655/20/21 Bank balance £29,396.71 
 
 

SPC £28,978.18  

Somerby Parish Protection Group £418.53  

Neighbourhood Plan £0 (see table below) 
 

 Receipts Payments Balance 

2016/17 £14,700.00 £6,601.88 £8,098.12 

2017/18 £0.00 £7,649.13 £448.99 

2018/19 £3,500.00 £2,795.00 £1,153.99 

2019/20 £0.00 £3,647.50 -£2,493.51 

2020/21 £1073.00 £1000.00 -£2,420.51* 

 * The NP has now used up all grant funding.  £2,420.51 represents the amount which has now been 
 funded by SPC 

 

 
 
 

656/20/21 HSBC Safeguard Review 
 

The Clerk had taken part in a telephone safeguard review with HSBC to confirm the accuracy of details held by 
the bank. 
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657/20/21 Play Area 
 

The play area remains open during lockdown.  Cllr Fynn suggested that the surface beneath the swings needs 
refilling or replacing with something requiring less maintenance, like rubber matting.  The Clerk will look at the 
available alternatives. 
 

Clerk to look at playground surface options 

 
658/20/21 Training 
 

Cllrs Fox and Powell had attended Councillor Training with LRALC on 11th February.  Cllr Powell had attended 
the Chairman’s Training on 1st March.  Cllr Powell will circulate a summary of key points. 
 

Cllr Powell to circulate a summary of key points from training sessions 

 
659/20/21 Risk Register 
 

Nothing to report. 
 
660/20/21 Crime update 
 

Nothing to report. 

 
9. INCOME & EXPENDITURE 
 

Expenditure 

661/20/21 Clerk salary  £583.00 BACS payment 

662/20/21 Onecom (Telephone & Broadband) £77.34 Direct Debit 

663/20/21 LRALC (Councillor training 11th February) £80.00 BACS payment 

664/20/21 Kathryn Staley (Zoom subscription) £14.39 BACS payment 

665/20/21 Printerland (new printer & ink cartridges) £287.76 BACS payment 

666/20/21 PBS Office (stationery) £19.14 BACS payment 

667/20/21 B&H Midland (February Towards printing) £425.00 BACS payment 

668/20/21 Eon (maintenance contract) £126.72 BACS payment 

669/20/21 Paul London (cleaning of defibrillator boxes) £50.00 BACS payment 

670/20/21 Kathryn Staley (postage stamps) £23.76 BACS payment 

671/20/21 LRALC (Chairman’s training 1st March) £40.00 BACS payment 

672/20/21 Eon (Streetlighting power February) £184.28 BACS payment 

673/20/21 PBS Office (stationery) £27.23 BACS payment 

674/20/21 Tim Maydwell £657.45 BACS payment 
 

 

Income    

675/20/21 John Christiansen (Towards ad) £20.00  

676/20/21 Leics CC (grant funding for horsepond) £258.00  

677/20/21 HSBC Bank Interest (Bank Account 5) £0.06 
 

 

10. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

678/20/21 Emails from MBC re Methodist Hall planning application 

679/20/21 Email from resident seeking advice on replacing windows 

680/20/21 Emails from MBC re Somerby NP 

681/20/21 Emails from resident re planning application 20/01471/FULHH 

682/20/21 Quote from Westcotec for streetlight conversion 

683/20/21 Notification from MBC of merging of 4 and 5 Old Brewery Court 

684/20/21 Emails from Leicestershire Gardens re wildflower verges 

685/20/21 Email from MBC with link to LCC survey on climate action 

686/20/21 Emails from residents re dirt bikes on Burrough Hill and litter  

687/20/21 Email from MBC re support for litter picking 

688/20/21 Email from LCC Highways re Farm View 
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689/20/21 Email from West View resident requesting playing field hedge to be trimmed back 

690/20/21 Emails from Great Annual Savings and Eon re SPC electricity contract  

691/20/21 Email from HSBC re safeguard review 

692/20/21 Email from resident re wildflower seeds for Towards 

693/20/21 Pre-renewal email from Came & Co 

694/20/21 Email from Cllr Higgins re Community Ownership Fund 

695/20/21 Email from Yr13 student requesting permission to investigate soil at Burrough Hill 

696/20/21 Email from TRT Lighting Ltd re proposal for LED streetlighting 

697/20/21 Email from LCC re LED streetlighting 

698/20/21 Email from LCC re Census 2021 

699/20/21 Email from Soil Association re ‘Plant and Share Month’ 

700/20/21 Email from Eon re maintenance agreement and LEDs 

701/20/21 Email from Burrough Court re relocation of storage box 

702/20/21 Email from Pickwell resident re possible addition of name to Pickwell Memorial 

703/20/21 Email response from parishioner re dog fouling letter 
 

11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
 

704/20/21 Dirt bikes  
 

Cllr Allen had reported severe ruts, up to a metre deep in places, caused by dirt bikes on Burrough Hill.  Cllr 
Powell had stated that they should be reported to the police. 
 
705/20/21 Return to face-to-face meetings 
 

The Government have not yet decided whether to extend remote meeting powers beyond 6th May.  The Clerk 
has provisionally booked Somerby Memorial Hall for the May and June meetings.  There is a possibility that 
hybrid (mixed physical/virtual) meetings may be required which may present difficulties in terms of Wi-Fi 
connection and technology.  Advice should be available from LRALC if this becomes compulsory. 
 

 

12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

706/20/21 NEXT MEETING: Annual Assembly Wednesday 14th April at 7pm, followed by Parish Council 
meeting to be held online via Zoom   
 
Adopted and signed this …………… day of ……………… …………… 2021 
 
Chairman ………………………………………………………….. 


