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Somerby Parish Council 
MINUTES of PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
11th November 2020 
Online meeting 
  

Present  Cllrs. Carl Powell (Chair) 
    Tom Allen 
    Su Garner 

Bernard Pentecost 
   Clerk/RFO Kathryn Staley 
         

1. WELCOME, APOLOGIES & DECLARATION OF INTERESTS  
 

402/20/21 Welcome – The Chairman welcomed five government electors. 
 

403/20/21 Apologies – Apologies were received from Cllr Fynn.  
 

404/20/21 Declarations of Interest – None were received 
 

2. ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF MEETING HELD: 14TH OCTOBER 2020 
 

Proposed by Cllr Pentecost Seconded by Cllr Allen 
 

Cllrs. resolved to approve 

 
3. SHLAA SITES UPDATE 
 

405/19/20 
 

SOM1 – Oakham Road 
Cllr Powell reported that work has been carried out on the site under license from Natural England, to improve 
the pond in accordance with the environmental survey which preceded the planning application.  Discussions 
are still taking place about the design & layout of the proposed development, and also the drainage strategy and 
flood risk.  An independent report from Pick Everard states that the current plans would cause flooding to 
existing homes.  It was agreed that SPC should contact MBC and LCC regarding concerns about this.  Cllr 
Powell would draft a letter. 
 

Cllr Powell to draft a letter to MBC and LCC re flooding concerns at SOM1 
 

SOM2 – land off Manor Lane 
Nothing to report. 

 
4. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN UPDATE 
 

406/20/21 
Cllr Powell reported that the examiner has asked for the ‘Important Views’ maps to be redrawn.  This has been 
done and his report is awaited.  
 

5. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES 
  

407/20/21 Biodiversity Training feedback 
 

Julie Hartley had attended training on Biodiversity on behalf of the PC and gave feedback.  She would also 
circulate the recordings and PowerPoints to the councillors.  
Cllr Powell suggested that SPC could use the website and Towards magazine to disseminate information to 
parishioners about biodiversity activities they could participate in.  A parishioner suggested that a packet of 
wildflower seeds could be given to every household.  Cllr Powell agreed that the PC would consider this as part 
of a wider strategy and that further discussion would take place with interested parties via zoom. 
  
408/20/21 General Highways Matters 
 

Cllr Pentecost expressed concern about the potholes on Melton Lane, Burrough.  He agreed to gather specific 
details so that they could be reported on the Highways website.  
 

Cllr Pentecost to report potholes to Highways 
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409/20/21 Community Speedwatch & SID 
 

Cllr Pentecost reported that the SID would be moved to Pickwell shortly.  A Burrough resident had commented 
on how effective the device is at slowing traffic. 
Nothing to report regarding Community Speedwatch. 
 
410/20/21 Community Asset Register  
 

The Methodist Hall has now been sold and the new owner plans to submit a planning application for conversion 
to a 3-bed dwelling, but this is not available to view as yet.  Davina Bates asked whether the Methodist Hall is 
listed was a community asset in the Neighbourhood Plan and Cllr Powell confirmed that it was.  Davina 
suggested that a ‘robust defence’ of this status would therefore be appropriate when the planning application is 
submitted for change of use.  She added that there was a lack of clarity around the protection offered by the 
ACV status. 
Cllr Powell reported that he had drafted an ACV form for Somerby Shop and had discussed this with the shop 
owner.  She was not enthusiastic about the shop being added to the register but would give it some 
consideration.  Cllr Powell suggested that a decision should be made by majority vote at the December meeting 
as to whether the form would be submitted. 
 
411/20/21 Horsepond ownership 
 

The Clerk had compiled a list of expenditure items for the recent years and had sent this to Cllr Garner together 
with copies of the invoices and a declaration as requested.  Cllr Garner had planned to visit the Records Office 
to search for evidence of ownership but due to lockdown restrictions, this cannot be done until December at the 
earliest. 
 

Cllr Garner to visit Records Office as soon as possible  

 
412/20/21 Community Active and Rural Enterprise (CARE) 
 

Davina Bates reported that the basic training for a volunteer network (i.e. Governance, Health & Safety, and 
Safeguarding) would commence in the New Year for groups of 6 or virtually.   
 
413/20/21 Maintenance of Parish Assets/Grounds 
 

Nothing to report.   
 
414/20/21 10th Battalion commemoration in Somerby village  
 

Cllr Powell had not spoken with Alec Wilson regarding a plaque on the Green as yet but would do this as soon 
as possible. 
 

Cllr Powell to speak with FOTT re a plaque on the Green 
 
 

415/20/21 Boundary at Farm View, Oakham Rd, Somerby 
. 

The Clerk had updated LCC Highways and MBC Planning on the latest communication with the landowner’s 
agent.  Jackie Patrick from Highways has visited the site on 5th November to check on progress and reported 
that she would be writing to the landowner to move things forward.  Cllr Powell reported that the fence has now 
been removed but the verge has not been restored as yet. 
 
416/20/21 Tree Management 

 

The treeworks have been carried out by Hill Fort Treecare Ltd.   
 
417/20/21 Pickwell Telephone Box 
 

Nothing to report. 
 
418/20/21 Post Office services 
 

Cllr Powell had not spoken with Angela Clarke regarding the resumption of post office services as yet but would 
do this as soon as possible.  Davina Bates reported that pensions would no longer be withdrawable in cash over 
the post office counter unless paid into a post office account and this would make the service less viable for 
rural areas.  However, she understood that there was an obligation to provide post office services within a 
certain mileage.  Cllr Powell would look into this. 
 

Cllr Powell to speak with Angela Clarke regarding post office services and look into geographical obligation 
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419/20/21 Councillor Vacancy 
 

MBC have confirmed that no election has been requested and that the vacancy must be filled by co-option as 
soon as possible.  An advertisement of the vacancy in November Towards had yielded one expression of 
interest so far and the candidate was present at the meeting.  The Clerk has posted the vacancy on the Parish 
website, Facebook page and noticeboards with a closing date of 30th November.   
 
420/20/21 Website Accessibility Compliance 
 

The Clerk had begun to amend some of the existing documents on the website to make it compliant. 
 
421/20/21 Hedgerow on Burrough Road, Somerby 
 

Cllr Powell undertook to contact the parishioner who asked whether SPC could encourage hedgerow replanting 
by the landowner on Burrough Road, Somerby. 
 

Cllr Powell to speak with parishioner re hedgerow 

 

422/20/21 Wildflower Verge Scheme 2021/22 
 

The deadline for application is 27th November.  There was some discussion about suitable locations on 
Highways land within the 30/40mph speed limit.  It was agreed that a verge would be identified in each village 
before the deadline. 
 

423/20/21 Invitation to Melton Police to attend November PC meeting  
 

The Clerk invited PC Jon Barlow and PCSO Tracey Biggs to the November PC meeting, but no response has 
been received. 
 

Parish Projects 
Updates on current projects:  
 

424/20/21 Somerby Horse Pond 
 

Chris Fisher reported that he had applied for a grant of £258 from LCC for aquatic plants.  He explained that the 
plan was to “to increase the diversity of plant life in line with guidance from the Wildlife Trust and the RHS”.  Cllr 
Powell and Chris Fisher have identified a suitable location for the noticeboard and will install it as soon as the 
content is ready.    
 

6. PARISHIONERS TIME 
 

No issues were raised. 
 

7. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

New Applications  
425/20/21 20/01119/FULHH Dormer window at Greenhill Cottage, 7 Main Street, Burrough 
426/20/21 20/01210/TCA Treeworks at Beehive Cottage, 7 Strawberry Court, Pickwell 
 
Approvals 
None received 
   
427/20/21 20/00102/FUL – 10 houses on Church Lane, Somerby 
A Decision Notice is yet to be issued as a Section 106 agreement must be completed.  
 

8. REPORTS AND INFORMATION 
 
428/20/21 Bank balance £34,888.55 
 

SPC £34,470.02  

Somerby Parish Protection Group £418.53  

Neighbourhood Plan £0 (see table below) 
 

 Receipts Payments Balance 

2016/17 £14,700.00 £6,601.88 £8,098.12 

2017/18 £0.00 £7,649.13 £448.99 

2018/19 £3,500.00 £2,795.00 £1,153.99 
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2019/20 £0.00 £3,647.50 -£2,493.51 

2020/21 £1073.00 £1000.00 -£2,420.51* 

 * The NP has now used up all grant funding.  £2,420.51 represents the amount which has now been 
 funded by SPC  
 

 
 
 

429/20/21 Play Area 
 

The play area remains open during lockdown.   
 
430/19/20 Anti-Harassment and Bullying Policy 
 

The Clerk has circulated a draft Anti-Harassment and Bullying Policy to councillors, based upon the NALC 
template.  The councillors would review the draft and suggest amendments before the December meeting.  
 

Councillors to review the Anti-Harassment and Bullying Policy  

 
431/20/21 Clerk Appraisal  
 

Cllr Powell and Cllr Fynn carried out the Clerk’s appraisal on Friday 16th October.  Cllr Fynn had proposed three 
amendments to the Clerk’s Job Specification.  Cllr Powell would write up an appraisal report. 
 

Cllr Powell to write up Clerk’s appraisal 
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432/20/21 Risk Register 
 

Nothing to report. 
 
433/20/21 Crime update 
 

None to report. 
 

9. INCOME & EXPENDITURE 
 

Expenditure 

434/20/21 Clerk salary  £583.00 BACS payment 

435/20/21 YourLocale – PAID (authorised for payment by email) £1200.00 BACS payment 

436/20/21 Onecom (Telephone & Broadband) £75.44 Direct Debit 

437/20/21 Kathryn Staley (Zoom subscription) £14.39 BACS payment 

438/20/21 Kathryn Staley (Microsoft 365 annual subscription) £113.76 BACS payment 

439/20/21 LRALC (Website Accessibility training) £20.00 BACS payment 

440/20/21 Leicestershire Gardens (grasscutting Sept/Oct) £200.00 BACS payment 

441/20/21 B&H Midland (November Towards printing) £425.00 BACS payment 

442/20/21 Eon (Streetlighting power October) £204.04 BACS payment 

443/20/21 Hill-Fort Tree Care £540.00 BACS payment 

444/20/21 Geoxphere (‘Parish Online’ annual sub – OS maps) £90.00 BACS payment 

445/20/21 Tim Maydwell £624.75 BACS payment 

446/20/21 Waterplus (cemetery water 2019/20) – see minute 460/20/21 £116.85 BACS payment 
 

Income    

447/20/21 John Christiansen (Towards ads) £40.00  

448/20/21 HSBC Bank Interest (Bank Account 5 £0.08 
 

 

10. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

449/20/21 Letter from MBC re Councillor vacancy 

450/20/21 Copy invoice from Water Plus (re arrears for cemetery water supply) 

451/20/21 Emails from FOTT re Remembrance Service at Burrough 

452/20/21 Email from 2commune re website accessibility compliance 

453/20/21 Gravestone application from Sheffield Memorials 

454/20/21 Email re NALC consultation on Standards in Public Life  

455/20/21 Email enquiry from parishioner re planning at Methodist Hall 

456/20/21 Emails re breech of road closure at Main Street, Pickwell on 11th October 

457/20/21 Emails from the Records Office re horsepond ownership 

458/20/21 Expression of interest in Councillor vacancy 

459/20/21 Email from LCC Highways re boundary at Farm View, Oakham Road, Somerby 
 

11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
 

460/20/21 Water bill for cemetery 
 

Water Plus had contacted the PC regarding arrears for water services at the cemetery.  The account is in the 
name of All Saints PCC but Water Plus have thus far been willing to talk to the Clerk. 
The water bill has always been shared 50/50 between the PCC and SPC, but we have not had sight of a bill 
since 2016.  The account address is the cemetery, so it is unclear where the bills have been going. 
The Clerk has spoken with David Perril who has attempted previously and unsuccessfully to resolve the issue 
with Water Plus.  The PCC has paid the full bill for 2017 and 2018, so the Clerk advised that the arrears of 
£116.85 for 2019 & 2020 should be paid in full by SPC.  This was agreed by the council. 
Going forward the bill will need to be split 50/50 once more.  The Clerk will ask Revd Stothers to provide a new 
address for the account, arrange for payment of their half of future bills and send a copy of bill to SPC for 
payment of the remainder. 
 

Clerk to contact Revd Stothers re water bill 
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461/20/21 Crested newt pond in Burrough 
 

Cllr Pentecost reported that a crested newt pond at the rear of his property appears to have been destroyed and 
he would be reporting it to the LCC Wildlife Officers.  It was suggested that he contact the owners of Burrough 
Court in the first instance as it was believed to be on their land, and they may have an explanation.   
 

12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

462/20/21 NEXT MEETING: Annual Finance Meeting 7.30pm 9th December online via Zoom 
 
Adopted and signed this …………… day of ……………………………………… 2020 
 
Chairman ………………………………………………………….. 


