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Somerby Parish Council 
MINUTES of PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

8th September 2021 
Somerby Memorial Hall 
  

Present  Cllrs. Carl Powell (Chair) 
    Mandy Fox     

Pat Fynn 
    Su Garner 

Bernard Pentecost     
 

   Clerk/RFO Kathryn Staley 
            

1. WELCOME, APOLOGIES & DECLARATION OF INTERESTS  
 

223/21/22 Welcome – The Chair welcomed 4 government electors. 
 

224/21/22 Apologies – Apologies were received from Cllr Allen. 
 

225/21/22 Declarations of Interest  
 

A Declaration of Interest had been received from Cllr Powell as follows: 
“I hereby declare a pecuniary interest in any planning applications on field OS3300, Oakham Road, Somerby, 
also identified as SOM1 in the Melton Local Plan. This is because if development there caused flooding 
elsewhere, it might include my home, thereby reducing its value.” 
 

2. ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF MEETING HELD: 14TH JULY 2021 
 

Proposed by Cllr Powell Seconded by Cllr Pentecost 
 

Cllrs. resolved to approve subject to a correction to minute 169/21/22 which should read LCC, not MBC 
 

3. SHLAA SITES UPDATE 
 

226/21/22 
 

SOM1 – Oakham Road 
Cllr Powell reported that he had attended two zoom meetings.  The first had been a pre-discussion with 
Development Control, the Case Officer and two MBC Planning Committee members.  This was followed by a 
formal zoom meeting on 6th August chaired by MBC and including Taggart Homes 
representatives/lawyer/drainage engineer/architects.  Additional SPC councillors were excluded from attending 
but Cllr Powell felt that he was given a fair hearing by MBC.  He had raised the concerns which SPC has 
already submitted, and the developer had agreed to look at some of the possible shortcomings of the proposal, 
namely trees, visitor parking, housing mix & affordable homes.  However, they still asserted that there is no 
flood risk.  A revised proposal is expected. 
 

SOM2 – land off Manor Lane/High Street 
Nothing to report. 
 

4. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN UPDATE 
 

227/21/22 
 

Cllr Powell reported that MBC are preparing an interactive map webpage for the Neighbourhood Plan and have 
asked for it to be checked before it is published.  Cllr Powell has identified some minor mistakes, and these 
have been rectified.  He feels that the map will be a useful tool for parishioners.  
 

5. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES 
  

228/21/22 General Highways Matters 
 

The following tickets are outstanding: 
1. Broken kerb stones on Somerby High Street – the broken kerb stones have been removed but not 

replaced.  Tarmac appears to have been placed as a temporary measure.  The Clerk has requested 
clarification from Highways and received the following response: 
I have checked our system, job 568494 is showing as works complete. However, the specific job does note 
' Please remove kerbs and fill with tarmac to make area safe.’ 
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However, a secondary ticket has been raised, job 542377, for carriage way patching and kerb stones to be 
installed. This ticket is still open active. 

2. Edging back required along pathway between Somerby and Pickwell – Highways have recorded the status 
as ‘Noted’ 

 

229/21/22 Community Speedwatch & SID 
 

Cllr Powell has contacted the Speedwatch volunteers and explained the volunteer free scheme using targeted 
speed-awareness signage which would be posted for around 6 weeks.  He has contacted LCC to propose 8 
sign locations across the parish.  Cllr Pentecost asked if these were the signs which had recently appeared and 
whether they could be retained after the 6 weeks and relocated to other speeding hotspots in the parish.  Cllr 
Powell would contact Speedwatch to ascertain whether these are their signs.   
 

Cllr Powell to contact Speedwatch regarding the signs  
 

230/21/22 Community Asset Register  
 

The planning application for change of use of the Methodist Hall was approved at planning committee on 19th 
August with a developer contribution of £10k to the Memorial Hall towards replacing lost amenity.  Cllr Powell 
had been insistent that the contribution should not be taken back if the additional funds cannot be raised within 
a specified time period.  Section 106 was 'delegated to officers' meaning detail still to be finalized, but the 
Committee instructed it is to be 'flexible' as to exactly how the money is spent and how long they have to do it.   
 

Somerby Memorial Hall committee members reported that they are meeting with the architect to discuss design 
options. 
 

The allotments have been added to the ACV register.   
 

231/21/22 Horsepond ownership 
 

Cllr Garner reported that she will be visiting the Records Office to look for relevant documents.   She is in the 
process of taking on SPC as a client with her firm of solicitors and will then look at a cost estimate for putting 
together formal submissions to the Land Registry.   
 

232/21/22 Community Hub and Community Active and Rural Enterprise (CARE) 
 

The PC still awaits an income & expenditure statement from the Hub in regard to their request for a £300 
donation. 
 

233/21/22 Maintenance of Parish Assets/Grounds 
 

Cllr Fynn reported that Tim Maydwell is still proving difficult to contact.  He has not yet submitted a quote for the 
annual maintenance of the cemetery hedges and the bench on Owston Road/Firdale corner is still in urgent 
need of repair.  Cllr Powell would attempt to contact Tim. 
 

The defibrillator kiosk in Burrough requires cleaning and painting.  Cllr Powell will assess how much work is 
required.  Before and after photos have been requested by CHT.   
 

Cllr Powell to contact Tim re outstanding maintenance issues 
 

Cllr Powell to look at Burrough defibrillator kiosk  
 

234/21/22 Pickwell Telephone Box 
 

Transfer of ownership of the Pickwell kiosk has been completed.  Cllr Powell has painted the outside of the box 
and suggested that the inside also needs painting.  This will require the removal of the books.   
 

235/21/22 Post Office services 
 

Nothing to report re post office services.  Cllr Fynn believes that that there was some legislation requiring post 
office services within 6 miles of the community and would locate this. 
 

The missing post box at Leesthorpe has been replaced. 
 

Cllr Fynn to find the legislation relating to minimum distance to Post Office services 
 

236/21/22 Upgrade of Streetlights to LED 
 

The Clerk has requested quotes for LED conversion from LCC, Westcotec and TRT Lighting, using a 
specification provided by Cllr Pentecost.  Westcotec has responded that they do not cover this geographical 
area.  The Clerk will contact Eon and SSE to request quotes. 
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Clerk to contact Eon and SSE 
 

237/21/22 Climate Change Emergency 
 

Discussion deferred to the October PC meeting. 
 

Parish Projects 
Updates on current projects:  
 

238/21/22 Somerby Horse Pond 
 

Nothing to report. 
 

6. PARISHIONERS TIME 
 

239/21/22 
 

A parishioner requested that the grass at Somerby Churchyard be mowed before Sunday 12th September for 
the Arnhem service.  The Clerk messaged Leicestershire Gardens and they agreed to this. 
 

240/21/22 
 

A Church Lane resident reported that the brown and green bins are being emptied into the same vehicle on the 
‘farm collection’ which serves the narrow lanes.  It is concerning that the refuse would therefore have to go to 
landfill.  The Clerk would contact MBC. 
 

Clerk to contact MBC re farm collection 
 

241/21/22 
 

A parishioner asked whether SPC knew why Somerby RHWS is only reopening for 2 days per week, and why it 
is still closed after a planned 2-week closure for improvements has passed.  It was explained that MBC were 
experiencing a shortage of drivers.  The Clerk would contact MBC for an update. 
 

Clerk to contact MBC re Somerby RHWS 
 

242/21/22 
 

A Pickwell resident asked whether SPC had any knowledge of the planned car parking provision for Pickwell 
Village Hall (PLVH).  Cllr Powell explained that the area to the side and rear of PLVH is a reserved site in the 
Neighbourhood Plan and can only be considered for development if either SOM1 or SOM2 fails.  The resident 
had been led to believe that there was a plan for a standalone car park behind the hall with access from West 
End.    
 

243/21/22 
 

A Pickwell resident asked whether there was any update on the planning application for a new house on West 
End.  Cllr Powell explained that SPC had objected to the application due to insufficient amenity space, the 
adverse effect on the adjacent property and the parking provision.  He suggested that MBC are unlikely to 
approve the application after such a lengthy period. 
 

7. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

New Applications  
244/21/22 21/00787/FULHH Raise garage roof to create gym/home office at 5 Manor Lane, Somerby 
245/21/22 21/00772/FULHH Annex bedroom above garage (19/01389/FUL) at 27 Main St, Burrough 
246/21/22 21/00764/DIS Application for Certificate of Lawful Development for a single storey rear 

extension, new windows/rooflights at 7 Main Street, Burrough on the Hill 
Decisions Received  
None   
   

Application Withdrawn 
247/21/22 21/00451/FULHH Extension and alterations to domestic outbuilding at 21 Church Lane, Somerby 

 
8. REPORTS AND INFORMATION 
 

248/21/22 Bank balance £30,262.70 
 

 

SPC £29,844.17  

Somerby Parish Protection Group £418.53  
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249/21/22 LCC Bank Mandate form  
The Clerk has submitted the required bank mandate form to LCC. 
 
250/21/22 Play Area 
Cllr Fynn asked whether a rubberised surface could be investigated for the area under the swings.  The Clerk 
will investigate the options and costs. 
 

The Clerk will attend LRALC Playground Inspection training on 23rd September (postponed from June 2020). 
 

Clerk to investigate safety surfaces for swing area 

 
251/21/22 Internal Audit 
Cllr Powell has now been set up as a user with the HSBC online banking.  
 
252/21/22 External Audit 
Feedback is still awaited from the external auditors, PKF Littlejohn. 
 
253/21/22 Risk Register 
Nothing to report. 
 
254/21/22 Crime update 
Spate of thefts in Somerby targeting quad bikes and other machinery 

 
9. INCOME & EXPENDITURE 
 

Expenditure 

 July/August invoices authorised via email for payment & PAID:  

255/21/22 Clerk salary (August) £583.00 BACS payment 

256/21/22 Onecom (Telephone & Broadband) £80.56 Direct Debit 



 

156 | SPC Minutes 

 

257/21/22 Kathryn Staley (Zoom subscription) £14.39 BACS payment 

258/21/22 Pickwell Ltd (storage unit annual rental) £500.00 BACS payment 

259/21/22 Community Heartbeat Trust (defib battery Pickwell) £282.00 BACS payment 

260/21/22 Community Heartbeat Trust (defib battery 
Somerby/Burrough) 

£558.00 BACS payment 

261/21/22 Leicestershire Gardens (July grasscutting) £400.00 BACS payment 

262/21/22 Eon (Streetlighting power - July) £153.63 BACS payment 

263/21/22 Information Commissioners Office (data protection fee) £35.00 Direct Debit 

264/21/22 HSBC – bank charge for recalled Direct Debit £2.50  

 August/September invoices authorised at PC meeting:   

265/21/22 Clerk salary (September) £583.00 BACS payment 

266/21/22 Onecom (Telephone & Broadband) £81.24 Direct Debit 

267/21/22 Kathryn Staley (Zoom subscription) £14.39 BACS payment 

268/21/22 B&H Midland (Towards printing) £425.00 BACS payment  

269/21/22 Eon (maintenance contract) £126.72 BACS payment 

270/21/22 Eon (streetlighting power – August) £153.63 BACS payment 
 

Income  
  

  

271/21/22 John Christiansen (Towards adverts) £20.00  

272/21/22 Burrough Jazz (Towards adverts) £20.00  

273/21/22 Fran Howkins (Towards adverts) £57.60  

274/21/22 HSBC Bank Interest – July (Bank Account 5) £0.09  

275/21/22 HSBC Bank Interest – August (Bank Account 5) £0.07  

276/21/22 
 

Butterfly Funeral Services (interment of ashes fee) £40.00  

10. CORRESPONDENCE  
 

277/21/22 Telephone kiosk transfer documents from CHT 

278/21/22 Confirmation of Data Protection registration renewal from Information Commissioners Office 

279/21/22 Email from LCC re Somerby RHWS opening hours 

280/21/22 Emails from Eon re maintenance rate increase, electrical testing and LED conversion 

281/21/22 Email from MBC re interactive policies map/webpage for Somerby NP 

282/21/22 Email from Alicia Kearns re Boundary Commission response 

283/21/22 Email re proposed development on land adjacent to Pickwell Village Hall 

284/21/22 Emails from Highways re damaged kerb stones in Somerby 

285/21/22 Decision Notice from MBC re Allotments ACV 

286/21/22 Email from MBC re draft housing strategy 

287/21/22 Emails from MBC re Planning Training for Parish Councils 

288/21/22 Email from parishioner re funding for wilding verges 

289/21/22 Email from ECT re tree work in Leesthorpe 

290/21/22 Emails from Butterfly Funeral Services re interment of ashes 

291/21/22 Emails from MBC re planning committee 19th August 

292/21/22 Emails from LCC re RHWS sites 

293/21/22 Email from resident re planning application 21/00787/FULHH 

294/21/22 Email from MBC re Parish Council Liaison Meetings 

295/21/22 Emails from Highways re works on Somerby High Street  

296/21/22 Confirmation of Playground Inspection training 23rd September 

297/21/22 Email from LCC re new online enquiry form for Customer Service Centre 

298/21/22 Email responses from TRT and Westcotec re LED conversion quotes 

299/21/22 Revised risk assessment for Somerby Memorial Hall 

300/21/22 LRALC AGM notice 

301/21/22 Email from Rural Community Council re new NHS Charities Together Funded project, Changing 
Connections 
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302/21/22 Email from ECT re tree work on Somerby Road 

303/21/22 Email from Pickwell Church Warden re works required by SPC in churchyard 

304/21/22 National Highways & Transport Public Representative Survey from LCC 

 
11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
 

305/21/22 Queens Jubilee Beacon 2022 
 

The Clerk explained that a brazier had been hired from East Midland Shared Services for previous beacon 
events at a cost of £120.  Cllr Fynn outlined the additional activities which had been organised for these, e.g., 
treasure hunt, BBQ, etc.  Previous locations had been Burrough Hill and Manor Lane.  It was agreed that SPC 
would participate in the 2022 event and there would be further discussion on whether to organise 
supplementary activities.  The Clerk would look into the cost of hiring a brazier.   
 

Resolution: To participate in the Queens Jubilee Beacon 2022 event 
 

Proposed by Cllr Powell Seconded by Cllr Pentecost 
 

Cllrs. resolved to approve  
 

Clerk to investigate the cost of hiring a brazier 

 
306/21/22 Funding for wilding verges 
 

A parishioner has asked if the PC would fund the sowing of yellow rattle seed on the Stygate Lane verge 
nearest to Pickwell.  She stated that she “envisioned doing a relatively small area with a few keen villagers in 
the first year. 25g should do a 30 square metre area at a cost of approximately £30. It is likely that we would 
need to sow the same amount in the second autumn.” 
Cllr Powell proposed that the PC support this initiative by donating £30, subject to the parishioner obtaining 
permission from the landowner and arranging for the sowing at no additional cost to SPC. 
 

Resolution: To fund the purchase of yellow rattle seed (subject to landowner approval) 
 

Proposed by Cllr Powell Seconded by Cllr Garner 
 

Cllrs. resolved to approve  

 
307/21/22 Works required at Pickwell Churchyard 
 

Following the latest Quinquennial Report at Pickwell Church, the Church Warden has requested that SPC 
remove 3 elder trees from the western boundary of the churchyard.  Planning permission would be required.  
The Clerk had looked at the recent tree survey to find out whether Hill Fort Treecare had identified the 3 elder 
trees as requiring work.  However, they did not appear on the report.  Cllr Garner would visit the churchyard to 
look at the trees and report back on their condition. 
SPC has also been asked to repair the Ayscough Smith tomb, the condition of which is described as 
“unsatisfactory and potentially dangerous”.  The Church architect will prepare plans and specifications and seek 
to obtain approval from the Diocese for the repairs so that SPC can proceed.  It was agreed that Cllr Powell 
would contact the Church Warden to discuss the proposals.   
 

Cllr Powell to contact Pickwell Church Warden 

 
308/21/22 LRALC AGM 18th September 
 

None of the councillors were available to attend. 
 

12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

309/21/22 NEXT MEETING: Wednesday 13th October 2021 at Somerby Memorial Hall 
 
Adopted and signed this …………… day of ……………… …………… 2021 
 
Chairman ………………………………………………………….. 


