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Somerby Parish Council 
MINUTES of PARISH COUNCIL 
9th November 2016 
Somerby Methodist Hall  
  
Present  Cllrs. Lynne Camplejohn 
    Howard Blakebrough     
    John Crosby 
    Pat Fynn  
    Colin Marlow 
         
   Clerk/RFO Kathryn Staley 
         

1. WELCOME, APOLOGIES AND DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 
337/16/17 Welcome – The Chairman welcomed Cllr Orson, Cllr Higgins and 36 Government Electors 
 
338/16/17 Apologies – Apologies were received from Cllr Vurley 
 
339/16/17 Declarations of Interest – There were none 
 

2. ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF MEETING HELD: 12TH OCTOBER 2016 

 
Proposed by Cllr Marlow Seconded by Cllr Fynn 
 

Cllrs. resolved to approve 

 
3. PLANNING APPLICATION 16/00615/OUT  
 
340/16/17 A number of complaints have been received from parishioners following the SPC response to this 
planning application.  Consequently the Clerk has contacted MBC and requested that the SPC response be 
taken down from the MBC planning portal pending a discussion with parishioners.  The response will then be 
amended, if necessary, and resubmitted. 
 
Thirty six parishioners were present at the meeting.  
 
The Chair explained that the application had been open for discussion at the October meeting following a 
request to extend the deadline for comments.  However, only one parishioner had attended that meeting.  The 
Chair outlined the Parish Council’s responsibilities and limitations in commenting on planning applications; 
principally it was explained that comments could only be made on planning grounds.  It was also explained that 
the PC response is purely advisory and does not influence whether the application goes to planning committee.  
The PC welcomes comments from parishioners, whether in favour or against an application, and will take those 
comments into consideration providing they are planning comments.  Accordingly, the Chair opened the floor for 
comments and explained that SPC would take these away for further discussion and amend/resubmit the 
response to MBC as necessary. 
 
Trevor Hornbuckle, of Mill Lane Somerby, expressed concern about the ability of the sewerage system to 
accommodate 31 extra houses.  The main sewer runs down The Field, across the allotment and through Mr 
Hornbuckle’s property.  Heavy rain results in an accumulation of water at his property and the sewer is unable to 
cope with the volume.  A blockage in recent years caused a very large flood of raw sewage at the property. 
 
Davina Bates, of High Street Somerby, asked what issues the PC had considered in their response to MBC, 
since the site in question is a long standing environmental green space in the village which has, many years 
ago, previously been refused permission for development.  Concerns about the traffic levels in the village were 
also raised.  Cllr Camplejohn explained that planning laws and the NPPF have changed since the previous 
application.  SPC agrees that traffic is a problem.  However, LCC Highways are only able to comment on 
ingress/egress at the actual site.  Cllr Blakebrough added that the main difference in planning decisions now is 
Melton’s need for building land and the removal of village envelopes.   
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Darren Morton, of Burrough Road Somerby, asked whether the effect on local doctors’ surgery, school and 
broadband speed had been taken into account.  He also agreed that traffic volumes were problematic.  Cllr 
Camplejohn responded that the Melton Local Plan has required Somerby to take 40+ new homes over the next 
20 years, and that these arguments have already been put forward.  However, there is little that SPC can do to 
alter this allocation.  Cllr Fynn added that the school has capacity for 49 children and currently has 35.  
Statistically, 30 houses equates to 7 primary schoolchildren. 
 
Ros Freeman stated that the NPPF includes aspects such as heritage, drainage, etc. and that all of the 
objections to this application on the MBC planning portal are valid planning objections on these grounds.  Ms 
Freeman expressed surprise that SPC had not looked at these objections before formulating its response. 
 
Lesley Walker, of Burrough Road Somerby, suggested that going forward communication regarding contentious 
planning applications needs to improve. 
 
Mary Anne Donovan, of The Grove Somerby, has circulated a letter to the Parish Councillors summarising her 
objections to the application.  She added that the refusal of the 1977 planning application on the same site 
referenced the harm to the historic character and attractiveness of the village, which still holds weight today.    
Ms Donovan’s objection is based upon the substantial harm to the conservation of the Grade 2 listed vinery by 
the complete loss of its setting on the north and because an infiltration pond sits behind the vinery.  Infiltration 
ponds have the highest level of failure of any drainage system which can result from groundwater flooding, 
water leaching, water pollution, ground collapse and subsidence. These are of particular concern to buildings 
with basements such as the vinery.  Ms Donovan reported that none of this has been considered in the 
application.  She also objects to the deterioration of large and protected trees and the biodiversity associated 
with them.  With regard to the drainage test, there is no indication of where bore holes were made, and the test 
was performed during the summer which does not provide an accurate picture of the drainage problems during 
peak rainfall. 
Ms Donovan has also submitted an opinion that Somerby still does not meet the criteria for the revised 
settlement role as a ‘development centre’ because it does not have a regular transport service and it does not 
have a wide variety of services. When compared with Asfordby, Bottesford, Long Clawson and Stathern it is 
clear that Somerby does not have the wide variety of services specified in the criteria. 
 
Nick Walker, of Burrough Road Somerby, commented on the wording of the SPC response and Cllr Camplejohn 
agreed that it needed to be changed.  Mr Walker added that he felt SPC were not aware of what Somerby 
residents want.  Cllr Fynn responded that the Parish Council agrees with residents that smaller developments 
would be preferable, but has limited control over the large applications currently being submitted; MBC will not 
accept recommendations of reduced property numbers on planning responses. 
 
Cllr Blakebrough explained his thinking in the submitted response, also bearing in mind that it is only an outline 
planning application.  It was a pragmatic approach to the current situation. 
 
David Connor, of Burrough Road Somerby, stated that his property had been flooded two years ago.  He added 
that there is also a capped off well in his garden, suggesting that there is groundwater of undetermined depth.   
 
Carl Powell, of Oakham Road Somerby, queried the SPC assertion that it is not possible to request fewer 
houses on a planning application response.  He suggested that a reduction in the number of houses would 
reduce the impact on the conservation area, flooding, etc. and therefore could be seen as a planning 
consideration.  Cllr Higgins offered to speak on this subject at the end of the discussion. 
 
Keith Hamilton, of High Street Somerby, commented that the Melton Local Plan is not in place as yet and is still 
open to consultation.  He also talked about the drainage blockages and flooding this year at a number of 
properties in Somerby.  The sewage pipes all go through private gardens causing upheaval and distress when 
repairs are needed.  The pipes are not large enough and were not designed to take the capacity which is being 
proposed.  Mr Hamilton suggests that this application is not actually deliverable for that reason. 
 
Cllr Camplejohn confirmed that the opinions expressed would be taken on board and the SPC response would 
be re-written and submitted. 
 
Cllr Higgins gave a brief presentation on the planning consultation process.  He described the ‘planning balance’ 
of harms (e.g. impact on heritage, landscape, flooding, drainage, broadband issues etc) against benefits of the 
development.  Affordable housing & starter homes are seen as a huge benefit.  The role of the Parish Council is 
to try to get the best deal for the community, though they have no role is deciding the outcome of the 
application.  This will be decided by Committee; if they refuse the application it could then go to appeal and will 
become the decision of a single Government Inspector.  Cllr Higgins went on to explain Section 106 and 
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explained that the Parish and Burrough Councils, school, village halls, etc. may ask to get an agreement in 
place for contributions from the developer towards local facilities should the development go ahead.  This does 
not mean that the application cannot be objected to.  Developments of 10 or fewer houses do not offer Section 
106 agreements. Therefore MBC prefer larger developments.  The community can have more influence on the 
type, size and design of houses in developments of 11 or more properties. 
With regard to the settlement roles, Cllr Higgins pointed out that Somerby is in the same category as Frisby, Old 
Dalby and Scalford which are significantly smaller than Somerby.  Therefore, if Somerby were removed from the 
category, many other villages would need to be removed also, and housing allocations would need to be looked 
at again.  Cllr Higgins feels that the Melton Local Plan should look at Somerby as a Ward, rather than just the 
village, as other villages would like starter homes.  He is looking to build an amendment on this issue. 
The best objections to the application, in Cllr Higgins’ opinion, are heritage and landscape, impact on 
surroundings, and broadband.  Alan Duncan MP is aware of this application and residents are invited to send 
their comments to him.  Addressing Mr Hornbuckle’s concerns about sewerage, Cllr Higgins explained that the 
planning authority will say it is Severn Trent Water’s responsibility to deal with all sewerage issues.  If they are 
not doing this adequately, Alan Duncan, Cllr Higgins and affected residents can put pressure on them to ensure 
that Mr Hornbuckle does not have any further problems. 
The Local Education Authority will put a significant Section 106 on Somerby School if a large development 
comes to the village.  A figure of £90,000 has been quoted for 30 houses, and Cllr Higgins believes they are 
trying to increase this figure because the LEA want to invest in the school. 
 
Terry Joyce, of Chapel Lane Somerby, expressed concern about potential development of Ernest Cook Trust 
land and the impact it would have on the village’s conservation status, and specifically the play area and riding 
school.  Cllr Higgins stated that, should a planning application be submitted for the ECT land, there would a 
dedicated policy that the playing field would have to be incorporated on the site.  He added that the Somerby 
Parish Neighbourhood Plan (SPNP) would probably be in place before a planning application is submitted for 
the ECT land, and that the SPNP would carry a lot of weight in protecting that land if it was agreed to do so. 
 
Cllr Higgins is happy to act as a conduit to developers if residents have concerns. 
 
Cllr Orson stated that issues around sewerage will not be considered as planning objections; Severn Trent 
Water will be expected to do whatever is necessary to resolve any problems.   
 
Cllr Orson stated that the planning application will go to committee and will either be permitted or refused; there 
is no middle ground allowing for a reduced number of houses.  Occasionally, if representation is made, the 
committee may ask the developer to go away and look at the application again.  However, if the developer 
insists on a decision on the original application, then the planning committee must do so.   
 

4. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES 
  
341/16/17 Melton Local Plan/SHLAA 
 
The MLP is out to consultation from 8

th
 November to 19

th
 December.  Comments may be made at the MLP 

website.  There are 3 Somerby sites in the SHLAA.  Mary Anne Donovan spoke to Jonathan Stebbing from ECT 
recently and he was unaware of the number of live planning applications in the village.  He commented that 
some thought would be given to this in light of the ECT philosophy on preserving village life. 
 
342/16/17 Somerby Parish Neighbourhood Plan  
 
Mary Anne Donovan gave a report on the progress of the SPNP, explaining that there was now an advisory 
group and 3 theme groups – environment (historic & natural), housing and facilities/transport/economy.  Several 
meetings have been held and the theme groups are now into the evidence collection phase.  An environmental 
inventory will be carried out in Pickwell on Sunday 13

th
 November, which will collect evidence on those aspects 

which residents consider important for preservation.  These will be scored using a scoring matrix. 
Cllr Fynn added that she is on the facilities/transport/economy theme group and they have looked at the school, 
transport, parish amenities, etc.  Carl Powell has done extensive work on local businesses with a view to 
compiling a questionnaire to enable measurement of their needs. 
Mary Anne Donovan reported that the SPNP Advisory Group will be submitting a budget to SPC.  The meetings 
of the Advisory Group are open to the public and all minutes are available to view on the SPC website. 
 
343/16/17 113 Bus Service 
 
Nothing to report.  A parishioner commented that the bus fare is very expensive. 
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344/16/17 East Leics and Rutland Clinical Commissioning Group 
 
Parishioner Alan Smith stated that he is a lay member on the Group and is willing to act as a conduit for any 
concerns/questions from SPC.  He added that £18m will be cut from patient services this year. 
 

  345/16/17 Patient Participation Group 
 
Nothing to report 
 
346/16/17 Improvements to Somerby Play Area 
 
Jason White from Tyreparks has emailed to say that there is nothing they can do for 12 months as SPC has 
already received Awards for All funding this year.  The Clerk has questioned this as they had claimed that they 
had other sources of funding, and awaits a response.  Cllr Fynn asked when the 12 months expired and it was 
queried whether they operated on the financial year. 
 

Clerk to find out about Awards for All funding periods  

 
347/16/17 Parish Council Website 
 
Mel Davies has forwarded details of an interactive application which the Clerk is looking at with regard to putting 
Towards on the SPC website. 
 

Clerk to look at ways to present Towards magazine on website  

 
348/16/17 Traffic Measures Pickwell 
 
Nothing to report. 
 
349/16/17 Somerby Cemetery/Grass cutting 
 
Cllr Blakebrough and Cllr Vurley are working on a new grass cutting specification which will be ready for the 
December Finance meeting.   
LCC Customer Services have added Pickwell Road to their winter edging back programme which is due to 
commence in December/January. 
 
350/16/17 10

th
 Battalion War Memorial 

 
Alec Wilson is keen to progress this project and has forwarded some design ideas.  He has proposed that a 
steering group be established and has requested that a Parish Councillor join this group.  Cllr Marlow has 
contacted Alec and volunteered to be in the group.   
 
Parish Projects 
 
351/16/17 Somerby Horse Pond 

 
Nothing to report 
 

5. PARISHIONERS’ TIME 
 
352/16/17  
 
Mel Davies enquired whether the PC knew anything about a black box which is recently been attached to the 
lamppost opposite Somerby School. The Clerk will contact Eon to find out what its purpose is. 
 

Clerk to contact Eon re black box 

 
353/16/17 
 
Mel Davies reported that another resident would like to plant some bulbs at Surgery Close.  The Councillors had 
no objections to this.  
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6. PLANNING MATTERS 

 
New Applications 
354/16/17 16/00616/FUL Construction of new farmhouse and detached domestic garage and extension to 

existing agricultural building to form milking shed at 10 Church Lane, Somerby 
355/16/17 16/00719/FUL Demolition of Existing Redundant Hangar and Erection of New Rehabilitation 

Centre including change of use at Twyford Road, Burrough  
356/16/17 16/00679/FUL Erection of domestic dwelling house with garage at rear of 2 Town End, Somerby.  

Amendment to previous approval 11/00900/FUL 
357/16/17 16/00711/FUL Change of use and extension of existing domestic storage building to form a new 

dwelling, and erection of new garage at 5 Kings Lane, Burrough 
358/16/17 16/00784/TCA Treeworks at 12 Kings Lane, Burrough  
359/16/17 16/00783/TCA Treeworks at 2 Town End, Somerby 
360/16/17 16/00780/TCA Treeworks at 10 Manor Lane, Somerby 
361/16/17 16/00742/FUL Blocking up of an existing window opening on the first floor and creating a new 

window opening on the ground floor at 6 Old Brewery Court, Somerby. 
362/16/17 16/00781/TCA Treeworks at 41 Main Street, Pickwell 
 

7. REPORTS AND INFORMATION 

 
363/16/17 Bank balance £60,669.17 (incl Neighbourhood Plan funds of £11,866.66) 
 
364/16/17 Crime updates 
 
None 
 

8. INCOME & EXPENDITURE 
   

 
Expenditure 

  

365/16/17 Clerk salary  £543.15 BACS payment 

366/16/17 K Staley – Neighbourhood Plan administration £75.00 BACS payment 

367/16/17 Somerby Methodist Hall (NP hire) £14.00 Cheque 

368/16/17 Tim Maydwell – October  £342.09 BACS payment 

369/16/17 B&H Midland (Towards printing) £390.00 BACS payment 

370/16/17 Print & Buying Services (stationery) £39.37 BACS payment 

371/16/17 Wanlip Sand & Gravels (soil for Somerby Cemetery) £93.00  

    

Income    

372/16/17 Bank interest (Acct 5) £0.72  

 
9. CORRESPONDENCE        
 
373/16/17 Precept application 2017/18 
374/16/17 Emails from Alec Wilson and Keith Hamilton re 10

th
 Battalion War Memorial 

375/16/17 Notice of Confirmation of public footpath (D77) diversion, Burrough on the Hill 
376/16/17 Email from James Beverley re Tilton’s application to designate ‘High Leics Neighbourhood Area’ 
377/16/17 Copy of letter from Terry Joyce to MBC re land allocation put forward by ECT 
378/16/17 Email reply to Mr Joyce’s letter from MBC  
379/16/17 Email from LCC Highways re Pickwell Rd 
380/16/17 Email from James Beverley re MLP reference group 
381/16/17 Email letter of complaint from Ros Freeman re planning application 16/00615/OUT 
382/16/17 Email letter of complaint from Grahame Mansell-Grace re planning application 16/00615/OUT 
  

10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
 

383/16/17 Swale ditches 
 
Cllr Marlow expressed concern about the lack of reference to the maintenance of swale ditches on recent 
planning applications.  The ditches at Surgery Close are also overgrown and in need of clearing.  Cllr Higgins 
stated that it is the responsibility of the landowner; he will ensure that this is addressed in the planning 
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applications.  Cllr Blakebrough will contact Elaine Smithard at the Nottingham Community Housing Association 
to discuss the ditch at Surgery Close. 
 

Cllr Blakebrough to contact NCHA re ditch at Surgery Close 

 

11. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

384/16/17 NEXT MEETING: ANNUAL CLOSED FINANCE MEETING Wednesday 14
th
 December 7.30pm, 

Somerby Methodist Hall  
 
Adopted and signed this …………… day of ……………………………………… 2016 
 
Chairman ………………………………………………………….. 


