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Somerby Parish Council 
MINUTES of PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

10th November 2021 
Somerby Memorial Hall 
  

Present  Cllrs. Carl Powell (Chair) 
    Pat Fynn 
    Bernard Pentecost     

 

   Clerk/RFO Kathryn Staley 
            

1. WELCOME, APOLOGIES & DECLARATION OF INTERESTS  
 

394/21/22 Welcome – The Chair welcomed 3 government electors and Cllr Higgins. 
 

395/21/22 Apologies – Apologies were received from Cllr Garner, Cllr Allen, and Cllr Fox. 
 

396/21/22 Declarations of Interest  
 

A Declaration of Interest had been received from Cllr Powell as follows: 
“I hereby declare a pecuniary interest in any planning applications on field OS3300, Oakham Road, Somerby, 
also identified as SOM1 in the Melton Local Plan. This is because if development there caused flooding 
elsewhere, it might include my home, thereby reducing its value.” 
 

2. ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF MEETING HELD: 13TH OCTOBER 2021 
 

Proposed by Cllr Pentecost Seconded by Cllr Fynn 
 

Cllrs. resolved to approve  
 

3. SHLAA SITES UPDATE 
 

397/21/22 
 

SOM1 – Oakham Road 
Cllr Powell reported that amended plans had been received on 18th October relating to the drainage strategy, to 
bring it in line with the layout in the reserved matters application.  SPC responses had been submitted – an 
objection to 20/00452/REM and identification of seven conditions which are not satisfied in 20/00398/DIS.    
 

SOM2 – land off Manor Lane/High Street 
Nothing to report. 
 

4. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN  
 

398/21/22 
 

Nothing to report. Neighbourhood Plan will now be removed as a regular agenda item.  

 
5. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES 
  

399/21/22 General Highways Matters 
 

The following ticket is outstanding: 
1. Edging back required along pathway between Somerby and Pickwell – the Clerk has contacted Highways 

again to stress the urgency of the matter. 
 

400/21/22 Community Speedwatch & SID 
 

Cllr Pentecost reported that the SID is currently in Burrough.  He commented that the battery life seems to be 
reducing more quickly between charges, but he would monitor this. 
 

401/21/22 Community Asset Register  
 

Section 106 details and Decision Notice yet to be received for Methodist Hall.  Cllr Powell would chase Toby 
Ebbs for an update on the Decision Notice.  Cllr Allen had drafted a letter to the Methodist Church from SPC 
regarding the sale proceeds. 
 

Cllr Powell to contact Toby Ebbs re the Decision Notice for 20/01233/FUL 
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402/21/22 Horsepond ownership 
 

Cllr Powell had spoken to the Records Office and appointments are no longer needed.  He will visit them as 
soon as possible to photograph the relevant documents. 
 

403/21/22 Community Hub  
 

The PC still awaits an income & expenditure statement from the Hub to support their request for a £300 
donation.  It was suggested that Vic Allsop might be able to provide this information.  Cllr Powell would contact 
him. 
 

Cllr Powell to contact Vic Allsop re income & expenditure statement 
 

404/21/22 Maintenance of Parish Assets/Grounds 
 

The new bench for Firdale has been delivered and awaits collection from the Clerk’s address.  Lamppost 
poppies have been displayed.  The hedges at the cemetery have been cut by Wards and Tim has said he will 
cut the insides.  Cllr Powell would check whether this had been done. 
A complaint was received about hedge cuttings left at the head of a grave.  The Clerk had asked Tim to remove 
these and the other piles of cuttings on the verge outside the cemetery.  This had not yet been done.  Cllr 
Powell had removed the cuttings from the grave.    
 

The defibrillator kiosk in Burrough requires painting.  Cllr Powell will do this in the spring. 
 

Cllr Powell to check the cemetery hedges 
 

405/21/22 Post Office services 
 

Following a call for feedback in Toward regarding Post Office services, the Clerk had received four emails from 
parishioners requesting the service to be resumed.  The national target to provide post office services within 3 
miles for 95% of the rural population has been achieved but unfortunately Somerby parish falls into the 
remaining 5% at present.  The Clerk would contact Oakham Post Office to ask when they plan to resume the 
outreach service and to clarify what their requirements are in terms of internet connection, power, facilities for 
the staff member, etc. 
 

Clerk to contact Oakham PO  
 

406/21/22 Upgrade of Streetlights to LED 
 

The cost to upgrade all lights to LED will likely be in excess of £10k, taking into account possible upgrades 
required to lampposts and other contingencies.  SPC hopes to get some funding (up to £3000) from LCC’s 
SHIRE Environment Grant scheme. 
Quotes have been received from Eon, LCC and Midland Signs & Lighting.  No response had been received 
from SSE (now called Enerveo).  After due discussion the councillors agreed that Eon had provided the most 
comprehensive and cost-effective quotation.  Cllr Fynn therefore proposed that SPC accept the quotation from 
Eon and apply for the SHIRE Grant funding. 
 

It was proposed that SPC accept the quotation from Eon and apply for the SHIRE Grant funding. 
 

Proposed by Cllr Fynn Seconded by Cllr Pentecost 
 

Cllrs resolved to approve 
 

 

407/21/22 SPC Environmental Policy  
 

The Environmental Policy had now been published on the SPC website. 
 
408/21/22 ‘Farm Collection’ refuse service 
 

Amanda Hume from MBC had emailed as follows: 
After several discussions with our contractors we are now in a position to reassure our residents that recycling 
and garden waste will be collected and disposed of in the correct manner, with effect from Monday 8th 
November. 
A letter will be sent to all residents on this particular collection round, as a polite reminder of what items can be 
placed in the brown bin for recycling, including the procedure if items are found that are non-recyclable. 
 

Manor Lane residents would be consulted and the situation would be monitored to ensure that waste was 
correctly processed going forward. 
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409/21/22 Somerby RHWS 
 

Somerby RHWS remains ‘closed until further notice’ according to the LCC website.  It appears to be the only 
Leicestershire site still closed, other than Bottesford which is closed for maintenance work. 
 

410/21/22 Queens Jubilee Beacon 2022 
 

Cllr Powell had spoken with Michael Birnie at ECT who had agreed in principle to a Jubilee celebration on 
Manor Farmhouse green.  Activities, food and entertainment will need to be organised.  This will require a team 
of people.  The possibility of combining the Jubilee event with the village fete was discussed.  The Clerk would 
speak with Lesley Walker about this. 
 

Clerk to speak to Lesley Walker re village fete and jubilee event 
 

411/21/22 Funding for wilding verges 
 

The parishioner who had requested funding has reported that she has been in touch with the landowner, and 
they were encouraging about the idea.  They planned to get together to discuss further. 
 

412/21/22 Works required at Pickwell Churchyard  
 

Cllr Powell has met with Mark Ashman to look at the elder trees.  Mark has quoted £150 +VAT to remove the 
trees.  Permissions from MBC and the Diocese will be needed before proceeding. 
The church architect’s report on the Ayscough Smith tomb is awaited.  An architect in Pickwell is investigating 
whether any grants are available to the PC towards the potential repair costs.  Cllr Powell had asked the church 
warden to speak to the church architect about the rear retaining wall which has two holes.   
 

Parish Projects 
 

Updates on current projects:  
 

413/21/22 Somerby Horse Pond 
 

Chris Fisher had asked whether the PSPO dog fouling signage could be moved to the leg of the new 
noticeboard.  Cllr Powell has suggested that a standalone stake near the noticeboard would be better.  As it is 
an MBC sign, they would need to move it.  The Clerk will contact MBC. 
 

Clerk to contact MBC re moving the dog fouling signage 

 

6. PARISHIONERS TIME 
 

414/21/22 
 

Revd Walker reported that the Diocese are restructuring and creating some clustered communities.  This could 
potentially result in some churches within the Diocese closing over the next few years.    
 
415/21/22 
 

A parishioner asked about the ECT policy on replanting trees after felling.  Cllr Powell responded that it is a 
condition of the felling licence that they replant, though not necessarily in the same place.  ECT are reducing the 
number of trees by roadsides.   

 
7. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

New Applications  
416/21/22 21/01109/LBC Replacement of all non-historic windows and a set of French doors with 

windows and doors with those that closely replicate the window and door 
design of the period at Cheseldyne House, 9 Kings Lane, Burrough 

417/21/22 20/00452/REM Amended plans re 31 no. dwellings including garages and carparking, new site 
access, proposed landscaping strategy (reserved matters application relating 
to 16/00100/OUT) at Field OS 3300, Oakham Road, Somerby 

418/21/22 20/00398/DIS Amended plans re Discharge of conditions 4 (Landscape management plan), 6 
(Construction traffic/site traffic management plan), 7 (Construction traffic route), 
11 (Surface water drainage scheme), 12 (Management of surface water on site 
during construction), 13 (SUDs), 14 (STW Clarification), 16 (Pond and wildlife 
corridor management plan) of Application Ref: 16/00100/FUL.  Appeal Ref: 
APP/Y2430/W/17/3178569 

419/21/22 21/00766/CL Amended plans for single storey rear extension.  New and replacement 
windows.  New rooflights.  Refurbishment works to existing single storey 
elements. At 7 Main St, Burrough. 
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Decisions Received  
None received 
 
Other Planning Issues 
 

420/21/22 20/01239/FUL Proposed single storey dwelling at 12 West End, Pickwell 
 

Following the parishioner’s concerns raised at the October PC meeting, Cllr Powell had contacted MBC 
regarding the non-determination of the application and the failure to inform SPC of an appeal.   
 

Cllr Powell reported that several Councillors (including himself) have expressed dissatisfaction with MBC's 
handling of some planning applications. In this case, a complaint could be made because MBC left the 
application undetermined rather than refusing it.  He proposed that MBC be asked why they did not determine it, 
and why the application had been validated in the first instance as it had not included basic information such as 
a Heritage Statement and a Design and Access Statement (which are a national requirement for any application 
within a Conservation Area). 
 

Cllr Pentecost stated that MBC Planning are relying too heavily on consultees such as SPC to do all the hard 
work checking compliance with national and local planning policies.  It was felt that many applications would be 
approved if SPC did not identify areas of non-compliance.  Timely and accurate publication of documents and 
comments on the planning portal has also proven to be highly unreliable.  It was agreed that SPC should submit 
a letter of no confidence in MBC Planning, with specific examples.  Cllr Powell proposed that other PCs in the 
Borough/Ward be contacted to determine whether they are experiencing the same issues.   
 

Cllr Powell and Clerk to identify and contact PCs re planning issues 

 
421/21/22 17/01389/FUL 5 Alms houses at Butlers Cottage, 11 Somerby Road, Pickwell 
 

The agenda for the planning committee on 10th November includes a proposed variation to the affordable 
housing provision at this site, seeking to replace the affordable housing with a commuted sum payable to MBC.  
Cllr Powell has contacted Jim Worley to enquire why SPC have not been informed and why the report states 
that SPC have participated in a workshop with the applicant.  Jim has responded that there is no consultation 
required as MBC is the signatory to the s106 in question.  The reference to a workshop had been ‘inserted in 
error’ and a revised report would be published.  Cllr Powell has sent comments from SPC to the planning 
committee including a request that any commuted sum be ringfenced for affordable housing in Somerby Parish 
in accordance with NP Policy HR5.  
 
422/21/22 Planning training for Councillors 
 

MBC have offered to provide training to Parish Councillors on changes to the planning system.  This is likely to 
take place via Zoom.  The Clerk has asked for an update on this, and Louise Parker (Planning Development 
Manager) responded that she hopes to confirm a date early next week.  
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8. REPORTS AND INFORMATION 
 

423/21/22 Bank balance £38,585.89 
 

 

SPC £38,167.36  

Somerby Parish Protection Group £418.53  

 

 
 

424/21/22 It was agreed that £10,000 would be moved from the Melton Building Society account to Bank 
Account 1 to cover expected expenditure on the LED streetlight conversion in the current financial year.  It was 
anticipated that this would be recouped by an increase in precept for 2022-23.  
 
425/21/22 Play Area 
The Clerk attended LRALC Playground Inspection training on 23rd September.  It was SPC need to increase 
inspections.  The British Standard EN 1176-1:2017 sets out a three-tier inspection system: a) routine visual 
inspections, b) operational inspections, and c) annual main inspections.   SPC have been doing a) and c) but 
not b).  The operational inspection should be carried out every 1-3 months by a ‘competent’ person, i.e., 
someone trained in playground inspection, or someone with suitable engineering knowledge and an 
understanding of inspection methodologies.  Cllr Pentecost had agreed to produce an inspection plan for both 
the routine and operational inspections and commence a quarterly operational inspection regime.  The Clerk 
would continue to carry out the weekly inspections.   
 

Cllr Pentecost has carried out the first Operational Inspection.  The fixings at the top of the playboat slide were 
found to be loose and Cllr Pentecost has now secured these.  The Clerk suggested that the next Operational 
Inspection be carried out 3 months after the Annual Inspection, and every 3 months thereafter. 
 

The Clerk has asked Playdale to carry out the annual inspection (at a cost of £195), but they currently have a 
lead time of 12-14 weeks.  MBC have informed Cllr Powell that they offer an annual inspection service for 
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village play areas, carried out by an independent ROSPA inspector, at a cost of just £60.  It was agreed that the 
2022 annual inspection would be arranged through MBC. 
 
426/21/22 Risk Register 
Nothing to report. 
 
427/21/22 Crime update 
Nothing to report. 

 
9. INCOME & EXPENDITURE 
 

Expenditure 

428/21/22 Clerk salary (incl backpay to June 2021) £1265.56 BACS payment 

429/21/22 HMRC (employer & employee NIC) £140.38 BACS payment 

430/21/22 Onecom (Telephone & Broadband) £79.49 Direct Debit 

431/21/22 Leicestershire Gardens (September grasscutting) £400.00 BACS payment 

432/21/22 Eon (Streetlighting power - October) £153.63 BACS payment 

433/21/22 B&H Midland (Towards printing) £425.00 BACS payment  

434/21/22 K Staley (Microsoft Office 365 subscription reimbursement) £113.76 BACS payment 

435/21/22 Somerby Memorial Hall (hall hire) £20.00 BACS payment 

436/21/22 Corido (new bench for Firdale/Owston Rd) £412.50 BACS payment 

437/21/22 GeoXphere Ltd (Parish Online maps subscription) £90.00 BACS payment 

438/21/22 Burrough Court (refund of Towards advertising) £80.00 BACS payment 
 

Income  
  

  

439/21/22 HSBC Bank Interest (Bank Account 5) £0.05  

440/21/22 Louise Buckenham (Towards ads) £48.00  

 
11. CORRESPONDENCE  
 

441/21/22 Emails from MBC re Parish Council Liaison Meeting on 18th October 

442/21/22 Emails from Corido re new bench 

443/21/22 Email from TRT Lighting re meeting with Eon 

444/21/22 Press release for TTRO High Street, Somerby 

445/21/22 Email from cemetery visitor complaining about hedge cuttings 

446/21/22 Email from parishioner re edging back required on Somerby-Pickwell Road 

447/21/22 Email from LCC re Somerby RHWS 

448/21/22 Email from LCC Highways re edging back ticket ref 840101 

449/21/22 Email from FOTT re Victor Gregg’s funeral service 

450/21/22 Quotation from Hillfort Treecare for removal of trees at Pickwell Churchyard 

451/21/22 Email from Pickwell parishioner funding for wilding verges at Stygate Lane 

452/21/22 Request from Westview resident for ‘No parking’ signage  

453/21/22 Engagement letter from Knights Solicitors re horsepond ownership 

454/21/22 Email from Melton Memorials re request for memorial in cremated remains area 

455/21/22 Email from MBC re Growth Grants 

456/21/22 Email from MBC re Somerby ‘Farm Collection’ refuse service 

457/21/22 Email from MBC Planning Development Manager re Councillor training 

458/21/22 Email from LCC re quote for LED streetlight conversion 

459/21/22 Quotation from Eon for LED streetlight conversion 

460/21/22 Email from LCC re NHT Public Representative Survey 

461/21/22 Email from LCC Highways re timing of road closure for school traffic 

462/21/22 Email from Melton Matters Wombles re litter picking in the parish 

463/21/22 Email from Church Lane residents re 21/00764/DIS 

464/21/22 Email from FOTT re Remembrance Sunday service 
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465/21/22 Email from Leesthorpe resident re lamppost poppies 

466/21/22 Email from Leicestershire Gardens re extra grass cutting  

467/21/22 Email from Michael Birnie at ECT re communication and Jubilee Beacon 

468/21/22 Email from Jim Worley re 17/01389/FUL 

469/21/22 Email from LCC re 100 bus service during road closure 

470/21/22 Email from MBC Democratic Services re publication of Registers of Interest on MBC website 

471/21/22 Email from MBC Democratic Services re publication of Registers of Interest on MBC website 

472/21/22 Emails from Cllr Higgins and Jim Worley re 17/01389/FUL affordable housing 

473/21/22 Email from Diocese re Online Faculty System 

474/21/22 Quotation from LCC for LED streetlight conversion 

475/21/22 Quotation from Midland Sign & Lighting for LED streetlight conversion 

 
11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
 

476/21/22 Christmas Trees 
 

Tim Maydwell had confirmed that Mr Musson would be able to provide three Christmas trees again this year. 
 
477/21/22 Date of Finance Meeting 
 

The date of the finance meeting was set for 15th December, subject to availability of absent councillors. 
 

12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

478/21/22 NEXT MEETING: Annual Finance Meeting 7.30pm 15th December at Somerby Memorial Hall 
 
Adopted and signed this …………… day of ……………… …………… 2021 
 
Chairman ………………………………………………………….. 


