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Somerby Parish Council 
MINUTES of PARISH COUNCIL 
11th March 2020 
Somerby Memorial Hall 
  
Present  Cllrs. Pat Fynn 
    Lynne Camplejohn 

Su Garner 
Bernard Pentecost 
Carl Powell  

               

   Clerk/RFO Kathryn Staley 
      
720/19/20 Welcome – The Chairman welcomed 3 government electors and Cllr Joe Orson 
 
721/19/20 Apologies – Apologies were received from Cllr Higgins  
 
722/19/20 Declarations of Interest - No declarations of interest were received 
 

2. ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF MEETING HELD: 12TH FEBRUARY 2020 
 

Proposed by Cllr Camplejohn Seconded by Cllr Pentecost 
 

Cllrs. resolved to approve 

 
3. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN UPDATE 
 

723/19/20 
  

Proposal: To approve the Submission Draft of the Somerby Parish Neighbourhood Plan (following the 
amendments made as a result of the Regulation 14 consultation) and to submit it to Melton Borough Council for 
progression to the next stages.  
 

The Parish Council resolved unanimously to approve the Submission Draft of the Somerby Parish 
Neighbourhood Plan and to submit it to MBC  
Proposed by Cllr Fynn   Seconded by Cllr Camplejohn 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES 
  

724/19/20 Stygate Lane & Pickwell-Somerby Traffic Issues 
 

Cllr Higgins had reported that he would coordinate a letter from MBC/Leics Police/LCC Highways and send this 
to the offending haulage companies.  Jon Barlow would also call them to request that they cease using Stygate 
Lane. 
Cllr Garner had asked LCC Highways for a copy of their HGV weight limit map.  Cllr Orson confirmed that it was 
an issue across the whole county.  He added that he had spent time in Pickwell on three separate occasions 
and had not witnessed any HGVs on Main Street.  The data collected by residents suggested that there were 
only 1 or 2 incidents per day and that these were predominantly by a particular haulier. 
 
725/19/20 General Highways Matters 
 

The Clerk has reported the damaged pavements at Kings Lane, Burrough and High Street, Somerby.  
Photographs of the overgrown footpath on Pickwell Road have been requested by and sent to Highways who 
are arranging for a contractor to carry out the works hopefully during March. 
 
726/19/20 Community Speedwatch & SID 
 

Nothing to report. 
 
727/19/20 Community Asset Register  
 

Cllr Camplejohn had not yet completed the ACV form for the village shop. Nothing further to report on the 
Methodist Hall.   
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728/19/20 Horsepond ownership 
 

Cllr Garner had spoken with James Brown who would be sending the Statutory Declaration to her as soon as 
possible.   
 
729/19/20 Community Active and Rural Enterprise (CARE) 
 

A questionnaire has been delivered to residents of the parish to gauge interest in volunteering.  A number of 
parishioners had misunderstood and thought that it was being organised by the Parish Council.  While the 
Councillors agreed it was an admirable project which they were supportive of, it was felt that the distinction 
should be made between SPC and the Community Hub/CARE.   
The Councillors were concerned that there was little information about how the volunteer project would be 
managed, and whether the necessary criminal records checks/insurance/food hygiene requirements had been 
considered.  Cllr Orson felt that the resources needed to get it started would be considerable and that it would 
not be sustainable in the long term as a voluntary service.  Cllr Fynn would ask Davina Bates to write an update 
for Towards, and if this was not forthcoming Cllr Fynn write something. 
 

Cllr Fynn to contact Davina Bates 

 
730/19/20 Maintenance of Parish Assets 
 

Cllr Fynn reported that Tim Maydwell has been reminded about the benches requiring work and asked to 
straighten the gravestone at Pickwell churchyard.   
 
731/19/20 Somerby Cemetery 
 

Cllr Fynn reported that the cemetery is looking very good and well maintained.  Leicestershire Gardens have 
asked whether SPC wishes to continue their mowing contract and the Council unanimously agreed that they be 
asked to continue on the same terms as 2019. 
 

Clerk to respond to Leicestershire Gardens  

 
732/19/20 10th Battalion commemoration in Somerby village 
 

The following list of suggestions had been forwarded to Alec Wilson: 

• A series of durable plaques by sites that were significant to the 10th.  Details of their usage and amenities 
en route could then build a trail for walkers, riders & drivers, and be available from suitable outlets.  This 
would probably be of interest to the wider FOTT and could stimulate tourism. 

• Seats with planters – not as elaborate as this, but see https://www.thefriendlybench.co.uk/   It was 
thought this could be combined with doing up Somerby Memorial Hall frontage but the area is in shadow 
for half the day so maybe the Green would be better. 

• The request for toilets was put forward again, possibly near the church. 

• There was a request for a triptych giving the names of all those who survived. 
Davina Bates had contacted the Clerk with an additional suggestion which had already been submitted directly 
to the Paras.  This was for a ‘illustrated tabletop information board’ with curved bench and planting, to be 
located on the green.  Cllr Fynn would bring this suggestion to the FOTT meeting on 12th March. 
 
733/19/20 Co-option of Councillor  

 

One vacancy remains and continues to be advertised. 
 

734/19/20 Wheelchair Access signage at Church Lane 
 

Cllr Camplejohn had contacted the owner of the property at the corner of Church Lane (Old Brewery Court) to 
enquire about the possibility of placing a sign on their wall and awaited a response.   
A Church Lane resident adjacent to the wheelchair access pathway expressed concern about cars parking on 
the access.  Cllr Garner offered to find out who owned this piece of land. 
 
735/19/20 Boundary at Farm View, Oakham Rd, Somerby 
 

Nothing to report.  Clerk to chase for an update from Highways.  
 

Clerk to chase Highways for an update 

 
736/19/20 Review of SPCC contribution to grass cutting 
 

The Clerk had contacted the Record Office and had been provided with copies of minutes from 1965 which 
show that SPC had resolved to purchase the land for the ‘new’ cemetery and agreed to take responsibility for 

https://www.thefriendlybench.co.uk/
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the ‘Church Ground’ once it was declared closed.  Cllr Garner has done a basic search of registered land 
ownership which shows that both the churchyard extension and ‘new’ cemetery are unregistered. 
Vic Allsop had offered to assist in resolving the matter and Cllr Fynn is drafting a letter to send to him. 
 

Cllr Fynn to write to Vic Allsop 

 
737/19/20 Tree Management 

 

The Clerk had contacted the LCC Forestry & Arboriculture Officer to request a quote for a tree survey and 
awaits a response.   
 
738/19/20 PSPO signage at Play Area 
 

The incorrect signage had been placed at the play area and has now been replaced with the correct ‘No Dogs’ 
sign.  The original sign has been relocated to the horsepond as requested. 
 

Parish Projects 
Updates on current projects:  
 

739/19/20 Somerby Horse Pond 
 

Chris Fisher had reported that he hadn’t pursued the notice board as yet but is in the process of completing 
application forms for match funding which included the board as part of a wider scheme.  A letter of support 
from SPC may be needed.  Chris also asked whether SPC would like the Horsepond to be identified on the map 
for the Somerby Open Gardens on Sunday 21st June.  The Council agreed this was a good idea. 
 
 

5. PARISHIONERS TIME 
 

740/19/20 Coronavirus 
 

A Pickwell resident raised the suggestion of a ‘community mobile phone number’ for use by those people self-
isolating due to Coronavirus, specifically those living alone or with no support network.  The Councillors 
suggested that it was important to be vigilant and offer support to neighbours, and believed that there was a 
good enough level of community support across the Parish to ensure that vulnerable residents would not be 
overlooked.  It was suggested that parishioners share their contact details with neighbours and that a dedicated 
mobile phone would be of limited use as it relied on the phone holder to be unaffected by the virus themselves. 
The importance of following government advice was stressed and SPC would be guided by the local association 
as the advice is changing almost daily.  Guidance would be given in Towards.  
 
741/19/20 Big Lunch & Fields in Trust 
 

Mel Davies had forwarded links to these initiatives.  The Fields in Trust had been looked at previously by SPC in 
relation to the playing field but had not pursued it at the landowner needed to give permission.  As it was 
unlikely that there would be any celebrations for VE Day, Mel suggested that the Big Lunch might be a good 
way to get the community together, if not this year then maybe next year. 
 

6. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

New Applications  
742/19/20 20/00102/FUL Erection of 10 dwellings at former Southfields Farm, Church Lane, Somerby 

 

A parishioner expressed concern about the lack of affordable housing in this application and vehicle access via 
Church Lane for a probable 20 extra cars plus delivery/oil vehicles.  Church Lane is too narrow to accommodate 
the additional traffic and cars exiting onto High Street, particularly during peak times, will cause severe 
problems.  There was also concern about emergency vehicle access.  Cllr Fynn explained that Highways had 
approved the original application for 12 houses so were unlikely to object to the reduced application.  The 
parishioner suggested that vehicle access was via Owston Road should be retained after construction.  Cllr 
Powell pointed the resident to read his response on the MBC Planning Portal which might be of assistance.  It 
was explained that ten objections are now needed to send the application to Planning Committee.  Cllr Orson 
recommended that the parishioner contact Cllr Higgins and ask for the decision to be made by Committee. 
  
743/19/20 20/00175/FUL  Temporary rural worker’s dwelling (resubmission of 19/00044/FUL) at Land 

South Side of Pickwell Grange, Oakham Rd, Leesthorpe 
744/19/20 20/00179/TCA Treeworks at Land East of Village Hall, Somerby Rd, Pickwell  

 
Decisions Received  
745/19/20 APP/Y2430/W/19/3239598 3 Main Street, Burrough – APPEAL DISMISSED 
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7. REPORTS AND INFORMATION 
 
746/19/20 Bank balance £25,306.63 
 

SPC £24,888.10  

Somerby Parish Protection Group £418.53  

Neighbourhood Plan £0 (see table below) 
 

 Receipts Payments Balance 

2016/17 £14,700.00 £6,601.88 £8,098.12 

2017/18 £0.00 £7,649.13 £448.99 

2018/19 £3,500.00 £2,795.00 £1,153.99 

2019/20 £0.00 £3,647.50 -£2,493.51* 

 *The NP has now used up all grant funding.  £2,493.51 represents the amount which has now been 
 funded by SPC. 
 
747/19/20 Play Area 
 

Giffords have delivered the cushionfall to Burrough Hill Farm and Tim has transported 2 bags to the play area 
ready for topping up the area beneath the swings.  Cllr Fynn reported that Tim hoped to replace the edging 
boards during the coming weekend and would then put down the cushionfall.  The hedge trimming has not been 
finished as the ground is too wet to bring the tractor into the play area.   
 
748/19/20 Financial Regulations and Standing Orders 
 

The Clerk has carried out the annual review of the effectiveness of the PC’s financial controls and system of 
internal audit and circulated her report.  The Parish Council approved the Financial Regulations and Standing 
Orders for 2020. 
 

The Parish Council resolved unanimously to adopt the Financial Regulations and Standing Orders for 2020 
Proposed by Cllr Garner   Seconded by Cllr Camplejohn 

 
749/19/20 Risk Register 
 

LRALC have issued the following advice with regard to Coronavirus and Business Continuity: 
LRALC advises that all councils that have business continuity plans and/or risk assessments in place (all 
councils are required to have the latter) ensure that they deal with the scenario of the council being impacted 
by infection, and/or enforced quarantine and self-isolation caused by an infectious disease.  We would also 
recommend reminding cllrs and officers about the plan that are in place. 

The Clerk will update the PC Risk Register with the assistance of Cllr Powell. 
 

Cllr Powell and the Clerk to update the SPC Risk Register 

 
750/19/20 Crime update 
Nothing to report 

 
8. INCOME & EXPENDITURE 
 

Expenditure 

751/19/20 Clerk salary £568.00 BACS payment 

752/19/20 Eon (February power) £191.30 BACS payment 

753/19/20 Eon (maintenance contract) £126.72 BACS payment 

754/19/20 Onecom (Telephone & Broadband) £80.90 Direct Debit 

755/19/20 B&H Midland (Towards printing) £445.00 BACS payment 

756/19/20 Community Heartbeat Trust (replacement electrodes) £255.60 BACS payment 

757/19/20 Community Heartbeat Trust (annual inspections) £48.00 BACS payment 

758/19/20 PBS Office (stationery) £103.46 BACS payment 

759/19/20 Somerby Memorial Hall (hire) £15.00 BACS payment 
 

Income    

760/19/20 John Christiansen (Towards ad) £20.00  

761/19/20 Louise Buckenham (Towards ad) £48.00  
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762/19/20 Burrough Court (Towards ad) £32.00  

763/19/20 HSBC Bank Interest (Bank Account 5) £0.67 
 

 

9. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

764/19/20 Emails from the Record Office re ownership of cemetery & churchyard extension 

765/19/20 Emails from Highways re road closures 

766/19/20 Emails from Keep Britain Tidy 

767/19/20 Email from Somerby resident re FOTT request for suggestions 

768/19/20 Email from Somerby residents re 20/00102/FUL 

769/19/20 Email form Pensions Regulator re re-enrolment  

770/19/20 Email from Pickwell PCC re headstones requiring straightening 

771/19/20 Email from MBC re Flood Warden Recruitment 

772/19/20 Email from MBC re PSPO signage 

773/19/20 Email from resident re allotments 

774/19/20 Email from prospective buyer re 20/00102/FUL development 

775/19/20 Email from MBC Planning re Developer Contributions SPD consultation 

776/19/20 Emails from Heartbeat Trust re Pickwell phone box 

777/19/20 Email from Heartbeat Trust offering Coronavirus advice 

778/19/20 Email from Get Busy Living Centre re Coronavirus 

779/19/20 Emails from LRALC re Councillor and Biodiversity training days 

780/19/20 Email from Leicestershire Gardens re mowing contract 

781/19/20 Email from Highways re overgrown pathway on Pickwell Road 

  

10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
 

782/19/20 VE Day  
 

Cllr Fynn will write a piece for Towards regarding VE Day.  Cllr Orson suspected that the Melton VE Day 
celebrations would be cancelled due to Coronavirus. 
 
783/19/20 Internal Audit 
 

Cllr Fynn asked the Councillors to review the 2019 Internal Audit Report and make any further comments if 
necessary, ahead of the 2020 Internal Audit.  Cllr Pentecost stated that the auditor can only audit against the 
SPC procedure. 
 
784/19/20 Pickwell Telephone Box 
 

A parishioner from Burrough has volunteered to manage a mini book exchange & ‘art gallery’ in the phone box.  
Martin Fagan from CHT has offered to speak with the parishioner regarding the project and has said that CHT 
can ‘help with the renovation paint’.  It was agreed that Martin would be put in contact with the volunteer and 
detailed proposal obtained to gauge the costs involved to the PC. 
 

Cllr Garner and Clerk to connect Martin Fagan with volunteer 

 
785/19/20 Developer Contributions SPD consultation 
 

Cllr Fynn asked the Council to consider items for the infrastructure priorities list. 
 

All Councillors to submit suggestions at next meeting 

 

11. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

786/19/20 NEXT MEETING: Annual Assembly Wednesday 8th April at 7pm, followed by Parish Council 
meeting at Somerby Memorial Hall  
 
Adopted and signed this …………… day of ……………………………………… 2020 
 
Chairman ………………………………………………………….. 
 


