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Somerby Parish Council 
MINUTES of ANNUAL MEETING of PARISH COUNCIL 
10th May 2017 
Pickwell & Leesthorpe Village Hall  
  
Present  Cllrs. Lynne Camplejohn  
    Howard Blakebrough  
    Pat Fynn  
    Colin Marlow  
    David Vurley 
         
   Clerk/RFO Kathryn Staley 
         

1. ELECTION  OF OFFICERS 

 
054/17/18 Chairman 
 
Proposal – Cllr Camplejohn was nominated by Cllr Blakebrough 
Seconded – by Cllr Vurley 
The matter was put to a vote and Cllr Camplejohn received 4 votes.       
Cllr Camplejohn accepted the position of Chairman. 
 
055/17/18 Vice Chairman 
 
Proposal – Cllr Marlow was nominated by Cllr Blakebrough 
Seconded – by Cllr Camplejohn 
The matter was put to a vote and Cllr Marlow received 4 votes.    
Cllr Marlow accepted the position of Vice Chairman 

 
056/17/18 Responsible Financial Officer 
 
Proposal – K Staley was nominated by Cllr Blakebrough 
Seconded – by Cllr Camplejohn 
The matter was put to a vote and K Staley received 5 votes.    
K Staley accepted the position of RFO 
 
057/17/18 Parish Council representation to other organisations 
 
Somerby Town Estate – Tim Maydwell, Alan Tomes & Ray Leverton  
Pickwell & Leesthorpe Village Hall – Shirley Campbell 
Somerby Memorial Hall – Rachel Jackson 
Sub-committee re Recreation Area Lease – Cllr Crosby and Cllr Camplejohn 
Community Bus Partnership – Cllr Vurley and Cllr Blakebrough 

 
2. WELCOME, APOLOGIES AND DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 
058/17/18 Welcome – The Chairman welcomed 2 Government Electors and Nigel Spencer from LR4x4 
 
059/17/18 Apologies – Apologies were received from Cllr Crosby, Cllr Orson and Cllr Higgins  
 
060/17/18 Declarations of Interest – There were none 
 

3. ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF MEETING HELD: 12TH APRIL 2017 

 
Proposed by Cllr Marlow Seconded by Cllr Fynn 
 

Cllrs. resolved to approve 
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4. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES 
  
061/17/18 Melton Local Plan 
 
Nothing to report 
 
062/17/18 SHLAA 
 
Planning application 16/00100/OUT (Oakham Rd, Somerby) was refused by the planning committee on 27

th
 

April.  Cllr Blakebrough praised Cllr Camplejohn and Carl Powell for their contributions towards this outcome. 
Planning applications 16/00146/OUT and 16/00616/FUL (Southfields Farm, Somerby) were approved. 
The Clerk has contacted Pat Reid at MBC to request an update on the status of planning application 
16/00615/OUT (Burrough Rd, Somerby).  Cllr Blakebrough expressed concern that this application could go to 
Planning Committee at short notice and that responses to questions raised in our draft submission have not 
been answered.  It was agreed that the Clerk would contact Pat Reid to require that these issues be addressed 
as a matter of urgency.  Cllr Higgins to be copied in.   
 

Clerk to email Pat Reid  

 
063/17/18 Somerby Parish Neighbourhood Plan  
 
Mary Anne Donovan provided an email update as follows: 
“The Housing, and the Economy/Infrastructure/Facilities and the Natural and Historic Environment background 
papers, issues/objectives and draft policies have been submitted to Yourlocale for critique and to get their 
opinion if  sufficient evidence is provided, what more needs to be done, and also if our Plan will fit with the 
NPPF and the general strategic direction of the Melton Local Plan.  Housing design and scale statements have 
been drafted as well as environmental asset mapping.  We are a Parish rich in environmental assets. 
  
More work needs to be done to integrate the conclusions of the Theme Groups and to agree the style of the 
writing/presentation of the NP. We wish to come to the PC when we have a draft document, but would 
appreciate if we could have informal meetings where needed along the way to ensure we all agree with the 
direction, as timing now is critical. 
  
Yourlocale has become very busy and we may need to discuss alternative uses of funds (such as another 
source for the final production of the questionnaire document, which may be less costly) to keep to an effective 
timetable.” 
 
The Councillors agreed that informal meetings should be held as suggested.  Cllr Blakebrough stated that the 
NP steering group will need to give a more detailed explanation of the Yourlocale/funding issues. 
 
Mary Anne went on in her email to talk about the Parish Council Letter to MBC on Somerby Settlement Role:   
“We got halfway to producing a draft document for the full Parish Council to review based on NP evidence which 
challenges the Melton Plan direction to allocate large scale development to Somerby Village, particularly on the 
south and west of the village. Our evidence would not support this strategy for infrastructure, jobs, travel and 
environmental reasons.   I understand from Carl [Powell] that the draft historic environment statement was not 
clear. This would be important to discuss with the PC given Historic England’s criticism of the Melton Plan to 
provide relevant and local information on the historic environment (Pre-submission Plan Sustainability Appraisal 
document 2016). The Advisory group would like to join with the PC to support this position.  Would it be possible 
to complete the letter to MBC in the next two weeks?  Carl has volunteered to draft it for your consideration.” 
 
The Councillors unanimously agreed that Carl should draft the letter. 
 

Cllr Camplejohn to respond to Mary Anne’s email 

 
064/17/18 113 Bus Service 
 
Cllr Vurley reported that the CBP met on 9

th
 May.  A report was due from the Community Council on the first 2 

years of the partnership, but two of the partners had missed the deadline for responses so this report was not 
available.  The service provider and the representative from County Hall talked about passenger numbers; 
these have not improved from 2 years ago despite the best efforts of the CBP.  The partnership is now 
considering other options which might fulfil the limited need for public transport.  This is largely dependent on 
input from the local authority on their thinking beyond a service bus.  A meeting is expected at the end of June 
to begin collating ideas. 
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065/17/18 East Leics and Rutland Clinical Commissioning Group 
 
Nothing to report 
 

  066/17/18 Patient Participation Group 
 
The Group meets intermittently with no real aims or objectives.  It was agreed that Cllr Fynn would remain on 
the circulation list for minutes of the meetings. 
 
067/17/18 Improvements to Somerby Play Area 
 
It was agreed that an up to date list of desired equipment and costs would be compiled. 
 
Cllr Blakebrough queried whether the PC needed to speak to ECT regarding their plans for the land which 
includes the play area.  It was agreed that he would speak to Jonathan Stebbing to get an update.   
 

Cllr Blakebrough to contact Jonathan Stebbing 

 
068/17/18 Traffic Measures Pickwell 
 
Cllr Vurley referenced Cllr Orson’s Parish Assembly report regarding ‘dragon’s teeth’ at the entry points to 
Pickwell and other appropriate points in the Parish.  It was suggested that they were also needed at the entry 
points to Somerby from Pickwell, Burrough and Oakham, and possibly at the entry point to Burrough from 
Somerby.  Cllr Vurley proposed that evidence be gathered to support such an application.  CSW would be 
useful in this regard.  Cllr Blakebrough suggested that we should contact Cllr Orson for further advice on how to 
proceed.  The Clerk has also obtained 2 quotes for speed surveys at Pickwell Road/Somerby Road.  It was 
agreed in principle that we would proceed with a survey, if it was deemed necessary following the conversation 
with Cllr Orson. 
 

Cllr Vurley to contact Cllr Orson 

 
069/17/18 Community Speedwatch 
 
Cllr Vurley reported that two dates have been offered by CSW.  It was agreed that 1/7/17 to 14/7/17 would be 
acceptable, and will be divided up between the villages as follows: 1/7 – 5/7 Pickwell, 6/7 – 10/7 Burrough and 
11/7 – 14/7 Somerby.  The PC were hopeful that there would be a better response from Somerby residents this 
year.  
 
070/17/18 Cicle Classic 
 
Nigel Spencer from LR4x4 reported that the Cicle Classic on 23

rd
 April had gone smoothly without any issues.  

He provided information about the Juniors and Womens races on 4
th
 June.   

Mel Davies informed Nigel that there had been a large amount of litter dropped by the cyclists, particularly 
between Burrough on the Hill and Marefield.  Concern was also expressed about the behaviour of cycle teams 
on the roads the day before the race.  There had been complaints about cyclists not following the Highway 
Code, and putting themselves and other road users at risk with their dangerous behaviour.  It was agreed that 
the PC should contact Colin Clewes and request that he communicate these concerns with the teams.   
 

Clerk to contact Colin Clewes regarding litter and team behaviour on the day before the race 

 
071/17/18 Somerby Cemetery 
 
Cllr Marlow reported that he had cleared the vegetation from the lychgate and that the gate did not need a new 
closer; if the gate is removed and re-hung, and the hinges cleaned, it will naturally close by itself.  He could only 
locate two holes in the ground and stated that these simply need topping up with soil.  This will be a regular 
maintenance issue.   
Cllr Vurley has met with Mark Ashman to do a tree survey.  The trees are all healthy.  Two trees need their 
crowns raising, due to highways issues. On the eastern boundary, there are a number of trees needing 
attention.  The hedge will then need layering.  Mark Ashman has quoted £450 for the treeworks.  The Council 
agreed unanimously to accept this quote.  
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Cllr Vurley and Cllr Marlow to obtain quotes for the layering of the hedge on the eastern boundary 

 
072/17/18 10

th
 Battalion War Memorial 

 
Cllr Marlow reported that the sculptor had been asked to provide drawings for the memorial.  Everards Brewery 
have pledged to brew and market the ‘Myrtle the Parachick’ beer and will donate £15 per barrel sold to the 
group.  Cllr Blakebrough suggested that an update should be published in Towards.   
 
073/17/18 Swale Ditches 
 
Cllr Marlow reported that he has not heard from the Housing Association regarding responsibility for the ditch at 
Surgery Close.  Cllr Blakebrough offered to contact Eleanor Wood. 
 

Cllr Blakebrough to contact NCHA 

 
074/17/18 Pickwell Closed Churchyard 
 

Clerk to apply for faculty for the removal of conifers, renovation of tomb and stone facing of wall  

 
075/17/18 Litter and dog fouling 
 
Cllr Vurley shared a photograph of an MBC ‘dog fouling’ poster seen in Twyford.  It was agreed that the Clerk 
should contact MBC to source similar posters for Somerby Parish.   
 

Clerk to contact MBC re posters  

 
It was agreed that the Clerk should also contact LCC for advice regarding the overnight parking of lorries in the 
improvised lay-by on Leesthorpe Road. 
 

Clerk to contact LCC re lorries parking overnight 

 
At the April meeting, Cllr Camplejohn proposed that the dog waste bin on Manor Lane be moved to the bottom 
of the lane, where there was an accumulation of discarded dog waste bags.  It was queried whether this location 
is on the public highway, or whether it is on private land.  The Clerk contacted Tony Stimson who explained that 
he has been gathering these bags from various locations and depositing them in a heap at the bottom of the 
lane.  He believes that the number of bags has declined and it is not an issue anymore.  However, he suggested 
that a bin is needed at the bottom of the Grove footpath.  The Councillors agreed that this was a good idea.  It 
was also agreed that the dog bin on Manor Lane should be moved further down the lane to the point at which 
the road becomes unmade.  
Cllr Camplejohn reported that the dog bin by Somerby Equestrian Centre is surrounded by nettles.  Cllr Marlow 
agreed to remove them. 
 

Clerk to order a new dog waste bin and ask Tim Maydwell to install this and move the Manor Lane bin 

 
076/17/18 TPOs at site of new development on Pickwell Road 
 
At the March meeting, Cllr Marlow expressed concerned that 2 trees have been badly damaged and that they 
may have TPOs on them.  He has been unable to locate the site-specific TPO map on the MBC website.  The 
Clerk will contact MBC. 
 

Clerk to contact MBC re TPO map 

 
077/17/18 Amenity Site 
 
The following email has been received from LCC Highways: 
I have raised an instruction to carry out extensive areas of patching along Knossington Road.  I have also asked 
for the deep ruts at the edge of the road just north of the Amenity Site to be filled in.  I have asked for the 
shallower ruts to be filled when we carry out the patching work.  This type of patching work is carried out in a 
programmed manner, and our programme is currently committed for the next few months.  I expect the patching 
works to be completed within the next 6 months. 
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Parish Projects 
 
078/17/18 Somerby Horse Pond 

 
Cllr Crosby has contacted a number of contractors, none of which are interested in the contract, though they do 
not appear to have visited the site.  It was suggested that the dipping platform might be putting contractors off.  
However, Cllr Crosby has spoken to Barnetts and they have confirmed that they would not be interested in 
taking on the work with or without the platform.  Cllr Crosby will continue to source potential contractors. 
 

5. PARISHIONERS’ TIME 
 
079/17/18 Mel Davies asked, on behalf of the Friends of the Tenth, whether SPC would be willing to allow the 
telephone box in Somerby to be painted Maroon.  The Council agreed to this.  Cllr Camplejohn asked whether it 
would be possible to have a model of Pegasus mounted on top of the telephone box.  Cllr Marlow asked who 
needs to be contacted to get permission to trim the hedge around the telephone box.  In the past, Tim Maydwell 
has done this.   
 
080/17/18  Davina Bates reported that there is an excessive amount of dog fouling on the footpath off Mill 
Lane, and also in the Memorial Hall car park.  She is also extremely concerned about road safety on Somerby 
High Street, particularly around the school and Mill Lane junction.  It was explained that parking across this 
junction is an enforcement issue rather than a highways matter, and should be reported to John Scott or parking 
enforcement at MBC. 
Cllr Blakebrough stated that the missing barrier outside Somerby School should be addressed with LCC as a 
matter of urgency. 
 

Clerk to contact LCC re barrier 

 
 

6. PLANNING MATTERS 

 
New Applications 
 
081/17/18 17/00383/FULHH Erection of garage and car port at Fourwinds, Somerby Rd, Burrough on 

the Hill 
082/17/18 17/00355/FUL Temporary use of mobile home at equestrian development on Pickwell Rd, 

Somerby 
083/17/18 17/00435/FUL Demolition of cart shed at 6 Mill Lane, Somerby 
084/17/18 17/00521/TCA Treeworks at 19 Main Street, Pickwell 

 
Decisions Received 
None   

 

7. REPORTS AND INFORMATION 

 
085/17/18 Bank balance £58,597.39 
 

SPC £51379.87 

Neighbourhood Plan £6798.99 

Somerby Parish Protection Group £418.53 

 
086/17/18 Crime updates 
Burglary (non-dwelling) – Somerby 
PC John Scott reports “The burglaries are worrying, we do not get many.  Evidence suggests a group of 3 men 
are driving a black car around a large area to commit these crimes. Cross border investigations are ongoing. If 
you go out make sure you lock up, if you have an alarm use it. Get friends or family to check your premises. 
Leave a car on the drive/outside if you can. 
I would urge everyone to report any suspicious activity on 101 and obviously if a crime appears to be happening 
use 999. 
CYBER CRIME seems to be the hot topic at the moment and the fraudsters are always trying new ideas to 
relieve the innocent of their money.  
Please ensure that you are careful and protect yourself online, update your online security.” 
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Cllr Marlow reported that he had witnessed the theft of batteries from the temporary traffic lights on Pickwell 
Road.  The culprits have been identified and visited by the police. 
 

8. INCOME & EXPENDITURE 
   

 
Expenditure 

  

087/17/18 Clerk salary  £541.35 BACS payment 

088/17/18 HMRC (PAYE) £1.80 BACS payment 

089/17/18 Pickwell & Leesthorpe Village Hall (Hall hire) £15.00 Cheque 

090/17/18 4 Counties Ground Maintenance £240.00 BACS payment 

091/17/18 LOL Contracts (defibrillator RCD reset) £36.54 BACS payment 

092/17/18 Pat Fynn (Assembly refreshments) £10.54 Cheque 

093/17/18 Came & Co (Insurance renewal) £1004.15 BACS payment 

094/17/18 B&H Midland (Towards April & May) £755.00 BACS payment 

095/17/18 Somerby Methodist Hall (NP hire) £28.00 Cheque 

096/17/18 Tim Maydwell £282.00 BACS payment 

    

Income    
097/17/18 MBC (Precept 1

st
 instalment)  £12187.94  

098/17/18 HMRC (VAT refund) £413.95  

099/17/18 HMRC (VAT refund) £631.83  

100/17/18 Towards Advert (Northfields Farm) £20.00  

101/17/18 Towards Advert (Kathy Scott) £12.00  

102/17/18 Towards Advert (Somerby Basketry) £24.00  

103/17/18 HSBC (bank interest acct 5) £0.66  

 
9. CORRESPONDENCE 
 
104/17/18 Email from MBC re Purdah 

105/17/18 Email from Nick Walker re traffic accident and congestion in Somerby 

106/17/18 Email from Pickwell resident re permissions for fencing and off-road parking  

107/17/18 Emails from Roger Snowdin re internal audit 

108/17/18 Insurance renewal documents from Came & Co 

109/17/18 Emails from Philip Sullivan re anaerobic digester 

110/17/18 Email from Grahame Mansell-Grace re road safety 

111/17/18 Quotation from Advanced Transport Research for speed survey  

112/17/18 Email from MBC re Strategic Flood Assessment for Leics 

 
10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
 

113/17/18 SID batteries 
Cllr Vurley has reported that new batteries are required for the Speed Indicator Device.  The original supplier is 
no longer in business.  Cllr Vurley has sourced a new supplier offering very competitive prices.   
 

Purchase approved unanimously   

 

11. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

114/17/18 NEXT MEETING: Wednesday 14
th
 June 7.30pm, at Somerby Memorial Hall  

 
Adopted and signed this …………… day of ……………………………………… 2017 
 
Chairman ………………………………………………………….. 
 


