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Somerby Parish Council 
MINUTES of PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

13th October 2021 
Somerby Memorial Hall 
  

Present  Cllrs. Carl Powell (Chair) 
    Pat Fynn 
    Tom Allen 
    Su Garner 

Bernard Pentecost     
 

   Clerk/RFO Kathryn Staley 
            

1. A MINUTE’S SILENCE FOR VICTOR GREGG  
 

321/21/22 Cllr Powell paid tribute to Victor Gregg, the last of the 10th Battalion, who passed away on 12th 
October.  He invited those present to join in a minute’s silence. 
 

2. WELCOME, APOLOGIES & DECLARATION OF INTERESTS  
 

322/21/22 Welcome – The Chair welcomed 3 government electors. 
 

323/21/22 Apologies – Apologies were received from Cllr Fox. 
 

324/21/22 Declarations of Interest  
 

A Declaration of Interest had been received from Cllr Powell as follows: 
“I hereby declare a pecuniary interest in any planning applications on field OS3300, Oakham Road, Somerby, 
also identified as SOM1 in the Melton Local Plan. This is because if development there caused flooding 
elsewhere, it might include my home, thereby reducing its value.” 
 

3. ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF MEETING HELD: 8TH SEPTEMBER 2021 
 

Proposed by Cllr Powell Seconded by Cllr Pentecost 
 

Cllrs. resolved to approve  
 

4. SHLAA SITES UPDATE 
 

325/21/22 
 

SOM1 – Oakham Road 
Cllr Powell reported that amended plans had been received following the meetings with the developers and 
MBC.  He stated that the amended plans showed considerable improvement to housing mix and parking but 
remained silent on the treatment of trees and were ambiguous on flood risk.  Cllr Allen concurred on this 
assessment.  Cllr Powell had drafted comments for circulation to councillors and encouraged parishioners to 
look at the plans on the planning portal.   
 

SOM2 – land off Manor Lane/High Street 
Cllr Powell had met with Michael Birnie from the Ernest Cook Trust on 29th September to discuss ECT’s 
medium/long-term objectives for their estate in Somerby & Little Dalby.  Michael stated that ECT do still fully 
intend to take advantage of the housing allocation at SOM2 but anticipate a lot more archaeological work will 
need to be done before proceeding.  Cllr Powell would circulate further details of the discussion. 
Cllr Powell explained that he had found the archaeological report produced by Leicester University in 2018, on 
an academic archive on the internet and could share this if anyone wished to see it. 
 

Cllr Powell to circulate details of his discussion with Michael Birnie 

 

5. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN UPDATE 
 

326/21/22 
 

Nothing to report.  
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6. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES 
  

327/21/22 General Highways Matters 
 

The following ticket is outstanding: 
1. Edging back required along pathway between Somerby and Pickwell (reported 26th July) – the Clerk 

contacted Highways on 11th October, and they explained that they had written to landowners asking them 
to deal with the problem.  This is a new approach as previously Highways have done the edging back every 
year.  Highways have now said that they will get the work done and invoice landowners.  A parishioner has 
independently contacted LCC to request urgent action re the issue. 

 

Advance notice of Temporary Traffic Regulation Orders have been received for the following: 
1. Somerby Rd, Burrough (Footpath D84) – 29th November for up to 5 days – to allow Severn Trent Water to 

carry out apparatus repair works.   
2. Road closure from Burrough Road to Town End, Somerby – 9th November for up to 2 days – footway 

patching and kerb repairs 23-29 High Street, Somerby.  The Clerk has obtained confirmation that residents 
will still have access, however LCC have said that there will not be a traffic light system in place, it will be a 
full road closure.  This will be publicised in Towards, on Facebook and on the SPC website.  

 

328/21/22 Community Speedwatch & SID 
 

Cllr Pentecost reported that the SID is currently located at Oakham Road, Somerby.   
 

329/21/22 Community Asset Register  
 

A Decision Notice and Section 106 details have yet to be received for the Methodist Hall application.  Cllr Powell 
suspected that they may be experiencing difficulty with the 106 wording as the Planning Committee had agreed 
with SPC that it should be time unlimited.  The Memorial Hall committee had agreed a design for the new 
extension and were now seeking costings.   
Cllr Allen had drafted a letter to the Methodist Church from SPC regarding the sale proceeds and lack of 
compensation to the community which had originally funded the building.  The Councillors agreed that the letter 
would be sent as soon as possible, subject to any suggested amendments. 
 

Cllrs to review draft letter 

 
330/21/22 Horsepond ownership 
 

Cllr Powell had agreed to visit the Records Office to look at the relevant documents.  Cllr Garner would then 
compile all of the information and put statements together for the Land Registry.   
 

331/21/22 Community Hub  
 

The PC still awaits an income & expenditure statement from the Hub to support their request for a £300 
donation. 
 

332/21/22 Maintenance of Parish Assets/Grounds 
 

Cllr Powell has spoken with Tim Maydwell who has confirmed that he wishes to continue maintenance work for 
SPC.  It was agreed that his services would be retained.  There was some discussion about whether he 
provided value for money and whether an increase in his hourly rate would encourage swifter completion of 
tasks.  Cllr Allen suggested that Tim be told that SPC would like a faster service and ask whether, on this basis, 
he would like to review his charges.  The Clerk recalled a decision to increase his grasscutting rate annually by 
the rate of inflation and would circulate this information.  A decision would then be made on how to proceed. 
 

Tim has cut the roadside hedge at Somerby Cemetery but needs to bring some heavier machinery to cut the 
other three hedges.   
The condition of the bench on Owston Road/Firdale corner has deteriorated further (possibly due to misuse) 
and is probably beyond repair.   
 

It was proposed that a new bench be bought and that it should be teak-oiled.  This was agreed.   
 

Proposed by Cllr Fynn Seconded by Cllr Powell 
 

Cllrs. resolved to approve  
 

Lamppost poppies will need to be displayed soon.  Tim has agreed to do this.   
 

The defibrillator kiosk in Burrough requires painting.  Cllr Powell will do this as soon as he is able to.  Before and 
after photos have been requested by CHT.   
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333/21/22 Post Office services 
 

Cllr Fynn believes that that there was some legislation requiring post office services within 6 miles of the 
community and would locate this. 
 

Cllr Fynn to find the legislation relating to minimum distance to Post Office services 
 

334/21/22 Upgrade of Streetlights to LED 
 

The Clerk has requested quotes for LED conversion from the following: 

• LCC – quote awaited 

• Westcotec – do not cover this geographical area 

• TRT Lighting – do not offer installation/maintenance  

• SSE – response awaited 

• Midland Sign & Lighting – quote awaited 

• Eon – Cllr Powell and Cllr Pentecost met with Eon on Wednesday 13th October to discuss requirements.  
Their recommended lamp is the Aspect Mini which is smaller than the LCC lamps on Somerby High 
Street.   

 

335/21/22 Climate Change Emergency/Environmental Policy  
 

Cllr Allen has proposed that SPC adopt an Environmental Policy rather than declaring a Climate Emergency 
because the latter is contentious for some people and carries certain obligations that may be disproportionate to 
our function as a Parish Council.  He had drafted the following for consideration: 
 

SOMERBY PARISH COUNCIL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY 
 

Somerby Parish Council acknowledges that:  
 

1. The climate is changing. 
2. Carbon and other deleterious emissions need reducing or mitigating. 
3. Waste generation and disposal is impacting our environment. 
4. Our biodiversity is diminishing. 
5. The ease of availability of water quality and supply issues is likely to diminish in future. 
6. Demand for energy is increasing globally. 
7. Human behaviour continues to have an impact on all the above. 

 
We therefore commit to considering these matters in all our activities as a Parish Council. We will 
encourage behaviours that mitigate impact and that actively seek to improve our environment and 
the welfare of current and future generations. 

 

It was proposed that SPC adopt the Environmental Policy.   
 

Proposed by Cllr Fynn Seconded by Cllr Garner 
 

Cllrs. resolved to approve  

 
336/21/22 ‘Farm Collection’ refuse service 
 

Amanda Hume from MBC had responded to the Clerk’s enquiry regarding mixing of recyclables and green 
waste as follows: 

I have spoken to our contractor, apparently it is an agreement that was made some time ago between an 
officer who left the authority two years ago and our current contractor. 
This particular recycling collection round suffers very high levels of contamination, therefore some of it is 
landfilled. I wasn’t aware of this agreement and it is something that I want to rectify, in terms of educating 
residents and ensuring all recycling material collected is recycled. 
Over the next month I will be sending all residents on this collection round a recycling information leaflet, this 
will explain what can and what cannot be recycled in your brown bin. I have already agreed with our 
contractors that bins containing contamination (non recyclables) will not be collected, however to give 
residents some time to digest this information we will implement this over the next couple of months. 

 

The PC had replied to MBC that this is not a satisfactory response and, while an educational campaign is 
welcomed, it is questioned how they know the recyclables are contaminated if they have been routinely mixed 
with green waste for at least the last 2 years.  Even if the recyclables are contaminated, why is the green waste 
being sent to landfill as well?  When asked, the drivers have said that the brown & green waste is mixed as they 
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have no green waste vehicles small enough for the route.  Therefore, why are residents paying for a separate 
green waste collection?  Education on recycling will not resolve the issue.  Separate vehicles will be required. 
 
Amanda Hume had responded that the issue has been escalated to LCC’s service manager who is already in 
communication with the manager at Biffa, the councils waste contractors, and looking to find a resolution as 
soon as possible. 
 

It was highlighted that the argument from residents that Church Lane was too narrow to accommodate new 
housing (and associated vehicles) was rejected by MBC on the basis that it was wide enough for a refuse lorry.  
Therefore, the contractor should be obliged to provide a suitable vehicle.   
 
337/21/22 Somerby RHWS 
 

The Clerk had contacted LCC regarding the reopening of Somerby RHWS and received the following response: 
 

Unfortunately, due to the significant pressures with continuing HGV driver shortages and staffing issues through 
Covid-19 in the waste management service to an extent that makes some disruption to the Recycling and 
Household Waste Site (RHWS) Service inevitable.  As such, we have taken a proactive approach to ensure that 
statutory obligations continue to be met and that any disruption is limited to lower usage and secondary RHWSs 
wherever possible.  This has meant that Bottesford, Shepshed and Somerby RHWSs have been temporarily 
closed until further notice.   
There are other RHWSs in the local area that remain open 5 days per week for residents to take any excess 
household waste they may have (Melton is probably the nearest) and  you can check opening hours here 
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/waste-and-recycling/find-a-recycling-and-
household-waste-site  
We apologies for the inconvenience this has caused but please be reassured that the decision to temporarily 
close these sites has not been taken lightly and it is important to note that these sites will be re-opened as soon 
as resources allow. 
 
338/21/22 Queens Jubilee Beacon 2022 
 

The Clerk had contacted LCC regarding the hiring of a brazier, but this will not be possible as they will be using 
it at Beacon Hill.  Cllr Fynn suggested a bonfire at Manor Farmhouse green as an alternative, which would also 
reinforce the green as a community space in keeping with the Neighbourhood Plan.  Cllr Powell would speak to 
the Ernest Cook Trust to ask for permission to use the green.   
 

Cllr Powell to contact ECT re use of green for Jubilee event 

 
339/21/22 Funding for wilding verges 
 

The Clerk had informed the parishioner that SPC will pay £30 for yellow rattle seed and awaits an update on 
their discussion with the landowner. 
 
340/21/22 Works required at Pickwell Churchyard  
 

Cllr Powell had met with the church warden who had explained that he will handle the faculty process and 
requires SPC to handle any conventional planning permission required.  The architect’s report on the Ayscough 
Smith tomb will be made available to SPC.   
With regard to the elder trees, Cllr Powell suggested that removal would be problematic as they are growing 
inside the retaining wall.  Cllr Powell has arranged to meet Hillfort Treecare at the churchyard to discuss the 
matter.  Cllr Powell had spoken to the MBC Heritage Officer who stated that the trees would require a ‘Works to 
Trees Notice’ and that the tomb repairs would be deemed permitted development. 
 

Parish Projects 
Updates on current projects:  
 

341/21/22 Somerby Horse Pond 
 

Deferred to the November meeting. 
 

7. PARISHIONERS TIME 
 

342/21/22 
 

A parishioner asked whether SPC would fund materials for a Lantern Parade on 19th December.  This was 
approved. 
 
 

https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/waste-and-recycling/find-a-recycling-and-household-waste-site
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/waste-and-recycling/find-a-recycling-and-household-waste-site
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343/21/22 
 

A Pickwell resident reported that he had chased MBC for an update on the planning application (20/01239/FUL) 
for a new house on West End on 8th October and had been informed that the applicant has taken it to appeal 
with the Planning Inspectorate for non-determination.  The resident asked what input the neighbours and SPC 
now get.  He stated that the application should never have been validated and questioned why the case officer 
had not requested the necessary information for validation (including a Heritage Statement and a Design and 
Access Statement which are a national requirement for any application within a Conservation Area) and refused 
the application if it was not provided.  There is also no Highways consultation or Conservation Officer’s report on 
the portal.   
The resident expressed concern that there was no reference to the Conservation Area in the Neighbourhood 
Plan and that this has a massive impact in deciding applications.  This application does not enhance or 
contribute to the Conservation Area. 
Cllr Powell and Cllr Allen explained that SPC share the resident’s concerns about failings within the MBC 
planning department and has already put this in writing to them.  Particular concerns are the failure to post 
information (e.g., parishioner and consultee comments, amended plans, status updates, etc) on the portal in a 
timely and accurate manner.  It was observed that MBC rarely refuse planning applications but rather leave 
them undetermined, probably to avoid potential costs from appeals.  Incomplete applications appear to be 
validated and left to consultees such as SPC to ‘take the blame’ for rejecting.  In applications where approval 
has been recommended with conditions (often relating to sustainability issues), those conditions are rarely 
included in the decision. 
Cllr Powell would contact MBC to ask why SPC has not been informed of the appeal.  The resident suggested 
that SPC refuses to comment on any future applications unless they can guarantee they have been validated in 
accordance with national and local policy.  Cllr Powell assured him that this matter would be discussed further. 
 

Cllr Powell to contact MBC re the status of planning application 20/01239/FUL 

 

8. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

New Applications  
344/21/22 21/00766/CL Application for Certificate of Lawful Development for a single storey rear 

extension, new windows and rooflights at 7 Main St, Burrough 
345/21/22 21/00775/FULHH Raised deck area, timber steps down from 2 external doors at 4 The Field, 

Somerby 
346/21/22 21/00687/FUL Change of use of land so that it can be used ancillary to the rehabilitation 

centre and installation of a footpath / wheelchair route within the field to the 
south of the Matt Hampson Get Busy Living Centre 

347/21/22 21/01066/TPO Treeworks at 20 Burrough Road, Somerby 
348/21/22 21/00764/DIS Discharge of conditions 3 (materials), 4 (landscaping), 8 (bollard), 9 (traffic 

management), 10 (environmental assessment), 13 (WSI), 14 (drainage), 15 
(surface water), 16 (drainage maintenance), 18 (swift boxes) and 23 
(landscape management) to application 20/00102/FUL at former Southfields 
Farm, Church Ln, Somerby 

349/21/22 20/00452/REM 31 no. dwellings including garages and carparking, new site access, proposed 
landscaping strategy (reserved matters application relating to 16/00100/OUT) 
at Field OS 3300, Oakham Road, Somerby  

350/21/22 21/00824/GDOCOU  Change of use for agricultural building to dwelling at Long Lane Farm, Oakham 
Road, Somerby 

 
Decisions Received  
351/21/22 21/00195/FULHH Single storey side extension at 1 Firdale, Somerby 
   

9. REPORTS AND INFORMATION 
 

352/21/22 Bank balance £42,480.22 
 

 

SPC £42,061.69  

Somerby Parish Protection Group £418.53  
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353/21/22 Play Area 
The Clerk had attended LRALC Playground Inspection training on 23rd September.  Discussion deferred to 
November meeting due to time constraints. 
 

The Clerk had asked Playdale to carry out the annual inspection (at a cost of £195). 
 
354/21/22 External Audit 
PKF Littlejohn have completed the review of the AGAR and there are no matters arising. 
 
355/21/22 Risk Register 
Nothing to report. 
 
356/21/22 Crime update 
Nothing to report. 

 
10. INCOME & EXPENDITURE 
 

Expenditure 

357/21/22 Clerk salary (October) £583.00 BACS payment 

358/21/22 Onecom (Telephone & Broadband) £79.80 Direct Debit 

359/21/22 Leicestershire Gardens (August grasscutting) £400.00 BACS payment 

360/21/22 Eon (Streetlighting power - September) £148.67 BACS payment 

361/21/22 Butterfly Funeral Services (relocation of cremated remains) £150.00 BACS payment 

362/21/22 B&H Midland (Towards printing) £490.00 BACS payment  

363/21/22 LRALC (playground inspection training) £60.00 BACS payment 

364/21/22 PKF Littlejohn (external audit) £240.00 BACS payment 

365/21/22 Somerby Memorial Hall (hall hire Jun-Oct) £80.00 BACS payment 

366/21/22 Tim Maydwell (grounds) £914.90 BACS payment 
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Income  
  

  

367/21/22 MBC (Precept 1st payment) £13540.00  

368/21/22 HSBC Bank Interest (Bank Account 3) £0.01  

369/21/22 HSBC Bank Interest (Bank Account 5) £0.05  

370/21/22 John Christiansen (Towards ad) £20.00  

 
11. CORRESPONDENCE  
 

371/21/22 Letter from HSBC re changes to accounts and fees 

372/21/22 Letter of completion of audit from PKF Littlejohn  

373/21/22 Email from LRALC re Annual LRALC/LCC Parish Liaison Event 2022 

374/21/22 Email from LCC re Somerby RHWS 

375/21/22 Emails from MBC re ‘Farm Collection’ service 

376/21/22 Invitation to LLR CCG AGM 

377/21/22 Email from parishioner re cremated remains area in Somerby Cemetery 

378/21/22 Email from Came & Co re name change to Gallagher 

379/21/22 Email from Melton Memorials re renovation of memorial at Somerby Cemetery 

380/21/22 Emails from Tony Bull @ LCC re LED conversion quote 

381/21/22 Quote from Playdale for Annual Inspection of play area 

382/21/22 Email from TRT Lighting re LED conversion quote 

383/21/22 Emails from E.ON re LED conversion quote 

384/21/22 Emails from Butterfly Funeral Services re relocation of cremated remains 

385/21/22 Advance notice of traffic restriction at Somerby Road, Burrough 

386/21/22 Advance notice of traffic restriction from Burrough Road to Town End, Somerby 

387/21/22 Email from Richard Hunt @ LCC re brazier hire 

388/21/22 Emails from Jodie Farlow @ MBC re play area inspections 

389/21/22 Quote from The Play Inspection Company for Annual Inspection of play area 

390/21/22 Email from Burton & Dalby PC re NP consultation 

391/21/22 Email from Walters Architects re repairs at Pickwell Churchyard 

392/21/22 Email from Alec Wilson re Victor Gregg 

 
12. ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
 

There was no other business. 
 

13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

393/21/22 NEXT MEETING: Wednesday 10th November 2021 at Somerby Memorial Hall 
 
Adopted and signed this …………… day of ……………… …………… 2021 
 
Chairman ………………………………………………………….. 


