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Somerby Parish Council 
MINUTES of PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
9th September 2020 
Online meeting 
  

Present  Cllrs. Carl Powell (Chair) 
Tom Allen  

    Pat Fynn 
    Bernard Pentecost 
   Clerk/RFO Kathryn Staley 
         

1. A MINUTE’S SILENCE FOR CLLR LYNNE CAMPLEJOHN 
 

227/20/21 
The Councillors and Clerk observed a minute’s silence in remembrance of Cllr Camplejohn who passed away 
suddenly on 31st August.   
On behalf of the Parish Council, Cllr Powell expressed his thanks to Lynne, having known her as both Chair and 
fellow Councillor.  She was clever and principled, and always helpful.  We are very grateful for all that she has 
done for the Parish and for SPC, and she will be missed greatly. 
 

2. WELCOME, APOLOGIES & DECLARATION OF INTERESTS  
 

228/20/21 Welcome – The Chairman welcomed Cllr Orson. 
 

229/20/21 Apologies – Apologies were received from Cllr Garner.  
 

230/20/21 Declarations of Interest – None were received 
 

3. ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF MEETING HELD: 8TH JULY 2020 
 

Proposed by Cllr Pentecost Seconded by Cllr Fynn 
 

Cllrs. resolved to approve 

 
4. SHLAA SITES UPDATE 
 

231/19/20 
 

SOM1 – Oakham Road 
Cllr Powell reported that there is currently a recommendation to refuse the planning application for 31 houses, 
based primarily on the housing mix being markedly out of line with the MLP.  
 

SOM2 – land off Manor Lane 
Nothing to report. 

 
5. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN UPDATE 
 

232/20/21 
Cllr Powell reported that the Regulation 16 consultation had produced a number of comments which are 
viewable on the MBC website.  MBC supplied a list of potential examiners from which the NP Advisory 
Committee had selected John Slater.  MBC have now sent the NP to Mr Slater.  In approximately two weeks, 
the Advisory Group will be required to respond to Regulation 16 comments and any questions from the 
examiner.   
 

6. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES 
  

233/20/21 General Highways Matters 
 

Nothing to report. 
 

234/20/21 Community Speedwatch & SID 
 

Cllr Pentecost reported that he would shortly relocate the SID to Oakham Road.  Cllr Fynn expressed thanks to 
Cllr Pentecost for coordinating the SID.  Nothing to report regarding Community Speedwatch. 
 
 



 

89 | SPC Minutes 

 

235/20/21 Community Asset Register  
 

Cllr Powell reported that the Methodist Hall has not been sold as yet. 
 

Cllr Powell would pass a blank ACV form to Angela at the village shop. 
 

Clerk to send blank ACV form to Cllr Powell 

 
236/20/21 Horsepond ownership 
 

Cllr Garner has received the statutory declaration from James Brown and discussed it with a solicitor colleague.  
She suggests that SPC should apply for voluntary first registration based upon having lost the title deeds rather 
than adverse possession.  This is because documents suggest that ownership was transferred to the PC in the 
1800s.  If the Land Registry rejects this application, then adverse possession can be applied for.  Each 
application costs £30.   
We do not have any documentation to prove ownership, but the Clerk has contacted the Records Office to 
enquire whether they hold any relevant information.  The Clerk will also compile a list of evidence of 
maintenance work and expenditure in recent years and write a declaration. 
As the horsepond is accessed across two driveways to adjacent properties, Cllr Garner expressed concern that 
the horsepond could effectively become landlocked should the landowners decide to register these driveways 
with the Land Registry and not grant access to the PC.  She therefore recommends that we apply for a caution 
against first registration over the land between the horse pond and the path.  This would provide the Council 
with notice of any application to register the driveways and we would then be able to make sure that our rights 
of access are maintained.  The fee for this is £40.  Cllr Pentecost queried whether it would be sensible for SPC 
to apply for ownership of the whole plot of land including the driveways, and to then grant access to the 
homeowners.  It was agreed that the PC would not want to maintain the driveways.  Cllr Pentecost would seek 
Cllr Garner’s opinion on this. 
 

Clerk to compile evidence of expenditure for recent work and write a declaration 
 

Cllr Pentecost to contact Cllr Garner re driveways 

 
237/20/21 Community Active and Rural Enterprise (CARE) 
 

Nothing to report. 
 
238/20/21 Maintenance of Parish Assets/Grounds 
 

The Clerk reported that Tim Maydwell has painted over the graffiti on the bin on Leesthorpe Road and cut back 
the nettles around the dog bins on Church Lane and Manor Lane. 
The pathway at the rear of West View had become overgrown and almost impassable.  The Clerk had asked 
Leigh Higgins to find out whether MBC are responsible for this as it is exclusively for access to the flats.  In the 
meantime, Tim has strimmed the grass to tidy it up.  
Cllr Fynn will ask Tim to complete other non-urgent tasks.  
 
239/20/21 10th Battalion commemoration in Somerby village (incl September events) 
 

FOTT will hold a commemoration event at the 10th Battalion Memorial on 12th Sept.  Cllr Powell will lay a wreath 
on behalf of SPC. 
An Arnhem service will be held at All Saints Church, Somerby on 13th Sept.  Due to Coronavirus restrictions, 
only 25 people can attend, and these have been invited by the Parachute Regiment. 
FOTT have made a formal offer to the Parish consisting of a series of commemorative plaques and an 
information board.  They have asked SPC to obtain the relevant permissions and identify a location for the 
information board.  The Councillors liked the proposal but felt that the plaques were possibly a little too large at 
300mm diameter and that 200mm might be more appropriate.  Cllr Fynn suggested that the churchyard wall 
might be an appropriate location for the information board, though this would undoubtedly require a faculty.  The 
frontage of the Memorial Hall was also proposed as a site for a freestanding board.  It was agreed that the 
relevant property owners should be consulted and then Cllr Fynn would draft an article for Towards inviting 
opinions from villagers. 
 

Cllr Fynn to consult property owners and draft article for Towards 

 
240/20/21 Wheelchair Access signage at Church Lane 
 

Cllr Powell offered to draft a letter to the homeowner asking for permission to mount a sign on their wall. 
 

Cllr Powell to draft a letter to the homeowner 
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241/20/21 Boundary at Farm View, Oakham Rd, Somerby 
. 

An agent for the property owner had contacted the PC asking for details about the PC’s decision on their 
application to extinguish highway rights to the grass verge.  The PC had responded that we were not aware of 
such an application and suggested that the agent/owner provide a copy for the PC to comment upon or attend 
the PC meeting to discuss the matter. 
The agent had replied that they wish the PC to consider the matter before a formal application is submitted and 
reasoned that the “verge adds little or no amenity value to the Parish being a relatively narrow strip adjacent a 
busy section of road and that the current aesthetics are an improvement to the former wide hedgerow and verge 
which has historically been maintained by the adjacent properties”.  The opinion of the PC was that, in principle, 
it would not support such an application.  However, it would be willing to review this decision if an application 
was made available for consideration.  
 
242/20/21 Tree Management 

 

Mark Ashman from Hillfort Treecare had carried out the tree survey and sent his report.  Recommendations for 
work had been prioritised as Low (17 trees), Moderate (4 trees), High (1 tree) and Urgent (0 trees).  Many of the 
trees required removal of ivy to 1m above ground level.  It was agreed that Tim Maydwell would be asked to do 
this.  Mark Ashman would be asked to provide two quotes – one for works to the High priority tree and one for 
works to the High and Moderate priority trees. 
 

Clerk to contact Tim and Mark Ashman re treeworks 

 
Cllr Powell had contacted ECT regarding the felling licences obtained for up to 2000 trees in Somerby Parish 
and the neighbouring Burton & Dalby Parish.  They responded as follows and an update was published in 
Towards: 
“We have a general duty of care to ensure that our trees do not pose an unacceptable risk to others.  We 
achieve this by instructing a qualified independent consultant to regularly inspect our trees and identify where a 
tree presents a risk to persons or property.  The number of trees covered by the felling licence is a considered 
estimate to allow us to carry out this essential work.  It includes an allowance for additional trees which may 
have deteriorated since the survey, primarily due to the impact of Ash Dieback disease.  In reality, the number 
felled is likely to be substantially less than the licence permits.  We don’t have a start date yet and the work is 
likely to be phased over the next few years following which we will be carrying out a programme of replanting.” 
Cllr Powell had subsequently been contacted by two parishioners who are concerned about this tree felling and 
he had advised them to contact ECT directly. 
 
243/20/21 Pickwell Telephone Box 
 

Nothing to report. 
 
244/20/21 Developer Contributions SPD consultation 
 

The PC had not contributed to this consultation. 
 
245/20/21 Somerby Surgery 
 

The surgery reopened on 1st September for pre-booked and essential face to face appointments following initial 
telephone triage.   
 
246/20/21 Virtual PC meetings 
 

Advice from NALC and SLCC is to continue remote meetings until further notice. 
 
247/20/21 Somerby Amenity Site 
 

The RHWS at Somerby reopened on 16th August but only on Mondays and Sundays and by appointment. 
 

Parish Projects 
Updates on current projects:  
 

248/20/21 Somerby Horse Pond 
 

Cllr Powell reported that he and Chris Fisher would be installing the new noticeboard shortly.    
 

7. PARISHIONERS TIME 
 

No parishioners were present   
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8. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

New Applications  
249/20/21 20/00398/DIS Amended plans for the development at Field OS 3300, Oakham Rd, Somerby 
250/20/21 20/00821/TPOCM Treeworks at The Old Stables, 22 High Street, Somerby (LCC ref: 

2020/TPO/0094/LCC) 
251/20/21 20/00684/FUL Change of use of agricultural buildings including the extension of the existing 

buildings, into holiday accommodation at Oaklands, Oakham Road, Somerby 
252/20/21 20/00693/CL Application for Certificate of Lawful development to create new main access to 

house at Grove Stables, 8 Burrough Road, Somerby 
253/20/21 20/00804/TCA Treeworks at 10 South View, Burrough 
254/20/21 20/00906/CL Application for Certificate of Lawful development for conversion of integral 

double garage to provide treatment room and wet room at Athelstan House, 1 
Saxons Lea, Pickwell 

255/20/21 20/00961/TCA Treeworks at Church Farm, 5 Main Street, Pickwell  
 

Approvals 
256/20/21 20/00343/FUL Proposed 2 storey side extension and single storey rear extension at 2 

Oakham Road, Somerby 
257/20/21 20/00804/TCA Treeworks at 10 South View, Burrough 
258/20/21 20/00684/FUL Change of use of agricultural buildings including the extension of the existing 

buildings, into holiday accommodation at Oaklands, Oakham Road, Somerby 
259/20/21 20/00693/CL Application for Certificate of Lawful development to create new main access to 

house at Grove Stables, 8 Burrough Road, Somerby 
260/20/21 20/00821/TPOCM Treeworks at The Old Stables, 22 High Street, Somerby (LCC ref: 

2020/TPO/0094/LCC) 
 
261/20/21 20/00102/FUL – 10 houses on Church Lane, Somerby 
This application was considered by Planning Committee on 6th August and was unanimously approved with 
conditions relating to construction traffic and the retention/maintenance of the ‘rewilded area’ in perpetuity.  A 
Decision Notice is yet to be issued as a Section 106 agreement must be completed.  
 
262/20/21 Consultations on reform of the planning system 
1. Changes to the current planning system 

NALC deadline for responses 17th September 2020 
2. “Planning for the Future” 

The government is consulting on the White Paper from 6th August to 29th October 2020.  NALC have 
requested responses by 15th October.  Cllr Powell stated that he would circulate a draft response from SPC 
for Councillors to comment upon before submission. 

3. Transparency and competition: a call for evidence on data on land control 
NALC deadline for responses 16th October 2020 

 

9. REPORTS AND INFORMATION 
 
263/20/21 Bank balance £28,656.95 
 

SPC £28,238.42  

Somerby Parish Protection Group £418.53  

Neighbourhood Plan £0 (see table below) 
 

 Receipts Payments Balance 

2016/17 £14,700.00 £6,601.88 £8,098.12 

2017/18 £0.00 £7,649.13 £448.99 

2018/19 £3,500.00 £2,795.00 £1,153.99 

2019/20 £0.00 £3,647.50 -£2,493.51 

2020/21 £1073.00 £0.00 -£1,420.51* 

 * The NP has now used up all grant funding.  £1,420.51 represents the amount which has now been 
 funded by SPC  
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264/20/21 Play Area 
 

The annual inspection with Playdale is due to take place this month.  A COVID19 risk assessment has been 
carried out and the Clerk has posted notices with guidance for users.  The Parish Council expressed thanks to 
Nicolas Staley for carrying out the risk assessment. 
 
265/20/21 Audit 
 

The Clerk had reported back to the Council on each of the recommendations in the internal auditor’s report as 
follows: (IA’s comments recommendations in italics, Clerk’s comments in bold) 

1. There were a number of points raised on the internal auditor’s report 18/19 (a, b & c below) which have 
yet to be addressed. These are as follows:  
a) The Parish Council minutes log should read like a book, hence page numbers should continue from one 
meeting to another. For example, pages 1 to 4 may be for the April meeting, pages 5 to 8 then for the May 
meeting etc. Page numbers continue also into the following years.  
Page numbers have already been implemented.   
b) If reference numbers are to appear on the agenda, it would be best to match these with what will be the 
minute reference numbers to make the audit trail clear from a proposed decision to the actual decision  
It was agreed by the Parish Council in 2019, and minuted, that the existing agenda style would be 
retained (without reference numbers). 
c) I would advise that playground inspections are noted, discussed at the parish council meeting and minute 
to ensure an audit trail of inspections for insurance purposes. LRALC offer training on the importance of 
playground inspections. And I would advise this is looked into for either the clerk and/or councillors. NB The 
clerk informed me that she is registered to attend a course on this (it has been delayed to date)  
The Clerk had informed the auditor that the Play Area is now a standing item (under Reports) at PC 
meetings and that she is booked onto a training course with LRALC. 
 

2. There have been updates to the HMRC’s guidance regarding homeworking allowances. It may be wise to 
revisit the clerk’s allowance for 2020-2021.  
The maximum homeworking allowance was increased in April 2020 from £18 per month to £26 per 
month.    
 

3. It is recommended that the Parish Council consider writing and adopting an Equalities and Diversity policy, 
and a Safeguarding policy.   
The Clerk had circulated a copy of the NALC template for an Equality & Diversity Policy for 
discussion by the PC.  LRALC state that a Safeguarding Policy is optional.   
 

Cllr Powell proposed that the SPC Equality & Diversity Policy be submitted for adoption at the October PC 
meeting.  It was agreed that the PC did not need a Safeguarding Policy. 
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Clerk to draft Equality & Diversity Policy for circulation  

 
4. Note: The Agenda is a summons to parish councillors to attend the Parish Council meeting. There is no 
need to do a separate meeting agenda for the public without the summons on it.  
The Clerk had been producing a Councillors Agenda (which includes the summons) and a general 
Agenda (for parishioners).  The general agenda would be dispensed with. 
 

5. The Parish Council budget needs to be included either in the Parish Council minutes, or as an appendix to 
the minutes of the meeting at which it was agreed. Either way, it needs to be on the website and in the public 
domain.  
This would be implemented.  
 

6. It is strongly recommended that the Parish Council review their Online Banking process and incorporate 
more robust internal controls for online payments, such as dual authorisation through your online banking 
service. Your Financial Regulations will need to be updated accordingly.  
HSBC stated that there is no way to require 2 people to authorise an online payment.  In order to add 
a Councillor to the internet banking for the purposes of authorisation, they would need to be set up 
as the Primary User and the Clerk/RFO as a Secondary User.  As Primary User, the Councillor would 
then have full privileges and be able to make payments (up to a limit of £2000 daily) without 
authorisation.  Thus, security would be added in one area and removed in another.   
The Councillors therefore agreed that they were satisfied with the current internal controls for online 
payments. 
 

7. It is recommended that the Bank Reconciliation figures are either incorporated into the minutes (copy and 
paste the table) or as an appendix to the minutes of the meeting at which it was agreed.  
This had been implemented.  
 

8. It is recommended that the Parish Council consider transferring Cemetery documentation to an electronic 
filing system to ensure historical information is backed up and safe.   
The Clerk suggested that this could be implemented going forward but would be a large job 
retrospectively. 
 

9. It is recommended that the Parish Council website is updated with the Cemetery Fees information so that 
this is in the public domain  
This had been added to the website. 
It was agreed that Cemetery Fees would be reviewed in March 2021. 
 

10. It is recommended that the Parish Council write and adopt a Cemetery Regulations policy document.  
The Clerk had circulated a draft policy document.   
The Council agreed to adopt the policy subject to the removal of clause 2b: “Children under 14 years of age 
will not be allowed in the cemetery grounds unless accompanied by an adult.”  It was felt that this was 
discriminatory. 
 

Clerk to amend and publish Cemetery Regulations Policy 
 

11. It was noted that the External Auditor requested a change to the figure included in Box 9 on the 2018/19 
AGAR from £35,400 to £37,424, hence this is the figure which has been carried forward onto the 2019/20 
AGAR.  
The Clerk confirmed that his was correct (Box 9 refers to assets and these figures related to new play 
area equipment installed in 2018/19). 
 

The Clerk reported that the AGAR had been submitted to the external auditors, PKF Littlejohn, and that their 
feedback was awaited. 
 
266/19/20 National Salary Award 2020-21 
 

NALC have issued new salary scales from 1st April 2020.  The Clerk’s SCP (Spinal Column Point) is 11 which 
equates to a £0.30 increase in hourly rate, from £11 to £11.30.   The Councillors resolved to approve this salary 
increase, backdated to April 2020. 
 

Proposed by Cllr Allen Seconded by Cllr Pentecost 
 

Cllrs. resolved to approve 

 
Cllr Powell and Cllr Fynn would carry out the Clerk’s appraisal, including a workplace assessment, before the 
October PC meeting.   
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Cllr Powell and Cllr Fynn to carry out Clerk’s appraisal 

 
267/20/21 Risk Register 
 

Nothing to report. 
 
268/20/21 Crime update 
Leesthorpe 
5th – Theft of motor vehicle. No suspects. Vehicle recovered. 
26th – Early hours of the morning, attempt break to business premises. Investigation ongoing. 
28th – Theft of number plates from vehicle on Pickwell Road. No suspects 
 

10. INCOME & EXPENDITURE 
 

Expenditure 

 July/August invoices authorised via email for payment:   

269/20/21 Clerk salary £568.00 BACS payment 

270/20/21 Onecom (Telephone & Broadband) £74.81 Direct Debit 

271/20/21 Kathryn Staley (Zoom subscription) £14.39 BACS payment 

272/20/21 Leicestershire Gardens (23rd June grasscutting) £200.00 BACS payment 

273/20/21 Leicestershire Gardens (13th July grasscutting) £200.00 BACS payment 

274/20/21 Information Commissioners Office (data protection fee) £35.00 Direct Debit 

275/20/21 Eon (Streetlighting power July) £204.04 BACS payment 

 August/September invoices authorised at PC meeting:  

276/20/21 Clerk salary  £568.00 BACS payment 

277/20/21 Leicestershire Gardens (July/August grasscutting) £400.00 BACS payment 

278/20/21 Onecom (Telephone & Broadband) £75.85 Direct Debit 

279/20/21 Kathryn Staley (Zoom subscription) £14.39 BACS payment 

280/20/21 Notice Board Company (horsepond noticeboard) £756.12 BACS payment 

281/20/21 Pickwell Ltd (storage unit annual rental) £500.00 BACS payment 

282/20/21 Eon (maintenance contract) £126.72 BACS payment 

283/20/21 B&H Midland (September Towards printing) £385.00 BACS payment 

284/20/21 Eon (Streetlighting power August) £204.04 BACS payment 

285/20/21 Tim Maydwell £680.25 BACS payment 

285/20/21 Hillfort Treecare (tree survey) £360.00 BACS payment 
 

Income 
   

286/20/21 Fran Howkins (Towards ads) £57.60  

287/20/21 Thorpe Satchville Garage (Towards ads) £96.00  

288/20/21 Groundwork (NP grant) £1073.00  

289/20/21 HSBC Bank Interest (Bank Account 5) £0.05  

290/20/21 HSBC Bank Interest (Bank Account 5) £0.06  

291/20/21 John Christiansen (Towards ad) £20.00  
 

11. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

292/20/21 Email from LCC re re-opening of Recycling and Household Waste sites 

293/20/21 Emails from MBC re Somerby NP regulation 16 consultation 

294/20/21 Email confirmation of re-declaration with The Pensions Regulator 

295/20/21 Emails from Hillfort Tree Care re tree survey 

296/20/21 Coronavirus updates from NALC and LRALC 

297/20/21 Emails from MBC Planning re proposed meeting with developers/agents for Oakham Rd 
development 

298/20/21 Emails from Paras and Revd Stothers re Arnhem Commemoration service at Somerby Church 

299/20/21 Email from Pickwell resident re felling of tree at Saxons Lea 

300/20/21 Emails re planning committee to discuss Southfields Farm development 20/00102/FUL 

301/20/21 Email from Groundwork UK (Locality) confirming NP grant 
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302/20/21 Email enquiry about allotments 

303/20/21 Email from Somerby resident re parking on High Street 

304/20/21 Emails from MBC and LRALC re Government White Paper “Planning for the Future” 

305/20/21 Email from Somerby resident re dog fouling on Church Lane  

306/20/21 Confirmation of Data Protection registration renewal from Information Commissioners Office 

307/20/21 Emails from Ernest Cook Trust re tree felling licences 

308/20/21 Notice of temporary road closure at Stygate Lane 

309/20/21 Email from Somerby Surgery regarding re-opening 

310/20/21 Email from FOTT re commemoration of Operation Market Garden on 12th September 

311/20/21 Letter from FOTT re offer of a village project 

312/20/21 Email from parishioner re free Biodiversity Training for Parish Councillors from Leics & Rutland 
Wildlife Trust  

313/20/21 Email from Ernest Cook Trust re thinning of woodland  

314/20/21 Email from LRALC re AGM  

315/20/21 Email from Highways re Farm View, Oakham Road, Somerby 

316/20/21 Emails from Paradine Developments Ltd re Farm View, Oakham Road, Somerby 

317/20/21 Emails from LRALC re Website Accessibility Compliance 

318/20/21 Email from LCC re National Highways and Transport Public Satisfaction Survey 

319/20/21 Tree Survey report from Hillfort Tree Care 

  

12. ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
 

320/20/21 Free Biodiversity Training from Leics & Rutland Wildlife Trust  
 

Julie Hartley from Pickwell had forwarded details of this training which is aimed at Parish Councillors.  The 
course covers “everything from how to deal with planning application responses and neighbourhood planning to 
introducing biodiversity into open spaces such as allotments, cemeteries, verges and recreation grounds.”  The 
Councillors agreed that Julie could attend on SPC’s behalf and report back to the Council. 
 
321/20/21 Post Office services 
 

A Somerby resident has enquired when/if the Post Office will be returning to Somerby Village Shop.  The Clerk 
and Cllr Fynn agreed to investigate how this could be pursued with the Post Office. 
 

Clerk and Cllr Fynn to identify Post Office contact for Somerby 

 
322/20/21 National Highways and Transport (NHT) Public Satisfaction survey 
 

The PC is required to submit a single response (rather than individual responses) to this survey by 31st October.  
Cllr Pentecost agreed to draft a response. 
 

 Cllr Pentecost to circulate a draft response to Councillors 

 
323/20/21 Casual Vacancy  
 

The Clerk has informed MBC of Cllr Camplejohn’s passing.  It was expected that MBC would send a Notice of 
Vacancy which will specify a 14 day period for an election to be called. 
 
324/20/21 Website Accessibility Compliance  
 

The Clerk has booked a place on the LRALC briefing session on 30th September. 
 
325/20/21 LRALC AGM 
 

Cllr Pentecost will attend the LRALC AGM on 14th September. 
 

13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

326/20/21 NEXT MEETING: 7.30pm 14th October (venue to be confirmed) 
 
Adopted and signed this …………… day of ……………………………………… 2020 
 
Chairman ………………………………………………………….. 


