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Somerby Parish Council 
MINUTES of ANNUAL MEETING of PARISH COUNCIL 
13th May 2020 
Online meeting 
  

Present  Cllrs. Lynne Camplejohn  
    Pat Fynn 

Su Garner 
    Bernard Pentecost 
    Carl Powell  
           

   Clerk/RFO Kathryn Staley 
         

1. ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 

001/20/21 Chairman 
 

Proposal – Cllr Powell was nominated by Cllr Fynn 
Seconded – by Cllr Pentecost 
The matter was put to a vote and Cllr Powell received 4 votes.       
Cllr Powell accepted the position of Chairman. 
 
002/20/21 Vice Chairman 
 

Proposal – Cllr Fynn was nominated by Cllr Powell 
Seconded – by Cllr Pentecost 
The matter was put to a vote and Cllr Fynn received 4 votes.    
Cllr Fynn accepted the position of Vice Chairman. 

 
003/20/21 Responsible Financial Officer 
 

Proposal – K Staley was nominated by Cllr Fynn 
Seconded – by Cllr Camplejohn 
The matter was put to a vote and K Staley received 5 votes.    
K Staley accepted the position of RFO 
 
004/20/21 Parish Council representation to other organisations 
 

Somerby Town Estate – Tim Maydwell, Alan Tomes & Ray Leverton were appointed in 2017 for 4 years 
Pickwell & Leesthorpe Village Hall – Cllr Garner 
Somerby Memorial Hall – Cllr Camplejohn 
Sub-committee re Recreation Area – Cllr Camplejohn 
Community Hub – Cllr Powell 

 
2. WELCOME, APOLOGIES & DECLARATION OF INTERESTS  
 

005/20/21 Welcome – The Chairman welcomed Cllr Higgins and Cllr Orson.  There were no government 
electors in attendance. 

 

006/20/21 Apologies – None received  
 

007/20/21 Declarations of Interest – Cllr Powell declared an interest in Planning Application 
20/00343/FULHH as an immediate neighbour of the applicant 

 

3. ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF MEETING HELD: 11TH MARCH 2020 
 

Proposed by Cllr Camplejohn Seconded by Cllr Fynn 
 

Cllrs. resolved to approve 

 
4. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN UPDATE 
 

008/20/21 
 Cllr Powell reported that the next stage is Regulation 16 consultation.  All the necessary work has been 
completed by the Advisory Group and submitted to MBC.  However, due to the COVID-19 situation, MBC do not 
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currently have the capacity to run this consultation.  Cllr Powell has agreed to speak with Jim Worley on 20th 
May to review the position.  
Cllr Higgins reported that he has the portfolio to sign off Neighbourhood Plans and that there is progress being 
made.  He would also speak to Jim Worley to check the status on Somerby NP. 
 

5. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES 
  

009/20/21 Stygate Lane Traffic Issues 
 

Cllr Orson reported that LCC have reiterated the HGV problem on Stygate Lane is a police matter.  It was 
agreed that there was nothing further the PC could do, and the matter would now be removed from the agenda. 
 
010/20/21 General Highways Matters 
 

The footpath between Somerby and Pickwell has been edged back.  Highways inspected the footpath on High 
Street, Somerby (by school) and concluded that it did not warrant any action but will continue to be monitored as 
part of their regular inspection regime.  A work ticket has been raised for the uneven paving on Kings Lane, 
Burrough and will be put to the front of the queue when work resumes. 
 
011/20/21 Community Speedwatch & SID 
 

Nothing to report. 
 
012/20/21 Community Asset Register  
 

Cllr Camplejohn had not yet completed the ACV form for the village shop due to COVID-19 isolation.  Nothing 
further to report on the Methodist Hall.   
 
013/20/21 Horsepond ownership 
 

Cllr Garner had spoken with James Brown who would be sending the Statutory Declaration to her as soon as he 
was able to retrieve it from an old laptop. 
 

Cllr Garner to chase James Brown for the Statutory Declaration 

 
014/20/21 Community Active and Rural Enterprise (CARE) 
 

Nothing to report. 
 
015/20/21 Maintenance of Parish Assets/Grounds 
 

Cllr Fynn reported that Tim Maydwell had mown Pickwell around the memorial, Somerby Village Green and the 
play area.  He had cleared laurel cuttings from the churchyard, and cleared/sprayed the paths, gullies & drains.    
 
016/20/21 Somerby Cemetery/SPCC contribution to grass cutting 
 

Tim Maydwell had cleared and sprayed the paths in the cemetery. 
Revd Stothers had approved payment of £500 for the 2019 maintenance of the churchyard extension following 
assistance from Vic Allsop.  Going forward it is likely that the PCC will ask for the procedure to change so that 
the invoice goes direct to them from Leicestershire Gardens or they may decide to close the Churchyard 
Extension. 
 
017/20/21 10th Battalion commemoration in Somerby village 
 

Cllr Fynn reported that the trail was FOTT’s preferred option.  No further progress has been made. 
 
018/20/21 Co-option of Councillor  

 

One vacancy remains and continues to be advertised. 
 

019/20/21 Wheelchair Access signage at Church Lane 
 

Cllr Camplejohn would continue trying to contact the owner of the property at the corner of Church Lane (Old 
Brewery Court) to enquire about the possibility of placing a sign on their wall. 
 

Cllr Camplejohn to contact owner of property  

 
020/20/21 Boundary at Farm View, Oakham Rd, Somerby 
 

LCC have reported that the owner of the property has been made aware that they are required to restore the 
verge.  LCC will contact them again if progress is not made when things return a little more to normal.  
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021/20/21 Tree Management 

 

The Clerk had still received no response from the LCC Forestry & Arboriculture Officer regarding a quote for a 
tree survey.  Cllr Orson asked that the email be forwarded to him to chase up. 
 

Clerk to forward email to Cllr Orson 

 
022/20/21 Pickwell Telephone Box 
 

No progress has been made due to the lockdown.  The volunteer will be contacted once things have returned to 
normal.   
 
023/20/21 Developer Contributions SPD consultation 
 

Cllr Higgins reported that he is responsible for signing off Section 106 priorities for the rural areas including 
Somerby.  Examples include affordable housing, contributions to play areas, village halls, cemeteries, etc.  Cllr 
Fynn suggested that bus shelters (for school buses) might be a good idea.  Cllr Higgins stated that Highways 
had requested a bus shelter for the Oakham Road development but that the PC could request a more 
aesthetically pleasing design.  Councillors were unsure whether there would be room on the pavements in 
Somerby for a bus shelter but would look at available options. 
 

Parish Projects 
Updates on current projects:  
 

024/20/21 Somerby Horse Pond 
 

Chris Fisher had provided the following update: 
The diversity of plants have certainly increased this year with snow drops followed by a display of narcissi, 
forget me nots, comfrey and honesty and our first cowslip. The red campions have really taken off and the oxide 
daisies and yellow flag irises are about to burst into flower. Foxgloves, great burnett and wild marjoram are also 
prominent. I have about 200 homegrown wildflower plugs to be planted in the next fortnight. Once the lockdown 
comes to an end, will be happy to do a session on the horsepond to show the variety. 
We have kept the top area cut to counter some feedback that it looked too scruffy. 
In terms of wildlife, there was a lot of frog spawn. There have been 7 baby moor hen chicks which hatched last 
week. This is less than last year. The bats are always to be seen in the evening. 
 

6. PARISHIONERS TIME 
 

No parishioners were present 
 

7. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

New Applications (since 11th March) 
025/20/21 20/00292/FULHH Erection of a single storey, rear extension at 2 High St, Somerby 
026/20/21 20/00319/TCA Treeworks at Holly Cottage, 2 High St, Somerby 
027/20/21 20/00343/FULHH  2 storey side extension & 1 storey rear extension at 2 Oakham Rd, Somerby 
028/20/21 20/00308/GDOCOU Conversion of a barn to one residential dwelling at Lower Leesthorpe Farm, 

Stapleford Rd, Leesthorpe 
029/20/21 20/00102/FUL Amended plans for erection of 10 dwellings at Former Southfields Farm, 

Church Lane, Somerby  
030/20/21 20/00051/FULHH Remodelling of single storey bungalow to create dormer bungalow and new 

double garage at Melbreak, 2 Owston Road, Somerby 
031/20/21 20/00459/TCA Treeworks at Parklands, 12A High Street, Somerby 
032/20/21 20/00398/DIS Discharge of conditions of application 16/00100/FUL 32 new dwellings at 

Field OS 3300, Oakham Rd, Somerby  
Cllr Powell reported that a new developer has been brought in to discharge conditions imposed on the outline 
permission through the submission of technical details, such as surface water drainage etc.  Cllr Higgins has 
submitted comments on layout and design and encouraged the PC to submit views on acceptable design.   
Cllr Powell expressed concerns about the drainage statement and was wary that discharge of drainage 
conditions now could constrain layout/design issues.  He added that the drainage statement did not address the 
issues raised by Pick Everard.  Cllr Fynn asked whether the application would go to Planning Committee.  Cllr 
Higgins would speak to Jim Worley on this. 
The Parish Council has not been consulted on this as it is not a planning application, but it was agreed that 
comments would be submitted.  Cllr Powell and Cllr Fynn would confer on a suitable submission. 
  

Cllr Powell and Cllr Fynn to draft SPC comments on 20/00398/DIS 
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Decisions Received (since 11th March) 
033/20/21 20/00319/TCA Treeworks at Holly Cottage, 2 High St, Somerby 
034/20/21 20/00308/GDOCOU Conversion of a barn to one residential dwelling at Lower Leesthorpe Farm, 

Stapleford Rd, Leesthorpe 
035/20/21 19/01389/FULHH  Construction of new 1½ storey garage with workshop and annex bedroom & 

new single storey garden studio at 27 Main St, Burrough 
036/20/21 20/00292/FULHH Erection of a single storey, rear extension at 2 High St, Somerby 
037/20/21 20/00013/FUL Conversion of part of shop into residential accommodation at Somerby 

Stores, 25 High Street, Somerby 
038/20/21 19/01214/FUL Conversion and extension of existing stable at Marefield Lane House, 

Burrough 

 
8. REPORTS AND INFORMATION 
 
039/20/21 Bank balance £34,267.09 
 

SPC £33,848.56  

Somerby Parish Protection Group £418.53  

Neighbourhood Plan £0 (see table below) 
 

 Receipts Payments Balance 

2016/17 £14,700.00 £6,601.88 £8,098.12 

2017/18 £0.00 £7,649.13 £448.99 

2018/19 £3,500.00 £2,795.00 £1,153.99 

2019/20 £0.00 £3,647.50 -£2,493.51* 

 *The NP has now used up all grant funding.  £2,493.51 represents the amount which has now been 
 funded by SPC. 
 
Cllr Powell expressed concern that expenditure is exceeding income.  He asked the Clerk to email the last 4 
years accounts to him prior to a discussion about where cutbacks could be made.  
 

Clerk to send accounts to Cllr Powell  

 
040/20/21 Play Area 
 

Tim Maydwell has spread the 13 bags of chippings beneath the swings and climbing frames but still needed to 
replace the wooden edging boards.  He reported that he would not be trimming the hedge at present as it is 
quite thin and needed to thicken out. 
The Clerk had received reports of a parishioner allowing their dog to foul in the play area.  Cllr Powell offered to 
speak with the owner if necessary.  
 
041/20/21 Building Society Mandate 
 

Signatories require updating for the Melton Building Society account NIC3358951SOM.  Current signatories are 
Cllr Fynn and David Vurley.  It was resolved that Cllr Carl Powell (Somerby Parish Council Chair) would be a 
signatory in addition to Cllr Pat Fynn (Somerby Parish Council Vice-Chair), and David Vurley would be removed.  
Two signatories are required for withdrawals. 
 

Cllr Powell to take the necessary paperwork and ID into branch to become a signatory on the account 

 
042/20/21 Internal Audit 
 

LRALC had confirmed that Hayley Cawthorne will be SPC’s internal auditor again this year.  The audit will be 
carried out remotely due to COVID-19.  Section 2 (Accounting Statements) of the AGAR had been completed 
and submitted to the auditor. 
 
043/20/21 Risk Register 
 

The Clerk had updated the PC Risk Assessment following advice with regard to Coronavirus and Business 
Continuity.   Cllr Powell would review this. 
 

Cllr Powell to review the Risk Register 
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044/20/21 Crime update 
10th April – attempted burglary in Burrough 
 

9. INCOME & EXPENDITURE 
 

Expenditure 

 March/April invoices authorised via email for payment: 
  

045/20/21 Clerk salary £568.00 BACS payment 

046/20/21 Onecom (Telephone & Broadband) £78.16 Direct Debit 

047/20/21 Astley Computers (cloud backup subscription) £120.00 BACS payment 

048/20/21 LRALC (annual membership) £257.98 Direct Debit 

049/20/21 B&H Midland (Towards printing) £445.00 BACS payment 

050/20/21 Leicestershire Gardens (March grasscutting) £200.00 BACS payment 

051/20/21 Eon (streetlighting power) £204.49 BACS payment 

052/20/21 Ernest Cook Trust (play area rent) 
 

£152.40 BACS payment 

 April/May invoices authorised at the PC meeting:   

053/20/21 Clerk salary £568.00 BACS payment 

054/20/21 Leicestershire Gardens (8th April grasscutting) £200.00 BACS payment 

055/20/21 Kathryn Staley (Zoom subscription) £14.39 BACS payment 

056/20/21 Came & Co (annual insurance premium) £970.83 BACS payment 

057/20/21 B&H Midland (Towards printing) £380.00 BACS payment 

058/20/21 Onecom (Telephone & Broadband) £78.72 Direct Debit 

059/20/21 Leicestershire Gardens (27th April grasscutting) £200.00 BACS payment 

060/20/21 Eon (streetlighting power) £197.46 BACS payment 
 

Income 
   

061/20/21 John Christiansen (Towards ad April) £20.00  

062/20/21 Jane Barnes (Towards ad) £24.00  

063/20/21 HSBC Bank Interest (Bank Account 5) £0.25  

064/20/21 John Christiansen (Towards ad May) £20.00  

065/20/21 Gardens by June (Towards ad) £96.00  

066/20/21 Oakham Vets (Towards ad) £48.00  

067/20/21 Burrough Court Estate (Towards ads) £160.00  

068/20/21 Northfield Farm (Towards ads) £96.00  

069/20/21 Melton Borough Council (precept) £13,539.00  

070/20/21 HSBC Bank Interest (Bank Account 5) £0.05  

071/20/21 HSBC Bank Interest (Bank Account 3) £0.21  

072/20/21 Somerby PCC (grasscutting contribution) £500.00 
 

 

10. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

073/20/21 Signatory mandate form from Melton Building Society  

074/20/21 LRALC/NALC membership form 

075/20/21 Emails from LRALC re Coronavirus advice 

076/20/21 Email from LRALC re internal audit  

077/20/21 Emails from NALC re Coronavirus advice 

078/20/21 Emails from Came & Co re SPC Insurance Renewal for 2020/21 

079/20/21 Emails from MBC re Coronavirus advice 

080/20/21 Email from MBC Planning re Developer Contributions SPD consultation 

081/20/21 Emails from Hayley Cawthorne re Internal Audit 

082/20/21 Email from PKF Littlejohn, External Auditors, re 2019/20 AGAR 

083/20/21 Emails re prescription collection service 

084/20/21 Email from LCC re COVID-19 funding 
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085/20/21 Advance notice of TTRO at Main Street, Pickwell from 27th May 

086/20/21 Letters from Alicia Kearns, MP re COVID-19 and PPE 

087/20/21 Emails from Diocese and Pickwell PCC re outstanding Faculty applications 

088/20/21 Email from the Pensions Regulator re re-enrolment 

089/20/21 Email from Revd Neil Stothers re Somerby PCC contribution to grasscutting 

090/20/21 Email from parishioner re concerns about non-adherence to social distancing in Somerby 

091/20/21 Email from LCC Highways re paving on Kings Lane, Burrough 

092/20/21 Email from LCC re reopening of waste sites 

  

11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
 

093/20/21 COVID-19 Funding 
 

Cllr Higgins requested that the PC inform him of any businesses that may not have been eligible for COVID 
funding thus far, as there will be discretionary grants available from MBC in the ‘recovery phase’.  Cllr Powell 
stated that he would not know how to identify these businesses and asked whether the criteria could be 
publicised in Towards.  Cllr Higgins agreed to liaise with Cllr Powell on wording. 
 

Cllr Powell to liaise with Cllr Higgins on Towards article about funding 

 
Cllr Higgins explained that MBC are also considering a scheme which allows parish councils to support local 
businesses via a loan of precept money.  The funds (up to the current precept level) would be loaned by MBC to 
the PC and repaid over 4 years via an increase in precept.  Funds would be allocated to local businesses as 
non-repayable grants, to help them post-lockdown. 
 

12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

094/20/21 NEXT MEETING: Online meeting 7.30pm 10th June 
 
Adopted and signed this …………… day of ……………………………………… 2020 
 
Chairman ………………………………………………………….. 
 


