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Somerby Parish Council 
MINUTES of PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

9th March 2022 
Somerby Memorial Hall 
  

Present  Cllrs. Carl Powell (Chair) 
    Tom Allen  

Pat Fynn 
    Su Garner 
    Helen Harris 
    Bernard Pentecost     

 

   Clerk/RFO Kathryn Staley 
            

1. WELCOME, APOLOGIES & DECLARATION OF INTERESTS  
 

635/21/22 Welcome – The Chair welcomed 4 government electors. 
 

636/21/22 Apologies – apologies were received from Cllr Higgins. 
 

637/21/22 Declarations of Interest  
 

A Declaration of Interest had been received from Cllr Powell as follows: 
“I hereby declare a pecuniary interest in any planning applications on field OS3300, Oakham Road, Somerby, 
also identified as SOM1 in the Melton Local Plan.  This is because if development there caused flooding 
elsewhere, it might include my home, thereby reducing its value.” 
 

2. ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF MEETING HELD: 9TH FEBRUARY 2022 
 

Proposed by Cllr Powell Seconded by Cllr Pentecost 
 

Cllrs. resolved to approve  
 

3. PARISHIONERS TIME 
 

638/21/22 Following the report at the February meeting of dog fouling in Pickwell, a resident confirmed that 
the situation had improved since the PC had written to the dog owner. 
 

4. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES 
  

639/21/22 General Highways Matters 
 

• The poor road condition on Melton Lane (reported as by Cllr Pentecost) has been recorded as ‘noted’ by 
Highways (ref FS400509196). 

• A broken drain cover near the horsepond has been reported.  LCC have placed cones around it and 
provided the following update: 
The iron work has now been made safe/works completed.  Where further works are required these will be 
undertaken in line with our Highway Maintenance Policy. 

 

640/21/22 Community Speedwatch & SID 
 

Cllr Pentecost reported that the SID is currently in Somerby and the batteries will be changed on 11th March. 
 

641/21/22 Methodist Hall  
 

Cllr Garner reported that the Section 106 agreement states the £10k must be paid by the developer to MBC 
prior to the first residential occupation of the property.  It may only be used towards improvements for the 
adaption and extension of the Memorial Hall and if it has not been spent or committed for expenditure within 10 
years from the date of receipt, MBC must refund it to the developer (less any part that has been spent or 
committed for expenditure).  It was agreed that the status of the development would be monitored to ensure that 
SPC and the Memorial Hall are aware when MBC receive payment. 
 

Revd Andy Fyall had responded as follows to the letter sent to Stamford Methodist Circuit: 
“The Stamford Methodist Circuit Trustees note the content of your letter and regret to inform you that we are in 
no position to offer any financial support to the Somerby Parish Council at this time.  The funds we have are 
allocated and reserved for various areas of the work and ministry of the Circuit.”  
The Councillors felt that this response was insulting but agreed that no further action would be taken. 
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642/21/22 Horsepond ownership 
 

Cllr Powell planned a further visit to the Records Office.  Cllr Garner would investigate the issues around party 
walls.  
 

643/21/22 Community Hub  
 

Nothing to report. 
 

644/21/22 Maintenance of Parish Assets/Grounds 
 

Nothing to report. 
 

645/21/22 Post Office services 
 

The Clerk had contacted the doctor’s surgery re hosting the PO service but had not received a response as yet.   
 

Cllr Powell visited the PO van in Thorpe Satchville and established that it was operated by the sub-postmaster 
of Uppingham PO.  He was informed that the National Lead for Service Provision is considering extending the 
service to Somerby and proposed that he make contact to discuss this.  It was agreed that Cllr Fynn would write 
a piece for Towards to publicise the service. 
 

Cllr Fynn to write article for Towards on PO van 
 

Cllr Powell to contact National Lead for Service Provision  
 

646/21/22 Upgrade of Streetlights to LED 
 

All streetlights have now been upgraded to LED.  A complaint was received about the bulkhead light on 
Somerby House Farm, Church Lane stating that it was very bright and pointing directly into window of house 
opposite.  The light was also on during the day.  Eon would be sending an operative to look at this.     
The Clerk had received a phone call from LCC regarding the PC’s SHIRE grant application, requesting further 
information ahead of a decision meeting on 14th March, including electricity bills and a risk assessment.  Cllr 
Powell would liaise with the Clerk on a response. 
 

Cllr Powell and Clerk to liaise on a response to LCC   
 

647/21/22 Somerby RHWS 
 

The Clerk had contacted LCC to ask when Somerby RHWS will be reopened, and the following response was 
received: 
Whilst I appreciate the disappointment residents might feel about the temporary loss of this service, 
unfortunately we are not able to reopen the Somerby site at this stage.  
The significant pressure faced with regard to lack of HGV drivers and site staff is ongoing, with further 
employees leaving since Christmas. Given the circumstances, the service is being managed in the best 
interests of as many residents across the county as possible. We are actively trying to recruit additional staff 
and drivers to alleviate the issue; however, this process takes time and availability of potential applicants is 
currently a challenge.  
I’m sorry there isn’t better news at this time but the service is facing unprecedented difficulties and we are trying 
to manage this in the best way possible.  
Media messages will be sent out and the site webpage will be updated as soon as there is an improvement in 
the situation. 
Complaints have been received about fly tipping on Bruce’s Lane, including some with a Somerby address.  
LCC have said that they are monitoring the site and removed some household waste on 28th February.  They 
had also reported some tipped hardcore to MBC. 
 

648/21/22 Works required at Pickwell Churchyard  
 

The church architect’s report is still awaited.  Cllr Powell would ask Alan Smith for a contact name at the 
Diocese so that the PC could chase it with them directly.   
 

Cllr Powell to ask Alan Smith for a contact at the Diocese 
 

649/21/22 Pickwell Water Treatment Plant 
 

STW had written to Pickwell residents on 10th February.  Cllr Garner had drafted a letter to STW and circulated 
this for comments.  It was agreed that the letter should be sent. 
 

Clerk to send letter to STW 
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650/21/22 Planning reform and Neighbourhood Plans 
 

The letter drafted by Cllr Powell has been sent to 23 parish councils in the electoral ward of Alicia Kearns MP.  
At time of writing 16 PCs have agreed to support the letter and 1 will be discussing at their March NP meeting.  
It was agreed that the letter should be sent sooner rather than later.  Cllr Powell and the Clerk would liaise to do 
this. 
 

Cllr Powell and the Clerk to liaise on the letter to Alicia Kearns 
   
Parish Projects 
 

Updates on current projects:  
 

651/21/22 Somerby Horse Pond 
 

One quote (£1640) has been received for repairs to the wall.  Cllr Powell felt that the quote lacked sufficient 
detail, for instance not including any mention of ‘weep drains’.     

 

652/21/22 Queens Jubilee 2022 
 

A public meeting was held on Tuesday 8th March in the Stilton Cheese to discuss ideas and gather volunteers 
for the Jubilee Lunch on 5th June.  Cllr Powell, Cllr Fynn, Cllr Harris and the Clerk were present, together with 
two parishioners.  A working group was proposed consisting of those present (with additions as required).  
 

Proposal: That a Working Group for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee event on 5th June 2022 be created consisting 
of Pat Fynn, Carl Powell, Helen Harris, Kathryn Staley, Sue Michelson and Paul Mitchell. 
 

Proposed by Cllr Powell Seconded by Cllr Pentecost 
 

Cllrs. resolved to approve 
 

Progress thus far: 

• Two toilets have been booked at a cost of £136 +VAT 

• An inflatable obstacle course, bouncy castle and generator have been booked at a total cost of £280 

• Somerby Memorial Hall will run a BBQ and retain any profits 

• Attendees will be invited to bring their own food to eat (in addition to the BBQ).  A decision about ‘shared 
desserts’ was deferred.   

• The Stilton Cheese Inn have been asked if they will run a bar.   

• A parishioner had offered the use of a generator and some storage space if needed.  

• Live Music –  
The Clerk had made an enquiry via a national website called Encore Musicians and this had yielded 16 
quotes from available bands with fees ranging from £800 to £1150.  An enquiry had also been sent to DG 
Music (Oakham).  Enquiries to other recommended bands have not yielded any results as yet.  It was 
agreed that a decision needed to be made within the following week and that £800-£900 was an 
acceptable cost. 
A band would need a stage (and cover in event of rain).  Curtain sided trailer considered if one could be 
borrowed.   

• Gazebos to be used rather than hiring a marquee (though a parishioner had suggested approaching local 
scout groups re possible loan of marquee.)  Parishioners would be asked for loan of gazebos. 

• Activities –  
Races for adults and children.  Welly wanging and tug of war also suggested.  Stocks suggested as a fun 
and cheap activity.  A parishioner has offered to help run games. 

• Royal themed hat competition.  It had been suggested that a hat making workshop be run prior to event.  
Mel Davies agreed to give this consideration. 

• Decorations: Plenty of bunting was available.  Some specific Jubilee decorations would be purchased, 
including a flag for Somerby village green (to be flown during the whole bank holiday weekend).   

• A parishioner had suggested that everyone could be encouraged to wear something purple.  

• A risk assessment would be required.   

• The requirement for First Aiders would be looked at. 
 

The Clerk had discovered that the school has also ordered Jubilee Medals, so a list of alternative 
commemorative items (wearable medals, pins, mugs) had been circulated to councillors. 
 

Clerk to order 50 Jubilee mugs @ £2.95 each plus VAT and delivery 
 

Clerk to Jubilee flag for Somerby village green 
 
 
 



 

192 | SPC Minutes 

 

5. SHLAA SITES UPDATE 
 

653/21/22 
 

SOM1 – Oakham Road 
Cllr Powell reported that 28 new maps/documents had just been published on the planning portal.  He would 
report back to the PC when he had studied them.  The developer had invited him to a consultation workshop at 
MBC offices on 22nd or 23rd March and Cllr Harris offered to attend with him. 
 

SOM2 – land off Manor Lane/High Street 
Nothing to report. 
 

6. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

New Applications  
654/21/22 22/00142/FUL Conversion of existing barn and apartment into single family dwelling at Owl 

Barn, Lower Leesthorpe Farm, Stapleford Road, Leesthorpe 
SPC had recommended refusal 
 

655/21/22 22/00140/FUL Demolition of the existing garage and shed.  The division of the existing 
dwelling into two dwellings with extensions, including works to infill the existing 
basement (to the proposed Unit 1) and the conversion of the attic space (to the 
proposed Unit 2).  New detached dwelling to the north west of the existing 
dwelling.  At 28 The Field, Somerby 
SPC had recommended improvements to Units 1 & 2 and refusal of Unit 3  

 

Decisions Received  
None received 
 
Other Planning Issues 
 

656/21/22 20/01239/FUL Proposed single storey dwelling at 12 West End, Pickwell 
 

Cllr Powell had been corresponding with MBC regarding this application and had identified several 
inconsistencies in their responses.  Specifically:  
1. MBC Head of Development Control had informed Cllr Powell that the Planning Inspectorate had refused to 

decide the application and had passed it back to MBC.  Weeks later the Case Officer (Toby Ebbs) reported 
that the Inspectorate was deciding it. 

2. Toby Ebbs had informed Cllr Powell that they had received a Design & Access Statement and would 
upload it to the planning portal straight away.  Two weeks later he had told Cllr Powell that they had no 
D&A and had asked the applicant to provide one.  As a D&A is mandatory in a Conservation Area, Cllr 
Powell had asked MBC why the application had been validated.  He was advised that the application had 
been received during the first Covid lockdown and had been validated without a D&A due to an admin 
oversight. 

A Pickwell resident expressed concern about issues with the planning system locally, including the fact that the 
Case Officer for this application is also the Conservation Officer.  Cllr Powell responded that SPC have started 
to submit formal complaints to MBC. 

 
657/21/22 17/01389/FUL 5 Alms houses at Butlers Cottage, 11 Somerby Road, Pickwell 
 

Nothing to report. 
 
658/21/22 21/00764/DIS Southfields Farm development (re-wilding area Condition 23) 

 

Cllr Powell had submitted a corporate complaint to MBC on behalf of SPC regarding the discharge of Condition 
23.  He had also sent this to the Chair of the Planning Committee, Pam Posnett, who had phoned Cllr Powell to 
acknowledge receipt and advised that the response would not be quick.  
 
659/21/22 Letter of no confidence  
 

Cllr Powell stated that a series of specific corporate complaints would be required rather than a single letter of 
no confidence. 
 
670/21/22 Planning training for Councillors 
 

The Planning Development Manager, Louise Parker, had contacted the Clerk to say that they are ‘working hard 
to get dates in the diary and come up with a suggested agenda’.  She would be in touch as soon as this is ready 
for our consideration. 
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7. REPORTS AND INFORMATION 
 

671/21/22 Bank balance £31,858.15 
 

 

SPC £31,439.62  

Somerby Parish Protection Group £418.53  
 

 
 

672/21/22 HSBC Bank 
 

The Clerk had been informed that she is not registered as the Primary User on the bank account and access to 
the account has been suspended until the matter is resolved.  She had completed a ‘Change of Primary User’ 
form and presented this at the meeting for Cllr Powell and Cllr Fynn to sign. 
 

Clerk to submit ‘Change of Primary User’ form to HSBC 

 
673/21/22 National Salary Award 2021-22 
 

A 1.75% pay increase has been agreed for 2021/22.  NALC have released new salary scales and the Clerk’s 
salary has been increased accordingly with backpay to 1st April 2021. 
 
674/21/22 Play Area 
 

Cllr Garner reported that she is awaiting a response to her lease queries from the Ernest Cook Trust. 
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675/21/22 Risk Register 
 

Cllr Powell and the Clerk had completed the annual review of the Risk Register and it had been circulated for 
comments.    
 

Proposal: That the Risk Register 2021/22 be adopted 
 

Proposed by Cllr Allen Seconded by Cllr Pentecost 
 

Cllrs. resolved to approve 

 
676/21/22 Internal Audit 
 

LRALC had confirmed that Hayley Cawthorne will be our internal auditor again this year.  The audit will be 
carried out remotely on 28th April.   
 
677/21/22 Crime update 
 

Nothing to report. 

 
8. INCOME & EXPENDITURE 
 

Expenditure 

678/21/22 Tim Maydwell (outstanding 2021/22 payments)  £732.75 BAC payment 

679/21/22 Clerk salary (incl National Pay Award backdated to 1/4/21) £843.16 BACS payment 

680/21/22 HMRC (employer & employee NIC) £16.54 BACS payment 

681/21/22 Onecom (Telephone & broadband – January) £82.60 Direct Debit 

682/21/22 Somerby Memorial Hall (hall hire March) £20.00 BACS payment 

683/21/22 B&H Midland (Towards printing) £420.00 BACS payment 

684/21/22 K Staley (postage stamps) £66.00 BACS payment 

685/21/22 A Star Bouncy Castles (deposit) – PAID £20.00 Approved via email 

686/21/22 R Musson (2021 Christmas trees x3) £105.00 Cheque 

687/21/22 PBS Office (stationery) £60.22 BACS payment 

688/21/22 HSBC monthly bank fee £8.00  

689/21/22 *npower (Streetlighting power January/February) – INVOICES AWAITED 

* npower has not issued any invoices for SPC since 6/1/22.  The Clerk has spoken to them, and they 
explained that there was a hold on the account ‘pending some queries’.  This appears to be an 
administrative error relating to the queries on the January invoice.  The Clerk has explained that these 
queries have now been resolved and they have agreed to raise the missing invoices.   

 

Income  
  

  

690/21/22 HSBC Bank Interest (Bank Account 5) £0.05  

691/21/22 R Camplejohn (fee for headstone) £50.00 Cheque 

692/21/22 John Christiansen (Towards ad) £20.00  

 
9. CORRESPONDENCE  
 

693/21/22 Letter from Revd Andy Fyall re Methodist Hall  

694/21/22 Emails from parish councils re letter to Alicia Kearns 

695/21/22 Email from Hayley Cawthorne re Internal Audit 2021/22 

696/21/22 Email from Louise Parker at MBC re Planning Training for SPC 

697/21/22 Email from MBC re postal numbering at former Southfields Farm  

698/21/22 Email from MBC re Neighbourhood Planning Network event 

699/21/22 Email from E M Dorman Funeral Directors re memorial for Lynne Camplejohn 

700/21/22 Email from The Extones re band booking enquiry for Jubilee event 

701/21/22 Emails from A Star Bouncy Castles re booking for Jubilee event 

702/21/22 Email from Armed Forces Covenant Officer for Charnwood, Rushcliffe & Melton re SPC signing 
the covenant 

703/21/22 Email from ECT to offer services of their Estate Woodman during strong winds 

704/21/22 Email from Leics Waste Partnership re new Resources & Waste Strategy for Leics consultation 
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705/21/22 Email from MBC re consultation on draft housing allocations policy 

706/21/22 Email from FPCR Environment & Design re project to develop Access to Nature Plan for LCC 

707/21/22 Quotation from Stuart Sharp for works to horsepond wall 

708/21/22 Email from Manky Beds re band booking enquiry for Jubilee event 

709/21/22 Emails from LCC re Somerby RHWS 

710/21/22 Email from MBC acknowledging receipt of corporate complaint ref DJMLQJGK 

711/21/22 Notification of TTRO at Somerby Rd, Burrough on 14th March 

712/21/22 Notification of TTRO at Main St, Pickwell on 14th March 

713/21/22 Emails from WPD re update to streetlight inventory  

714/21/22 Email from Gallaghers Insurance re considerations for Jubilee events 

715/21/22 Emails from Pickwell resident re defibrillator training 

716/21/22 Email from Beverley Parker (Community Recovery Worker for Melton) from LCC re attending SPC 
meeting 

717/21/22 Email from ex-resident of Pickwell re proposed use of quarry field for 2 residential properties  

718/21/22 Email from Chave Planning re proposed consultation workshop on SOM1 

719/21/22 Email from LCC re bus service disruption during road closure commencing 14/3/22 

 

10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
 

720/21/22 Request from Stilton Cheese Pub for parking restriction 
 

The pub had approached Cllr Powell to ask for SPC support in obtaining a parking restriction outside 80-90 High 
Street, and possibly 74 High Street.  They understand that all the PC can do is ask Highways, which they have 
tried themselves but been turned down.  Cllr Powell has consulted residents; 80-90 High St are in favour (as 
long as loading/unloading is allowed). 74 High St is against.  Nesbits Coaches and Burrough Court Estate are in 
favour (as their vehicles are obstructed by bad parking on occasion). 
Cllr Powell would circulate a map of the specific location for further discussion. 
 

Cllr Powell to circulate details 
 

721/21/22 Defibrillator training 
 

A resident had requested defibrillator training for Pickwell after being advised by Beverley Parker (LCC 
Recovery Worker for Melton) that SPC is responsible for this.  The Community Heartbeat Trust provide training 
for up to 50 people at a cost of £175.  The resident had previously arranged free defibrillator training with the Air 
Ambulance via Dr Roberts at Somerby Surgery.  It was agreed that an article would be placed in Towards to 
gauge the demand for training and the Clerk would ask the resident for Dr Roberts’ contact details. 
Cllr Pentecost also advised that a qualified First Aider from Burrough had previously considered offering 
defibrillator training there.   
 

722/21/22 Requested visit from LCC Community Recovery Worker for Melton 
 

Beverley Parker, the LCC Community Recovery Worker for Melton would like to attend a PC meeting and talk 
about her work, possibly giving a prepared presentation.  She summarised her aims in an email as follows: 
“We are coming out of this [pandemic], with restrictions being lifted.  Only now we can try and understand what 
has happened within our communities, groups being disbanded or put on hold or people not knowing where to 
go for help, feeling isolated or lonely.  We can now focus on the wider health and wellbeing needs of rural 
communities. 
My main aim is to walk around villages and try and make contact with village halls, churches, shops etc. To try 
and embed myself within the community to help individuals or groups with assistance or advice.  I have helped 
other village halls, churches and people that needed intervention through making contact.” 
It was agreed that she would be invited to attend the Parish Assembly in April. 
 

Clerk to invite Beverley Parker to the Parish Assembly 
 

11. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

723/21/22 NEXT MEETING: 7pm Annual Assembly Wednesday 13th April 2022, followed by Parish Council 
meeting at Somerby Memorial Hall 
 
Adopted and signed this …………… day of …………………………… 2022 
 
Chairman ………………………………………………………….. 


