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Somerby Parish Council 
MINUTES of PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
14th October 2020 
Online meeting 
  

Present  Cllrs. Carl Powell (Chair) 
    Pat Fynn 
    Su Garner 

Bernard Pentecost 
   Clerk/RFO Kathryn Staley 
         

1. WELCOME, APOLOGIES & DECLARATION OF INTERESTS  
 

327/20/21 Welcome – The Chairman welcomed Cllr Orson and one government elector. 
 

328/20/21 Apologies – Apologies were received from Cllr Allen.  
 

329/20/21 Declarations of Interest – None were received 
 

2. ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF MEETING HELD: 9TH SEPTEMBER 2020 
 

Proposed by Cllr Powell Seconded by Cllr Fynn 
 

Cllrs. resolved to approve 

 
3. SHLAA SITES UPDATE 
 

330/19/20 
 

SOM1 – Oakham Road 
Nothing to report. 
 

SOM2 – land off Manor Lane 
Nothing to report. 

 
4. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN UPDATE 
 

331/20/21 
Cllr Powell reported that the examination of the Plan commenced on 6th October by John Slater.  He had 
submitted his initial comments and questions to the Advisory Group.  He has been sent copies of the responses 
to the Regulation 16 comments, together with answers to his questions.  He will now consider this information 
and come back with any further comments/questions.  The Examiner’s comments, plus MBC’s and SPC’s 
responses, can be seen at the MBC website under Somerby Neighbourhood Plan.  
 

5. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES 
  

332/20/21 General Highways Matters 
 

Nothing to report. 
 

333/20/21 Community Speedwatch & SID 
 

Cllr Pentecost reported that SID had been relocated to Burrough.  Nothing to report regarding Community 
Speedwatch. 
 
334/20/21 Community Asset Register  
 

Nothing to report regarding the Methodist Hall.   
 

Cllr Powell suggested that it would not be appropriate to pass the blank ACV form to the village shop and would 
therefore complete the form himself.  It would be circulated to Councillors and shown to Angela before 
submission to MBC. 
 

Cllr Powell to complete ACV form for shop 

 
 
 



 

97 | SPC Minutes 

 

335/20/21 Horsepond ownership 
 

The Clerk had compiled a list of expenditure items for the recent years and would send this to Cllr Garner 
together with copies of the invoices and a declaration as requested.  The Clerk had contacted the Records 
Office who have suggested a number of possible sources of information which may be relevant but, as there is 
limited public access to records at the moment, these sources have not been examined.  Cllr Garner suggested 
that the Clerk contact the Records Office and ask whether they are able to provide copies of documents. 
Cllr Powell suggested that thanks should be sent to MARS for their contribution to the horsepond. 
 

Clerk to send evidence and declaration to Cllr Garner 
 

Clerk to contact Records Office re copies of documents 

 
336/20/21 Community Active and Rural Enterprise (CARE) 
 

Nothing to report. 
 
337/20/21 Maintenance of Parish Assets/Grounds 
 

Cllr Fynn reported that Tim Maydwell has been given an updated list of works required including cutting back of 
a branch at the top of The Field, clearing ivy from inside the defibrillator boxes, repair of ‘Somerby’ sign on 
Burrough Road, and display of lamppost poppies.   
 
338/20/21 10th Battalion commemoration in Somerby village (incl September events) 
 

Cllr Powell reported that he had contacted the owners of The Grove and The Pinfold, both of whom are happy 
for plaques to be displayed on their property.  Their contact details had been passed to FOTT.   
Following discussion about how a plaque could be displayed on the Green, Cllr Powell agreed to speak with 
Alec Wilson to find out whether FOTT had any thoughts on the matter. 
 

Cllr Powell to speak with FOTT re a plaque on the Green 
 
 

339/20/21 Wheelchair Access signage at Church Lane 
 

Cllr Powell had sent a letter to the homeowner at 1 Church Lane, asking for permission to mount a sign on their 
wall.  Thus, the owners of both properties at the junction have now been contacted and we will await any 
response. 
 
340/20/21 Boundary at Farm View, Oakham Rd, Somerby 
. 

The Clerk had contacted the agent for the property owner on 19th September informing them of SPC’s decision 
at the September PC meeting and asking for the fence to be removed and the verge restored.  No response has 
been received.  It was agreed that the Clerk would update LCC Highways and MBC Planning on the latest 
communication with the property owner.  Cllr Powell would forward details of the encroachment to Cllr Orson. 
 

Clerk to update LCC Highways and MBC Planning 
 

Cllr Powell to forward details to Cllr Orson  

   
341/20/21 Tree Management 

 

Following the Tree Survey carried out by Mark Ashman at Hillfort Treecare, he has provided two quotes as 
follows: 

1. To undertake all tree surgery works of high and moderate priority - £450 +VAT  
2. To undertake all tree surgery works of high priority only - £225 +VAT 

It was agreed that Quotation 1 would be accepted, for all tree surgery works of high and moderate priority. 
 

Cllrs. resolved unanimously to approve works to trees by Hillfort Treecare at a cost of £450 +VAT 
Proposed by Cllr Powell Seconded by Cllr Fynn 

 
The Clerk had asked Tim Maydwell to remove ivy from affected trees as per Mark Ashman’s recommendations.  
Cllr Fynn would add this to the list of grounds maintenance works required. 
 

Cllr Fynn to add removal of ivy to Tim’s list 

 
342/20/21 Pickwell Telephone Box 
 

Nothing to report. 
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343/20/21 Developer Contributions SPD consultation 
 

Cllr Higgins had drafted a response on behalf of SPC and Cllr Powell expressed his thanks for this.  With some 
additions from Cllr Powell, the following priorities had been identified: 
 

Somerby Infrastructure Priorities 
1. Affordable Housing – to create a more diverse community and enable opportunities for new home buyers to 
stay in the village.  
2. Village Hall Improvements – Somerby Memorial Hall is in need of extensions and refurbishment or the 
creation of a new village hall is needed to support the growth in residents from future developments. 
Alternatively, or in addition, changes are needed to the internal layout, such as moveable dividers and matting, 
to make it suitable for types of activity which previously took place in the Methodist Church (recently closed).  
3. Open Spaces maintenance – the Parish council would like to take on the role of maintaining more of the open 
spaces within the Parish however funds are needed to support this. Specifically, it is building on the work of 
volunteers by trying to securing title to Somerby Horsepond as a biodiversity, recreational and aesthetic asset. 
More tentatively Melton Planning Committee have recently approved a rewilding area on Church Lane as part of 
20/00102/FUL and the parish council await finalization of that decision with interest. 
4. Recreation spaces –the current play areas in Somerby are in need of improvement to ensure it is an amenity 
that is there for future generations.  
5. Car Parking – due to the narrow high streets of the villages on-road car parking and significant congestion 
(including heavy agricultural vehicles) are major issues for many, especially on Somerby High Street and for 
visitors. Therefore, off-road parking would be beneficial for both businesses and residents.   
 

Pickwell Infrastructure Priorities  
1. Affordable housing – to create a more diverse community and enable opportunities for new home buyers to 
stay in the village. 
2. Village Hall improvements – to allow the village hall to be used by more of the community especially young 
people, improvements are needed. For example, it has a heating system which is inefficient and expensive to 
operate. 
3. Traffic calming measures – to reduce speeding and congestion measures in a way sympathetic to the village 
are needed. 
 

Burrough on the Hill Infrastructure Priorities 
1. Affordable housing – to create a more diverse community and enable opportunities for new home buyers to 
stay in the village. 
2. Community Facility – Burrough on the hill does not currently have a community space such as a village hall, 
this is something that has been suggested for numerous years.  
3. Open Spaces – the creation of green amenity spaces would improve the health and wellbeing of village 
residents. 
 
344/20/21 Virtual PC meetings 
 

Advice from the government is to continue remote meetings until further notice. 
 
345/20/21 Post Office services 
 

The Clerk had spoken with Oakham Post Office and was informed that they were waiting for the owner of the 
village shop to give the go ahead for the resumption of post office services in Somerby.  There was some 
discussion about possible alternative venues for the post office within Somerby.  It was agreed that Cllr Powell 
would speak to Angela in the first instance to clarify her intentions.  If appropriate, enquiries would then be made 
with the Post Office and alternative venues. 
 

Cllr Powell to speak with Angela Clarke regarding post office services 

      
346/20/21 National Highways and Transport (NHT) Public Satisfaction survey 
 

Cllr Pentecost had circulated his proposed responses to the survey and the Councillors approved it for 
submission. 
 
347/20/21 Councillor Vacancy 
 

MBC had provided a Notice of Vacancy which would be posted for a 14-day period from 12th October.  
Assuming that no requests were received for an election, the PC could then proceed to fil the vacancy by co-
option. 
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348/20/21 Website Accessibility Compliance 
 

The Clerk attended the LRALC briefing session on 30th September and had notified the councillors of the main 
points: 

• We are required to make our website accessible to users with disabilities including auditory, neurological, 
speech, cognitive, physical and visual.  It should also be mobile friendly. 

• Our website must be WCAG 2.1 AA compliant, and we must publish a statement to confirm this.   
• There should be a process in place to regularly monitor & review accessibility. 
• We need to ‘audit’ our website to identify failure points.  There are various WCAG checkers which can be 

downloaded.  Every page must be checked (using multiple WCAG checkers) and failure points rectified, 
either by the Clerk or 2commune depending on what it is.   

• All documents and content must be accessible.  Any non-compliant documents (including scanned 
documents such as the AGAR) must be made available in an accessible version. 

• All non-compliant documents dated September 2018 onwards must be rectified. 
 

2commune have offered paid services including an upgrade to their ‘Fully Responsive’ template (charged at 
£750 +VAT).  They have explained that this allows the user to ‘zoom in and out at 300% without vertical scroll 
bars appearing’.  They have assured us that our existing template is compliant to the WCAG guidelines and that 
the generic accessibility statement they have provided covers our needs.  The Clerk therefore suggests that 
additional expenditure with 2commune is unnecessary.  Some work will however be required to fully audit the 
SPC website and rectify any failure points. 
 
349/20/21 LRALC AGM 
 

Cllr Pentecost had attended the LRALC AGM on 14th September and reported back to the councillors. 
 

Parish Projects 
Updates on current projects:  
 

350/20/21 Somerby Horse Pond 
 

Cllr Powell reported that he and Chris Fisher would be installing the new noticeboard shortly.    
 

6. PARISHIONERS TIME 
 

351/20/21 A parishioner asked whether the PC had any powers to influence local landowners to improve their 
land, by planting trees etc.  In particular she suggested that the hedgerow on Burrough Road, Somerby, was in 
need of replanting.  Cllr Powell explained that SPC does not have any ‘legal powers’ but is always willing to 
consult with landowners.  He agreed to contact the parishioner to discuss the hedgerow issue further. 
 

Cllr Powell to contact parishioner re the hedgerow on Burrough Road, Somerby 

 

7. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

New Applications  
None received 
 
Approvals 
352/20/21 20/00961/TCA Treeworks at 5 Main Street, Pickwell 
353/20/21 19/00778/EIA Environmental Impact Assessment relating to the replacement of an existing water 

trunk main between Burrough Hill DSR and Waltham DSR 
354/20/21 20/00906/CL Conversion of garage to provide treatment room at 1 Saxons Lea, Pickwell  
 
355/20/21 20/00102/FUL – 10 houses on Church Lane, Somerby 
A Decision Notice is yet to be issued as a Section 106 agreement must be completed.  
 
356/20/21 Consultations on reform of the planning system 
Changes to the current planning system and “Planning for the Future” 
Responses to these consultations have been submitted and concerns communicated to Alicia Kearns MP.  She 
responded that she shares these concerns and agreed that we could share her response in Towards.  Cllr 
Powell would write an article to accompany this.   
 

Cllr Powell to draft article for Towards 
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8. REPORTS AND INFORMATION 
 
357/20/21 Bank balance £38,042.55 
 

SPC £37,624.02  

Somerby Parish Protection Group £418.53  

Neighbourhood Plan £0 (see table below) 
 

 Receipts Payments Balance 

2016/17 £14,700.00 £6,601.88 £8,098.12 

2017/18 £0.00 £7,649.13 £448.99 

2018/19 £3,500.00 £2,795.00 £1,153.99 

2019/20 £0.00 £3,647.50 -£2,493.51 

2020/21 £1073.00 £0.00 -£1,420.51* 

 * The NP has now used up all grant funding.  £1,420.51 represents the amount which has now been 
 funded by SPC  
 

 
 
 

358/20/21 Play Area 
 

The annual inspection had been carried out by Playdale.  All areas were assessed as low or very low risk. 
 
359/20/21 Audit 
 

PKF Littlejohn have now completed the External Audit.  There were no queries. 
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360/19/20 Equality & Diversity Policy 
 

The Clerk had circulated a draft Equality & Diversity Policy to councillors.  This was approved.  The Clerk would 
now draft a Dignity at Work Policy. 
 

Cllrs resolved unanimously to adopt the Equality & Diversity Policy 
Proposed by Cllr Powell Seconded by Cllr Pentecost 
 

Clerk to draft a Dignity at Work Policy 

 
361/20/21 Clerk Appraisal  
 

Cllr Powell and Cllr Fynn would carry out the Clerk’s appraisal, including a workplace assessment, on Friday 
16th October at 10am. 
 

Cllr Powell and Cllr Fynn to carry out Clerk’s appraisal 

 
362/20/21 Risk Register 
 

Nothing to report. 
 
363/20/21 Crime update 
Pickwell 
11th September - Two different motor vehicles on Leesthorpe Road have had their number plates tampered 
with.  One vehicle had both plates removed, the other partially removed.  No suspects or witnesses. 
 

9. INCOME & EXPENDITURE 
 

Expenditure 

364/20/21 Clerk salary (including salary increase backdated to 1st 
April) 

£673.00 BACS payment 

365/20/21 Leicestershire Gardens (September grasscutting) £200.00 BACS payment 

366/20/21 Onecom (Telephone & Broadband) £74.92 Direct Debit 

367/20/21 Kathryn Staley (Zoom subscription) £14.39 BACS payment 

368/20/21 Kathryn Staley (Avast antivirus software) £19.79 BACS payment 

369/20/21 Playdale (Annual Inspection) £234.00 BACS payment 

370/20/21 B&H Midland (October Towards printing) £430.00 BACS payment 

371/20/21 Eon (Streetlighting power September) £197.46 BACS payment 

372/20/21 PKF Littlejohn (external audit) £240.00 BACS payment 
 

Income    

373/20/21 Tesla Taxi Company (Towards ads) £20.00  

374/20/21 MBC (Precept payment) £13540.00  

375/20/21 HSBC Bank Interest (Bank Account 3) £0.01  

376/20/21 HSBC Bank Interest (Bank Account 5)  £0.03   

 
10. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

377/20/21 2021/22 Precept Forms from MBC 

378/20/21 Notice of Vacancy from MBC 

379/20/21 Email from Rural Coffee Connect  

380/20/21 COVID updates from NALC 

381/20/21 Email enquiry re serviceman billeted in Somerby in 1940 

382/20/21 Email from LRALC re Biodiversity Project questionnaire 

383/20/21 Renewal notice for Avast antivirus software 

384/20/21 Quotations from Hillfort Treecare 

385/20/21 Email from Record Office re horsepond ownership 

386/20/21 Email from LCC re Wildflower Verge Scheme 2021/22 

387/20/21 Annual Inspection Report from Playdale 

388/20/21 Initial comments from John Slater (Neighbourhood Plan examiner) 
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389/20/21 Emails from LRALC and 2commune re Website Accessibility Compliance  

390/20/21 Email from Melton Police re results of local priorities survey 

391/20/21 Renewal notice for Microsoft 365 

392/20/21 Email from Alicia Kearns MP re SPC response to ‘Planning for the Future’ consultation  

393/20/21 Emails from Pickwell residents and Leigh Higgins re breech of road closure  

394/20/21 Email from Citizens Advice Leics re COVID support 

395/20/21 Email from PKF Littlejohn re completion of 2019/20 External Audit 

396/20/21 Email from Locality re Neighbourhood Development Orders 

397/20/21 Email from Healthwatch Leics re mental health services for veterans 

  

11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
 

398/20/21 Wildflower Verge Scheme 2021/22 
 

This would be carried forward to the November meeting after consideration by Councillors. 
 
399/20/21 Invitation to Melton Police to attend November PC meeting  
 

PC Jon Barlow and PCSO Tracey Briggs had asked whether they could attend a PC meeting.  It was agreed 
that they be invited to the November PC meeting.  The Clerk would contact them and ask them to provide 
something for Towards to publicise their attendance.  If they could not commit to attend in time for publicity in 
Towards, then it should be delayed to a later meeting. 
 

Clerk to contact Jon Barlow/Tracey Briggs re November meeting 

   
400/20/21 Dog fouling 
 

Cllr Pentecost has received a complaint from a Burrough resident regarding dog fouling on Marefield Lane.  He 
has included a plea for use of dog bins in the blog for Toward. 
 

12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

401/20/21 NEXT MEETING: 7.30pm 11th November online via Zoom 
 
Adopted and signed this …………… day of ……………………………………… 2020 
 
Chairman ………………………………………………………….. 


